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Welcome....
..... to the April edi�on of the MBBKA newsle�er for 2020.

Unprecedented. Probably the most used
word in the dic�onary to describe what
has been happening over the past month.
The last ‘bee event’ that went ahead as
planned was Bee Tradex on March 14th at
Stoneleigh near Warwick. A few
exhibitors did not a�end, and the hall was
certainly a lot less busy with beekeepers
than in previous years.

Within a couple of days, events were
being cancelled across the board,
including the BBKA Conven�on due to
take place in April, along with all local
Associa�on mee�ngs and courses.

This extraordinary situa�on led to a first for MBBKA, thanks to Kevin’s
sugges�on and Jon T’s technical exper�se - the beginners course
con�nuing via an app. On 23rd March Jonathan Palmer presented the

bee disease lecture to some 26 ‘online a�endees’. The only thing missing was the coffee
and cake! The final two sessions of the beginners course are going to be presented in the
same manner. We are hoping to use it to present the April mee�ng to the en�re
membership, look out for an email with the joining instruc�ons.

With regard to the restric�on on non essen�al travel, the NBU issued guidance on 25th
March, confirming that beekeepers are permi�ed to visit out apiaries. If you are
registered on Beebase you will have received the email directly, and Helen has also
circulated the guidance. It is reproduced again within the newsle�er. Stay safe!

Godfrey Clements, Secretary MBBKA

Bee Tradex - the ‘crowd’ at midday.

MBBKA Indoor Meetings and Apiary Sessions

Cancelled until further notice

Mid Bucks Beekeepers Association Newsletter

What’s Bu
zzing?

April 2020



Page 2

COVID-19 and Beekeeping
This is the official advice from the NBU issued on 25th March. Please read if you haven't already done so.

As beekeepers, please be aware of the following guidance when looking a�er your honey bees. Updates to
this guidance will be provided where necessary. You should keep up to date with the latest guidance issued
by the Government as it is subject to regular change.

Defra, Sco�sh Government and the Welsh Government ask you as beekeepers to be responsible and to
ensure that you con�nue good beekeeping prac�ces, effec�ve stock management and health checks whilst
observing the Government’s guidance on COVID-19.

You should follow Public Health guidance on social distancing. Everyone, including beekeepers, should avoid
gatherings of more than two people and this includes at your apiary. You should maintain a distance of 2
metres between yourself and others to limit the spread of COVID-19.

General advice for beekeepers is as follows:

• You should con�nue to work and care for your animals in the normal manner, as far as possible. You
should not take measures that compromise the welfare of the animals in your care.

• You should maintain good biosecurity at your apiary.
• You should not share beekeeping equipment with other beekeepers, par�cularly hive tools and other

handheld devices and protec�ve clothing.
• In line with the general advice on COVID-19, you should wash your hands for at least 20 seconds using

soap and hot water before and a�er you come into contact with any animal. Use hand sani�ser if that’s
all you have access to.

• There are currently no restric�ons on themovements of bee colonies – for example, moving bees to fulfil
pollina�on contracts. However, you should observe the public health guidance to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 when carrying out these ac�vi�es, including the guidance on social distancing.

• If you are required to visit premises other than your own, you should familiarise yourself with the public
health guidance on infec�on preven�on and control and take measures to minimise the risks from
contaminated surfaces.

• If you have tested posi�ve for COVID-19 or are displaying symptoms of COVID19, however mild, you
should be self-isola�ng at home and should not be visi�ng other premises. Ideally, another beekeeper
should take on this duty wherever possible. We are sugges�ng that local associa�ons consider how they
can support those confined or unable to a�end their bees at this difficult �me for all of us.

• If your bees are due an inspec�on by a government inspector, you should be aware that this may be
subject to a delay depending on available resources within the inspectorate.

• If your bees are due an inspec�on by a government inspector, and you are in a high-risk group, or are
showing symptoms of COVID-19, you must let your inspector know ahead of the inspec�on.
Arrangements will be made that will limit the chance of COVID-19 being spread. This may include the
inspec�on proceeding without the beekeeper being present or delaying the inspec�on.

• For all inspec�ons, 2 metre social distancing will be considered the minimum and so the beekeeper will
not be able to stand at the hive side with the inspector while the inspec�on takes place.

• Imports of bees are s�ll permi�ed. There is no evidence to support restric�ons to interna�onal
movement or trade in bees, and the UK has no addi�onal rules for bee imports with respect to COVID-19.

