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Welcome....
..... to the February edi�on of the MBBKA newsle�er for 2020.

Thanks to the few members who took the �me to comment on the new
look newsle�er. It was all posi�ve feedback, but I would be happy to
receive sugges�ons for any improvements. Apart from some informa�on
from one of our Associate members, it has not generated any new
contributors (as yet, but I live in hope!!), so we con�nue in this issue with
items from the regular team. I am aware that not everyone is keen to
write ar�cles, but if you spot a bee related story in the press or on a
website, please send me the link so that it can be shared more widely. As
you will see from this issue, it doesn't just have to be about bees in the
UK.

2020 already seems to be posing challenges for bees and beekeepers.
There has not yet been an extended cold spell that is usually
recommended prior to trea�ng colonies with oxalic acid. It will be
interes�ng to see the effect this has on varroa popula�ons once we
commence inspec�ons.The generally mild weather seems to have led to
li�le reduc�on in colony size, and I have seen several reports on Twi�er
from commercial beekeepers regarding hives already being very strong.
Could we be looking forward to some early swarming this year?

Unfortunately the warmth has been accompanied by a lot of ‘wet’, with
areas that have never previously flooded ending up under water. There
have been beekeepers who have managed to move their apiaries in �me,
and others who have had their hives washed away.

I guess this is nothing though compared to the situa�on in Australia,
where who knows how many colonies, both wild and managed, have
been lost in the devasta�ng fires.

Godfrey Clements, Secretary MBBKA

Next MBBKA Meeting
Wednesday 19th February 2020 at 7.30pm

Dr Mike Garratt and Elena Ciri
Bee health and crop pollination, the latest research from Reading University
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The Buzz on Social Media
I read your newsle�er with interest. You asked
about Facebook beekeeping groups. This is now my
second year of beekeeping and I have found these
three groups really helpful. Just a brilliant way of
asking beginner ques�ons and reaching a very wide
audience. All groups are closed so you have to ask
to be a member but it’s really a formality.

Stewart’s Beekeeping Basics - about 6,000
members - compliments his You Tube videos. He
also runs a Patreon page where you can find some
if his stuff more easily.

Bri�sh and Irish Beekeepers - about 10,500
members

Beekeepers Beginners and Mentors - an offshoot
of the group above designed to allow beginners to
ask really basic ques�ons - about 794 members.

I use these three groups o�en and have found them
really helpful.

Regards

Julian Keenlyside

January Meeting Report
Dr Tom Wood’s presenta�on regarding ‘The Challenges to Beekeeping posed by Intensive Agriculture’ was
enjoyed by 58 members of the Associa�on on the evening of January 15th. Tom is based in Michigan, where
he has been undertaking research in the extensive pickling cucumber fields. He started by describing the scale
of migratory beekeeping that is undertaken in the US. Some 2 million colonies are moved to California for the
almond blossom in February, where each hive can earn $160-200 for a three week period. They are then
gradually moved east across the country, stopping off to pollinate other crops en route, typically blueberries
in March/April, cranberries and then apple. They reach Michigan by the end of June, in �me for the blooming
of the cucumber plants.

Honey bees are very efficient pollinators of the cucumber plants, as they do not collect the pollen to eat, and
thus transfer almost all pollen from plant to plant. They provide 96% of the pollina�on of the cucumbers, each
flower requiring visits from 8-10 bees to ensure good pollina�on and the produc�on of non deformed fruit.

Tom’s research has focused on the effect on pollina�on of neonico�noid insec�cides (neonics) applied as seed
dressing to crop plants. Neonics are water soluble, and 95% leaches into the soil and is taken up by other
plants. Tom placed pollen traps on a variety of land for periods of 48 hours for several weeks of the cucumber
cropping season. Analysis of the pollen collected showed that the bees forage increasingly on corn (maize),
and non na�ve grassland plants such as Golden Rod, Sumac and spo�ed knapweed, the blossoming of which
peaks in September. The concentra�on of neonics in the non na�ve species increased as the season
progressed, up to 6.5 parts per billion by August (a concentra�on of 5-10ppb causes sub-lethal effects on a
colony). Despite them taking on more poisons from the herbaceous plants surrounding the fields, he found it
had no impact on the pollina�on of the cucumber plants.

