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Welcome....
..... to the August edi�on of the MBBKA newsle�er for 2020.

MBBKA con�nues to deliver its usual programme of ac�vi�es despite the
ongoing restric�ons around group ac�vi�es. Although it was less ‘hands
on’ than the usual extrac�on day at Butlers Cross Hall, Sean presented an
informa�ve and detailed session that a�racted a large audience. The
video is now available here if you want to remind yourself of any of the
content.

Ruth has devised a Covid safe Honey Show, please consider entering
some of your produce.

Although the AGM is s�ll 3 months away, it seems likely this will be online.
More details to follow, but please get in touch if you are willing to serve
on the Commi�ee. Please also be aware that as per the Cons�tu�on, any
items for the agenda need to be sent to the Secretary in wri�ng no less
than 14 days before the mee�ng.

If you are in need of any equipment, keep an eye on the retailer websites.
Many used to offer ‘show prices’ at the Na�onal Honey Show, so may do
special offers at some point. Thornes are not doing their tradi�onal
branch sale days, but will be offering their usual 2nd quality items and
other products online in the first 2 weeks of September according to a
recent email. Orders over £100 are post free, so may be worth talking to
fellow beekeepers to submit orders above this!

Hope everyone manages to get at least a bit of honey!

Godfrey Clements, Secretary MBBKA

Mid Bucks Beekeepers Association Newsletter

What’s Bu
zzing?

August 2020

Next MBBKA Meeting
Wednesday 19th August

Details to be confirmed
Live on GoToMeeting commencing at 7pm (Helen will email the link)

https://youtu.be/C4XJFIwiBXU
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2020 HONEY SHOW
Due to Covid-19 restric�ons there will not be any Honey Shows in 2020 as we have previously known them.
However, not to disappoint members of our Associa�on and to give everyone an opportunity to show off the
products of their hives, we are going to be running a Mid Bucks Beekeepers Associa�on Virtual Honey Show.

There will be a reduced number of classes and the judging will take place behind closed doors, but the event
will be filmed for all members to see what actually goes on during the judging process.

All entries must be pre-booked and entrants will be given a �me to drop them off at Sean and Ruth’s home
in Wendover on Saturday 3rd October. Due to C-19 restric�ons there will no opportunity for late entries.

Judging will take place onMonday 5th October and a virtual prize giving will take place a�er the official AGM
business has taken place on Wednesday 21st October.

The schedule for our show can be found on the Mid Bucks Web site events page or here.

If you have not entered anything into a Honey Show before the prospect can be a li�le overwhelming but
there are some classes ideally suited to beginners/new entrants.

Summarised below are some hints, �ps and comments on this year’s show classes.

Honey Classes; Here is a link to an ar�cle detailing the 8 a�ributes a honey judge is looking for in honey.
These mainly apply to classes 1-3, liquid honey but uniformity, aroma and taste apply across all the 2 jar
classes. Classes 6 and 14 are good classes to start with if it is your first Honey Show, class 6 is judged
irrespec�ve of looks and class 14 is just for beginners.

Frame of Honey; class 7, again a good entry for beginners as new supers o�en produce frame of honey that
is clean and evenly capped. The frame must be shown in a bee proof display case and the Associa�on now
has 3 of these available on first come first served basis for those wan�ng to give this class a try. Contact:
honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk if you would like to reserve one.

For further informa�on or to register an entry into our honey show, please contact Ruth at:
honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk

Buck County Beekeepers' Webmaster
Role

MBBKA is one of the four Buckinghamshire
Associa�ons that are part of the wider Bucks
County Beekeepers' Associa�on (BCBKA). The
BCBKA represents the county at BBKA events
such as the BBKA annual delegates mee�ng and
it also arranges some of the larger events in the
county. These events include the Spring
Seminar, Disease days and a�endance at the

Bucks County show.

There is a vacancy for the role of Webmaster to support the upda�ng
and maintenance of the BCBKA website and email. The role does not
require membership of the county commi�ee but reports to the
commi�ee and may require a�endance at specific mee�ngs where
one or more of the above aspects are an agenda item. The role
descrip�on can be found here.