• You should report any suspicion of no�fiable diseases or pests to the authori�es in the usual way – please
see the bee health page on gov.uk for further informa�on.

• You should use husbandry techniques to minimise swarming. If you have to respond to collect a swarm
you need to ensure that you use the guidelines on social distancing when collec�ng the swarm. If that is
not possible, then the swarm then should not be collected. Therefore trying to prevent swarms is the
best approach.

(I am keeping the email and document on my phone - the police are rightly stopping people to
check for non essential travel, but how aware they are of this guidance I’m not sure - being able to
show them this if necessary may be helpful when travelling to an out apiary- Godfrey)
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Make your own dummy board by Sean Stephenson
I have never been completely sa�sfied with the classic dummy board. The
one shown to the right can be bought from Thorne’s for £6.25 plus
shipping. Usually they are made from wood and in my experience, the
bees invariably do not draw out the last side of the adjoining frame of
founda�on and they make brace comb connec�ng the dummy board to
the last frame. A�er a �me, the top bar comes away from the main frame
which is a bind to repair.

Some �me ago I bought some dummy boards from Simon the Beekeeper and they have changed the way I
place my frames in the brood box for ever! The dummy boards were normal DN1 frames with a sheet of
correx inserted instead of wax. The bees never made brace comb to the dummy board and would always
draw out the outer side of the last frame. This is all to do with the bee space (which is 6-9mm) between the
last frame and the dummy board. If a gap is less than 6mm the bees will propolis it and if it is greater than
9mm create brace comb.

I keep my bees the warm way and have historically suffered a similar issue at the entrance end of the brood
box, the 1st frame was rarely drawn on the outer face and would at �mes be braced to the body of the brood
box. I have not measured it but now I always leave a gap between the outer edge of the DN4 frame and the
body of the brood box that, to my eye, looks like 5-6mm.

This season I am adding frame guides to the “front”
inside face of my brood boxes. The guides are 65mm
long which is the length of a Hoffman shoulder on a
DN4 frame from Thorne’s. I have used 6mm deep strips
as these are readily available from B&Q.

Apart from the aesthe�cs, having both sides of the end frames
drawn to my mind helps with swarm preven�on. One of the drivers
for a colony to swarm is lack of space for the queen to lay. Two sides
of brood frames not drawn in a na�onal brood box effec�vely
converts it from 11 frames to a 10 frame unit and thus reducing
capacity.

Now I make my own dummy boards using DN1 side bars and sheets
of correx, it is simple to do and is shown below:

• Cut a piece of correx to the same size as Na�onal deep
founda�on.

• Make up a DN1 frame and pin one bo�om bar, feed the correx
into the founda�on grooves and fasten as you would a sheet of wax.

• If you do not have DN1 side bars plane down DN4 side bars to 20mm

In a “normal” Amazon over purchase I bought enough correx to cover a garage floor so if you would like to
try this and do not have access to correx drop me an email and when we are allowed out I will give you some
of my spare capacity!
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Swarm Collection 2020
I s�ll need swarm collectors to add to my list. Some members have
spoken to me and I have forgo�en who they are.

If you are able to collect swarms and I have not been in touch with
you please e-mail me ASAP on brian.bush@b�nternet.com

Many thanks,

Brian

The Swarm number is: 07770 370132

‘Old fart’ in the out apiary.
This week finally we have Spring weather to li� the gloom. Well hopefully. My bees have been flying for a
couple of days and despite the Coronavirus, as beekeepers, we must all KBO.

I have had several conversa�ons with colleagues about visi�ng out apiaries and swarm collec�on.

The first point I have answered from a common sense point of view – ‘The bees are essen�al livestock and
we should be looking a�er them’

I had this confirmed by a member of a forum who had contacted FERA. Although bees o�en fall into an
indeterminate category and for some purposes are not considered livestock a�ending apiaries is a legi�mate
reason to travel as the bees must be looked a�er.

As for collec�ng swarms I have not received any wisdom from the BBKA as yet, but assume they fall into the
same category.

To ensure social distancing?Well what idiot would venture within 2metres of a beekeeper a�ending his bees
or collec�ng a swarm????