Candle Making Workshop
Chalfonts Beekeepers are running two candle
making workshops on February 22nd and 23rd.
They had a few places le� on both days - three on
Saturday and five on Sunday, offered on a first
come, first served basis. If you are interested email
as detailed below to find out if they are s�ll
available.

The course will cover: an introductory session on
the proper�es of beeswax and how to clean
beeswax to make it suitable for making candles
and cosme�cs. There will be prac�cal sessions on
how to make rolled founda�on candles, silicon
moulded candles and dipped candles and we'll
also incorporate some cosme�c and polish making
with beeswax. Everyone will take home finished
candles.

The cost is £25. To reserve a place and find out
how to pay, please email me
chairman@chalfontsbeekeepers.co.uk and please
say which day you'd like to a�end.

The day will start at 10am sharp, at The Old
Farmhouse, Farm Road, Chorleywood WD3 5QB
and end about 4pm. Please bring a packed lunch,
tea and coffee will be provided.

mailto:chairman@chalfontsbeekeepers.co.uk
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The cost of Migratory
Beekeeping

By complete coincidence, in the week prior to
Tom’s presenta�on, an ar�cle en�tled ‘Like
sending bees to war: the deadly truth behind your
almond milk obsession’ appeared in The Guardian.
It describes the large scale loss of colonies
experienced by the commercial beekeepers
moving their colonies to pollinate the almond
orchards. It discusses whether these loses are the
result of pes�cide use, or more a�ributable to the
the prac�ce of moving so many bees into one area,
increasing the chance of the spread of
disease/pests. It is well worth a read, and the full
ar�cle can be found here.

The following email was received from Bees For
Development.

I would like to let you know about a series of
fantas�c beekeeping tours this year. Our bespoke
Bee Safaris offer off-the-beaten track
experiences, with eye-opening insights into local
nature and people's lives that tourists rarely get
the chance to see.

We have four amazing experiences to choose
from for anyone with an interest in bees, with
more than enough to cater for any non-
beekeeper's tastes!

Trinidad and Tobago (one place remaining if
you're quick), 3-13 February:

Gain unique insights into tropical island
beekeeping, and enjoy friendly local hospitality.
Read more

Uganda, 2-13 March

An opportunity to visit Uganda’s closed canopy
forests and to encounter some of its fabulous
wildlife. You will be able to witness first-hand the
real and las�ng impact that beekeeping is having
on local communi�es. Read more.

South of France 6-9 May

A mini bee break in Provence, to visit a couple of
French beekeepers and discover a beau�ful area
and its tradi�ons (including wine making). Read
more.

Ethiopia November (dates to be confirmed)

A unique chance to experience the wonders of a
fascina�ng country; we will take you to visit three
different loca�ons to explore ancient sites, and
you will meet local people happy to tell you how
beekeeping has transformed their lives.

Proceeds from the Bee Safaris support the
projects that you visit and Bees for Development,
the UK based charity suppor�ng some of the
world's poorest people to make a living through
beekeeping.

Jobs for February
• Con�nue to check your colonies have enough

stores by he�ing your hives. Provide fondant if
they are feeling light.

• If winter varroa treatment has s�ll not been
undertaken, be prepared to treat with oxalic
acid this month if condi�ons allow. Use only
approved products, follow the instruc�ons and
take all necessary safety precau�ons.

• Check your hives are intact and predator
protec�on is secure, especially a�er high
winds.

• Undertake some reading to improve your
knowledge. Look back at your records for last
year, what went well, what didn’t and why.

• A�end the Associa�on indoor mee�ng!

• Check and clean equipment.

• If you are out for walk, keep a look out for any
possible Asian Hornet nests, usually high up in
trees, easier to see with no leaves.