If you would be interested please contact Sean at
chairman@buckscountybeekeepers.co.uk

Bees in the
News

A study being undertaken in
America by Cornell University
has shown that one in eleven
flowers carries disease-
causing parasites known to
contribute to bee declines. A
summary of the findings, with
links to the original research,
can be found here

https://mbbka.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/MID-BUCKS-BEEKEEPERS-2020-Virtual-Honey-show-schedule.docx
https://mbbka.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Eight-attributes-judged-in-the-liquid-honey-class.docx
mailto:honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk
https://mbbka.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Bucks-County-Webmaster-Role-Description.pdf
mailto:chairman@buckscountybeekeepers.co.uk
https://scienmag.com/study-identifies-spread-of-bee-disease-via-flowers/
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For Sale
The extractor Gill has for sale remains available.
The proceeds of the sale are being donated to
Cancer Relief. Gill was originally asking for £300,
but will now accept £250 ( but would obviously
welcome a higher offer as it is for charity)

EH Taylor Nine frame radial manual extractor.
Including tangen�al cage. Good quality and in

very good condi�on. £250 - £300.00

Gill Peacock 07814 791656

Bee Health Card Survey
Members who a�ended our February mee�ng
(our last pre-Covid get together) will remember
the presenta�on by Dr Mike Garre� and Elena Ciri.
Elena’s research is part of the POSH Bee Project,
which is taking place across 14 countries, and is
looking to produce a Bee Health Card. Elena is
looking at the incen�ves and barriers to the use of
of such a tool by beekeepers.

At the end of her presenta�on, she men�oned
that an online survey was being developed. This is
now available, and will remain online un�l
November.

It doesn’t take much more than 10 minutes to
complete, so please follow the link below to take
part.

h�ps://bit.ly/38KN4aj

Bees doing their own thing

Just thought you might be amused by one of our new beekeeper
'learning' experiences, for inclusion in a newsle�er if you wish.

We ended up with quite a lot of honey in an old brood box as a result
of a slightly modified Bailey change (because we couldn't find the
queen and hadn't done it before). Since these frames didn't fit in the
extractor and we didn't want the old comb in the new brood box, we
decided to pack the remaining old comb up in a feeder and let the
bees clear the honey out above the crown board. Comb was packed
�ght horizontally, squished in, and a week or so later this was the
result! Totally reorganised as spare a�c space...

We've decided to keep it for now. It seems a shame to melt down all
that effort!

Paul And Jane Newman

https://bit.ly/38KN4aj
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Apiary Sites
The Associa�on is some�mes approached by
landowners who are keen to accommodate bees on
their property, but who do not want to become
beekeepers themselves.

If you have some beekeeping experience and are
looking for an out apiary, (and preferably
undertaken the Basic Assessment), have a chat with
John Dadswell, as he keeps a list of all the sites that
have been offered.

Jobs for August
• Assess how much honey you need to leave for

the bees and extract any remaining supers.

• Put extracted supers back on the hives they
cam from for bees to clean out, then store
securely.

• Commence any Thymol based (eg Apiguard)
treatment for Varroa once supers are removed,
follow the manufacturer instruc�ons.

• Decide if any colonies need uni�ng before
winter.

• Wasps are likely to become more of a nuisance.
Reduce hive entrance to the minimum, ensure
there are no gaps that they could make use of,
and place traps as necessary. Don't forget Asian
Hornets could be hawking at the hive entrance.

• If you have any small/weak colonies, be aware
of robbing.

Are You Registered?
Registering your hives on BeeBase is free. BeeBase is the
Animal and Plant Health Agency's (APHA) National Bee Unit
website. The National Bee Unit website provides a wide range of
apicultural information for beekeepers to help keep their colonies

healthy and productive. It provides a wide range of beekeeping information, such as
the activities of the NBU, honey bee related legislation, pests and diseases information
which includes their recognition and control, publications, advisory leaflets and key
contacts. Read more and record your colonies at http://www.nationalbeeunit.com

Bee Helpful
Kevin would appreciate some assistance with frame building from time to
time. If you are able to put a few together and live reasonably close to the
Association apiary, please send Kevin an email so that he can arrange
provision of the necessary frames and foundation..
apiary@mbbka.org.uk

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
mailto:apiary@mbbka.org.uk
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Swarm Coordinator: Brian Bush 07770 370132 swarm@mbbka.org.uk

Newsle�er: Godfrey Clements - items for inclusion to secretary@mbbka.org.uk

Website: h�ps://mbbka.org.uk/

MBBKA Commi�ee 2019-20

Chairman Helen Palmer chairman@mbbka.org.uk

Vice-Chairman Godfrey Clements

Secretary Godfrey Clements secretary@mbbka.org.uk

Treasurer Andrew Smith treasurer@mbbka.org.uk

Membership Secretary Jonathan Palmer membership@mbbka.org.uk

Apiary Manager Kevin Crangles apiary@mbbka.org.uk

Honey Show Secretary Ruth Stephenson honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk

Educa�on Officer Jonathan Ma�hews educa�on@mbbka.org.uk

Programme Secretary Liz Tice

Librarian/Webmaster Jon Theobald library@mbbka.org.uk

Novice Beekeeper Anton Chambers

Commi�ee Member Tina Hood-Liles

Commi�ee Member Paul Spencer

Commi�ee Member Sarah Turner

mailto:swarm@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mbbka.org.uk
https://mbbka.org.uk/
mailto:chairman@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:membership@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:apiary@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:education@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:library@mbbka.org.uk