This weekend I visited all my hives and gave the ladies a treat, a lump of Candipolline. Some were very short
of food and had consumed their second lump of fondant of the year. Where I had supers underneath, I
returned them above brood boxes and inserted queen excluders as necessary. I added up the winter death
toll and was relieved to have lost only 5 hives from 22. This was tempered by the loss of one hive that has
always been my pride and joy. Another, which I had wri�en off when I carried out the oxalic acid treatment,
was doing very well. I know other members have had larger percentage losses and today an Associa�on
Member was telling me he had lost a hive to Nosema.

On other ma�ers I have received the majority of the equipment donated by a re�ring member and I have
stored it at the TherapBee unit at Westco� Venture Park. We must thank Dan, a new member, for collec�ng
and delivering the hives last week. The hives are, as promised, in very good order and I am providing a
missing roof for a Na�onal hive and making a new one for one of the WBCs. I am going to check them all
carefully and �ghten joints etc, hopefully, next week.

If anyone has any queries please feel free to contact me

Look a�er your bees everyone! Stay safe!

‘Old fart’ in the out apiary.(AKA Brian Bush)

mailto:brian.bush@btinternet.com
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Apiary Sites
The Associa�on is some�mes approached by
landowners who are keen to accommodate bees on
their property, but who do not want to become
beekeepers themselves.

If you have some beekeeping experience and are
looking for an out apiary, (and preferably
undertaken the Basic Assessment), have a chat with
John Dadswell, as he keeps a list of all the sites that
have been offered.

Jobs for April
• Start regular weekly inspec�ons if the weather

is suitable.

• Monitor natural varroa drop and plan
treatments if required.

• Be ready to replace old comb with founda�on
or sterilised drawn comb. Read how to
undertake a Bailey Comb Change or shook
swarm so you are prepared.

• Have a prepared super and queen excluder
ready to add as soon as the brood box is full of
bees.

• (Re)Mark the queen as required and clip her
wings if you wish.

• Prepare a spare hive/nuc box for swarm
control, and maybe rehearse the process.

• Write on your record sheets!

Are You Registered?
Registering your hives on BeeBase is free. BeeBase is the
Animal and Plant Health Agency's (APHA) National Bee Unit
website. The National Bee Unit website provides a wide range of
apicultural information for beekeepers to help keep their colonies

healthy and productive. It provides a wide range of beekeeping information, such as
the activities of the NBU, honey bee related legislation, pests and diseases information
which includes their recognition and control, publications, advisory leaflets and key
contacts. Read more and record your colonies at http://www.nationalbeeunit.com

Bees in the News
While accep�ng the need for cau�on in the light of Covid 19, a beekeeping couple in New
Zealand may have gone slightly over the top - click here

A message about social distancing in the truck of a Welsh bee farmer - click here

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12319909
https://twitter.com/jtgardens/status/1242918352395304961?s=09
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Varroa Control 1 – Spring by Kevin Crangles
Our first three ar�cles ar�cle dealt with Monitoring colonies for the presence of Varroa. Let’s move on to
include some Varroa Control Methods that the monitoring methods and results may lead us to apply.

If we move forward in the seasonal order of the Bee colony and Varroa mite’s typical expansion cycles, we can
order these ar�cles to follow a monitoring and control over an annual cycle.

Points to remember:

1. Varroa mites transmit a variety of pathogens when feeding on Bees or Bee larvae. The bees and mites
may contain one or more of the following damaging viruses.

2. 60% to 90% of Varroa may not be visible as they are in the cells of the hive comb.

3. The varroa mites we see easily are the phore�c mites. i.e. Those on the Bees bodies or those that drop
off.

Time of Monitoring and Control

Early spring = Between Beginning March – End April = Early detec�on before supers are fi�ed

Method = At Least 1 monitoring test, possibly 2 tests at least a week apart.

= Varroa S�cky Board - Mite drop count = 1 or more mite per day

= Varroa Easy Check - Mite count per 300 bee sample = equal to or greater than 1%

= Drone brood culling - Requires a short frame of comb or founda�on to be inserted in
posi�on frame 7 or 8 on warm day in very early spring.