Bee Amazed #1
A worker bee weighs
around 80mg and can
carry around 70mg of
nectar

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/jan/07/honeybees-deaths-almonds-hives-aoe
http://www.beesfordevelopment.org/events-calendar/bfd-bee-safari-to-trinidad-and-tobago-2020/
http://www.beesfordevelopment.org/events-calendar/bfd-bee-safari-to-western-uganda/
http://www.beesfordevelopment.org/events-calendar/bfd-bee-safari-to-southeast-france-2020/
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Winter Varroa Treatment 4th January
Our Winter Varroa Treatment method at the Associa�on Apiary was the applica�on of trickled Oxybee
Varroacide using a Trickle bo�le 2 as the applicator. There was also at hand some 50/60 millilitre dosing
syringes to be used as an alterna�ve applicator and to enable easier filling of the Trickle bo�les.

Two Na�onal Brood Boxes complete with frames and comb. Floor,
Varroa board and Roof were pre prepared as demonstra�on hives
for both training and prac�ce use of the Trickle Bo�le 2 or dosing
Syringe applicators. Trainees were shown and prac�sed charging
the trickle bo�les 5ml dosing chamber. They also prac�sed trickling
along the seam edge to minimise “fall through “of treatment.

One 1 litre bo�le of 2:1 feed syrup was used as the dummy
treatment for prac�ce applica�on by trainee members. Two 1 litre
vacuum flasks filled with boiled water, plus a 1 litre bo�le of cool
water were used to ensure a warming bath pot was at hand

immediately before or all trickle bo�les were used for applica�on.

Applica�on of treatment is ideal following between 7 and 10
days at 3° to 8° followed by a further 2/3 days of slightly warmer
weather. This will ensure a Broodless or a Near Broodless state
before treatment. Although the weather was not exactly ideal,
we decided to proceed as wai�ng too long into the early part of
the season for ideal condi�ons has been found to be detrimental
to the Bees vigour during the spring expansion.

Treatment should be applied to colonies at 5ml per seam (frame
gaps) only those occupied by Bees. e.g. 5ml x 7 seams of bees
visible = 35ml Max dose. We do stress that addi�onal treatment
le� does not need to be applied. The absolute Max dose per
Hive is 50ml (10 seams max occupied by Bees). If there are more
than 10 seams of bees the dose per seam should be recalculated
at 50ml /Number of seams e.g. 50/11 = 4.5ml per seam dose.

All 6 trainees tried prac�ce trickling with either syringe or Trickle
bo�le 2 - see picture. They went on in groups to administer
treatment the Associa�on Hives successfully. The varroa boards
were already under the hives so trainees could see the natural
mite drop before treatment was applied.

Health and Safety -Oxybee contains Oxalic Acid! Bees suits Wellies and gloves were worn, with safety glasses
used by the Beekeeper(s) applying the Treatment. There is a risk that if the
bees are ac�ve and /or fly up during trickling treatment may get flicked
onto the Bee suit veil mesh. Addi�onally, ensure gloves are chemically
resistant to acids. See Equipment Fig 3

Colonies Treated successfully were H1, H2, H3, H5, H6, H11. PolyNuc on
H12 stand, PolyNuc on H9 stand.

Note: During this process of Treatment colonies H4, H7 and H12 were found
to be collapsed. Later analysis found Nosema in two and one collapsed probably through lack of winter bee
numbers to sustain heat reten�on as no Nosema was present and plenty of stores in the colony.

Kevin Crangles, Apiary Manager

Trickle bo�le 2 is unmarked on the body but
will hold two hive doses. The dosing
chamber is marked at 5ml. Diagram le� =
nozzle open Diagram right nozzle closed
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Bucks County Beekeeping Association
23rd Annual Seminar
8th February 2020

Wendover Memorial Hall, Wharf Rd Wendover HP22 6EF

10:00 for tea and coffee, seminar starts at 10:30.

Speakers; Bob Smith NDB, Dr Seirian Sumner and Dr Nick Issac.

Bob Smith NDB - back by popular demand, Bob will be talking to us
about one of his favourite topics - bee space. We’ve all made a mistake at
some time during our beekeeping lives and ended up with spaces filled
with brace comb or glued up with propolis. The subject of Bob’s lecture
is:
8mm of Nothing, nothing at all

Dr Seirian Sumner is the country’s top wasp expert. Her talks are a
delightful mix of fascinating facts, amusing graphics and stunning
science and here is the subject of her lecture:
Wasps - why nobody loves them?

Dr Nick Isaac is a senior ecologist who studies how biodiversity is
distributed, how it is changing over time, and how we measure it. He will
present an overview of evidence of national trends in UK insect
populations, with a particular focus on butterflies and bees. Nick’s talk is
titled:
Where have all the pollinators gone?

A selection of stalls will be at the seminar including Bees Abroad, Central Association of
Beekeepers, BBKA, Bumblebee Conservation Trust, Bucks County Microscopy group, a
second hand beekeeping equipment stall and a second hand book stall.

Free Tea, Coffee, Cakes and Biscuits will be available throughout the day.

Tickets only £15 including ploughman’s lunch
Book via Eventbrite - http://tiny.cc/Bucks2020

Tick
ets

still

avail
able

http://tiny.cc/Bucks2020
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Spring Dwindle by Sean Stephenson

Spring Dwindle is associated with an infesta�on of Nosema apis and describes when a colony fails to expand in
the New Year. If le� unmanaged it can lead to the collapse of the colony. Nosema apis is a form of fungus known
as a microsporidian which are single celled parasites that form resilient spores.

Nosema apis is believed to exist within most colonies and at low levels of infec�on the colony can survive with
no ill effect.

It is a disease of the adult honey bee; bees consume the spores of Nosema apis whilst going about their normal
ac�vi�es. Within the gut of the honey bee the spores germinate, developing a hollow tube that pierces the cells
lining the gut. This results in the contents of the spore emptying into the diges�ve cell. This is called the
vegeta�ve stage during which the parasite mul�ples rapidly forming thousands of new spores within the cell
which erupt into the gut upon the collapse of the host cell.

The vegeta�ve stage disrupts the normal func�on of the diges�ve cell, par�cularly affec�ng the processing of
pollen which is vital for the development and maintenance of the honey bee glands.

The effects on the adult bee can be catastrophic for the colony:

- The honey bee lifespan can be halved
- Nurse bees tend not to feed the larvae
- Adults become foragers sooner
- Honey produc�on declines
- Foragers may make risky trips
- Winter bees do not build up fat bodies

During the summer honey bees defecate away from the hive and therefore the spread of infec�on can be
limited.

Dysentery is a sign associated with an infec�on; this is par�cularly prevalent when the bees have been confined
to their hives for long periods of such as the long wet winter we are experiencing. When an infected bee
defecates within the hive house bees a�empt to clean up and thus consume Nosema spores spreading the
infec�on.

Honey bee
consumes Nosema

spore

Spore germinates
in Honey bee gut

Vegeta�ve state,
mul�ples

Host cell dies spores
released into gut

Spores released to
outside when bee

defecates

Invades cells lining
the gut
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Streaks on the comb and splodges on the frame tops are signs of dysentery.

Colonies are most suscep�ble to increased effects of Nosema apis in the autumn and in the Spring.

In the autumn bees with Nosema apis do not process pollen effec�vely and therefore do not build up fat body
reserves which are vital for the winter bees to survive through to the Spring. Reduced numbers of winter bees
can result in colony loses during colder periods as the queen goes off lay.

In the Spring a reduced number of bees which do not feed the young means that the colony does not have the
resources to build up, hence Spring Dwindle.

Diagnosis of Nosema apis through analysing the contents of the guts of 30 dead bees under a microscope.

The abdomens of the bees are removed,
squashed and a li�le water added.

A drop of the brown mush is placed upon a
microscope slide and sealed with a cover slip.