Control Method: If results of Test 1 or 2 indicate above indicate treatment is required

Bio Technical = Drone brood culling - Drone brood sampled in late spring and removed
from frame and hive if varroa detected in sample of 100 bee sample = equal to or greater
than 1%

Drone brood natural cells hanging below Shallow frame inserted in Deep frame brood
box

Black Queen Cell Virus (BQCV)
Israeli Acute Paralysis Virus (IAPV)

Kashmir Bee Virus (KBV)
Cloudy Wing Virus (CWV)

Drone Brood

Varroa

Worker Brood

Adult Bees

Spring

Po
pu
la
�o
n
in
cr
ea
se

Annual Seasons

Indica�on of Popula�on Increase in typical Honeybee Colony – Spring

Deformed Wing Virus (DWV)
Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus (CBPV)

Slow Paralysis Virus (SPV)
Sacbrood Bee Virus (SBV)

Acute Bee Paralysis Virus (ABPV)
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To Bee or not to Bee - The Dark Edged Bee-fly
The recent sunny days have brought out the honey bees
and from Coombe Hill the willow pollen is pouring into
the hives. Other insects are also star�ng to appear; the
Yellow Brimstone and Peacock bu�erflies which
overwinter as adults have been seen in our garden.

This Dark-edged bee-fly or Large bee-fly has come to rest
on an exposed rock to take advantage of the warm sun.

It has a long proboscis and looks like a bumblebee. This is
the most common bee-fly in the UK and feeds on spring
flowers such as primrose.

The bee-fly searches out solitary groundmining bee nests
and lays it’s eggs close to their entrances. The larvae that
emerge enter the solitary bee nest and feed upon the
grubs within.

Sean Stephenson

Chemical Varroacide = Apivar Strip – (Slow release Amitraz). Inserted in Early
Spring in between centre frames 6- 10 weeks Note: Not for use during honey
flow. Take out if and when fi�ng Supers for spring flow.

Insert two Apivar Strips into centre of Brood area spaced one
or two frames apart offset as arrowed.

Ensure strip tops are level or below frame tops using the
suppor�ng spring clips on each strip, Move strips with brood
centre movement .

Use this link to view the applica�on of Apivar strip to a typical
hive on You Tube

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCAii8HPcpY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCAii8HPcpY
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Excluder

Brood Box

Crown Board

Gabled
Roof £30

Flat
Roof

Super £16

Brood
Box 14x12 £33
Open Mesh
Floor

Stand £20

All prices are approximate due to

price variation in WRC. All items

assembled using waterproof glue

and stainless steel screws.

Contact Brian at

brian.bush@btinternet.com or

phone 07767304067

I also have
some hive
stands for sale

Single as
pictured £17.50

Double £25

Phone or text
Brian on
07767304067

For Sale

Sean’s Equipment Price List 2020

Founda�on Price

Brood 14x12 wired 10 sheets 17.50

Brood Na�onal wired 10 sheets 10.50

Super, wired, 10 sheets 6.70

Super, unwired, 10 sheets 5.50

Frames (2nds)

14x12 per 10 11.50

DN4/5 per 10 10.00

SN1 per 10 8.00

Hive Parts

Na�onal Brood Box 30.00

Na�onal Super 20.00

Open Mesh Floor (pine) 21.00

Framed Queen Excluder 17.00

Other Hive parts/equipment On request

I always keep spare stock of foundation,
frames and hive parts. The foundation is
particularly well priced. I may have other
pieces of equipment available, Contact Sean
Stephenson, sean@wendover.co.uk or
07867787800

mailto:brian.bush@btinternet.com
mailto:brian.bush@btinternet.com
mailto:brian.bush@btinternet.com
mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk
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Swarm Coordinator: Brian Bush 07770 370132 swarm@mbbka.org.uk

Newsle�er: Godfrey Clements - items for inclusion to secretary@mbbka.org.uk

Website: h�ps://mbbka.org.uk/

MBBKA Commi�ee 2019-20

Chairman Helen Palmer chairman@mbbka.org.uk

Vice-Chairman Godfrey Clements

Secretary Godfrey Clements secretary@mbbka.org.uk

Treasurer Andrew Smith treasurer@mbbka.org.uk

Membership Secretary Jonathan Palmer membership@mbbka.org.uk

Apiary Manager Kevin Crangles apiary@mbbka.org.uk

Honey Show Secretary Ruth Stephenson honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk

Educa�on Officer Jonathan Ma�hews educa�on@mbbka.org.uk

Programme Secretary Liz Tice

Librarian/Webmaster Jon Theobald library@mbbka.org.uk

Novice Beekeeper Anton Chambers

Commi�ee Member Tina Hood-Liles

Commi�ee Member Paul Spencer

Commi�ee Member Sarah Turner

mailto:swarm@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mbbka.org.uk
https://mbbka.org.uk/
mailto:chairman@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:membership@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:apiary@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:education@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:library@mbbka.org.uk