Under x400 magnifica�on the spores of
Nosema apis of an infected colony can clearly
be seen as small rice grain like shapes 5-7µm
by 3-4µm. A µm is 1,000th of a millimetre.

There is no measure of how many spores per
view equals a scale of infec�on, however a
rule of thumb is that the easier it is to find
the spores on a slide the greater the
infec�on.

There are no approved chemical treatments
for Nosema apis, although there is a body of
research that believes Thymol can help with

the management of Nosema. To this end there are several feed addi�ves which include Thymol on the market;
HiveAlive being an example.

Undertaking good apiary hygiene and regular comb change are two things that a beekeeper can do to help
manage the spread of Nosema. The spores are resistant, so care needs to be taken when re-deploying
equipment or re-using drawn comb. Washing equipment with soda crystals and torching wooden boxes is a
good strategy. Always treat used drawn comb with ace�c acid before re-use.

A�er the long wet winter we have just had there will be colony losses, make sure any dead colonies are sealed
as soon as possible and cleansed when convenient.

https://www.hivealivebees.com/
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If coming out of winter there is a weak colony that does not seem to be building up inspect it for signs of
dysentery, possibly take a sample of bees and ask one of the microscopists in our Associa�on to test for Nosema.

If Nosema is suspected, carry out a comb change for a weak colony which differs from the normal comb change
procedure:

• Reduce the number of frames down to only those that have bees and brood on and contain within dummy
boards

• Make up a second brood box with one frame fewer than the colony, the frames must be of drawn comb and
contained within dummy boards

• Find the queen and place her and the frame she is on into the centre of the new brood box, ideally there
should be open brood on the frame

• Place the new brood box above the exis�ng brood box separated by a queen excluder and an eke with an
entrance facing the same way as the exis�ng entrance

• Close off the exis�ng entrance
• Place a contact feeder on top of new box
• When there are larvae on at least one of the new frames in the top box remove the old frame and place it

in the original brood box
• Make sure the queen remains in the top brood box
• Once all the brood has emerged in bo�om box remove it and all the old frames
• Remove the queen excluder and eke, replacing them with a clean floor and
• entrance block
• Con�nue to feed colony and add more drawn comb as necessary

Through isola�ng the old comb in the bo�om brood box and placing the entrance above it the risk of spreading
disease to the new comb is reduced.

Once on fresh comb u�lising a polystyrene nucleus box or hive may help to encourage the colony to expand. The
warmer the environment within the hive the more effort that can go into brood produc�on.

If you have any ques�ons or comments on this ar�cle please contact the author Sean Stephenson at
sean@wendover.co.uk

References in MBBKA Library:
Healthy Bees are Happy Bees – Pam Gregory
Honey Bees Around and About – Celia Davis

Honey bee Pathology – Bailey and Ball
Online References:

Beebase – www.na�onalbeeunit.com
Beeaware – www.beeaware.org.au

mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com
https://www.beeaware.org.au
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Winter/Spring Meetings Programme 2020
February: Dr Mike Garra� and Elena Ciri on Bee health and crop pollina�on, the latest research from
Reading University

March: Margaret Murdin on Bee gene�cs

April: Members' papers/talks

Membership Renewal
Can any members who have s�ll not renewed their
membership please do so as soon as possible.

The subscrip�on rates for 2020 remain the same
as the last 3 years; £12 for Associate, £30 for Full
and £45 for Family membership. Subscrip�on
payments can either be sent by cheque made
payable to MBBKA to me at the address shown on
the form or by electronic payment directly to the
MBBKA account (see renewal form for details).

Jonathan Palmer MBBKA Membership Secretary.

Bee Amazed #2
Honey bees can’t see red.
The colour range of honey
bees is from yellow
through to green, blue and
ultra-violet.

Are You Registered?
Registering your hives on BeeBase is free. BeeBase is the
Animal and Plant Health Agency's (APHA) National Bee Unit
website. The National Bee Unit website provides a wide range of
apicultural information for beekeepers to help keep their colonies

healthy and productive. It provides a wide range of beekeeping information, such as
the activities of the NBU, honey bee related legislation, pests and diseases information
which includes their recognition and control, publications, advisory leaflets and key
contacts. Read more and record your colonies at http://www.nationalbeeunit.com

Apiary Sites
The Associa�on is some�mes approached by
landowners who are keen to accommodate bees on
their property, but who do not want to become
beekeepers themselves.

If you have some beekeeping experience and are
looking for an out apiary, (and preferably
undertaken the Basic Assessment), have a chat with
John Dadswell, as he keeps a list of all the sites that
have been offered.

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
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Varroa Monitoring 2 – Brood Comb Uncapping
Our first ar�cle dealt with Monitoring colonies for the presence of Varroa by
Natural Mite drop detected by use of a n open mesh floor and a varroa board
insert.

This ar�cle deals with Varroa Monitoring using the Drone Brood uncapping
method but s�ll relies on simple equipment that Beekeepers may already
have or is easily obtained. An uncapping fork is essen�al, and an op�onal
addi�on is to insert a shallow frame of founda�on or clean comb into the
brood box in Frame posi�on 7 or 8 in early spring as the colony is star�ng to
expand.

The bees will draw natural brood comb under this short frame in
which the Queen will lay drone eggs. The capped brood are
detectable by their raised dome like appearance. See picture on le�.

Female Varroa mites in their breeding cycle have developed a
preference for entering drone brood cells and using developing drone
brood as the hosts to lay their eggs and establish feeding sites for
their young on the developing brood within. The mites enter the cells
just before they are capped. The extended period of Drone brood
pupal development benefits the young mite’s development
significantly rather than using just worker brood cells. The mites do
s�ll use worker brood cells as well though.

Beekeepers can use this mite trait to the Bees advantage to detect the presence of mite infesta�on and
es�mate mite numbers in prepara�on for treatment.

Timing

Monitoring is recommended to be carried out once at four �mes a year to give a fairly accurate indica�on of
mite popula�ons. Drone Brood Uncapping is suitable for use in the
Spring and Summer periods indicated below.

Spring - During Last week in April to First week May .

Summer - During second Week August.

Method
1. Select an area of sealed drone brood at an advanced stage,

i.e. purple eyed stage;
2. Insert a honey uncapping fork under the cappings and li� out

the pupae. You may find that twis�ng the fork slightly or
li�ing from one edge gradually will ease the removal of the
cappings.

3. Mites present will be clearly visible on the pupae. Count the
number of:

(a) Pupae with mites on (see photos on following page) and (b) Pupae sampled
Quick Guide
• If 1 in 50 pupae have mites on them then the infesta�on is light and will probably need no control.
• If 1 in 20 pupae have mites on them, then it is medium. Control method should be applied with next 3

weeks
• If 1 in 10, then it is heavy. Control method should be applied immediately
• If 15% of drone brood is infested, then it indicates that the colony may be at risk of collapse.
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If greater accuracy is required! The addi�onal Shallow Brood frame with capped Drone brood may be
helpful here

N.B. This method becomes more accurate with a large sample, which should be in the region of 100 pupae.
• Count the number of Drone cells sampled varroa with infested pupae = A = e.g 37
• Count total number of Drone cells sampled = B. = e.g. 95
• Go to Na�onal Bee Unit Varroa Calculator on BeeBase using link below and Select method as Brood

Comb Uncapping and enter your figures for Number of Infested Drone pupae A and Number of Drone
cells Sampled B into the calculator. The calculator will indicate when treatment is required. Follow link
below.

www.na�onalbeeunit.com/public/BeeDiseases/varroaCalculator.cfm Kevin Crangles, Apiary Manager

No varroa on pupae Varroa on pupae

Beekeeper Wanted
Some �me ago Chesham Allotments Group began
to consider the possibility of keeping bees on our
allotment site.

We have now found a suitable site on the
allotments for keeping bees, have gained
permission from the Town Council and have a
number of interested allotmenteers who will
shortly be taking beginners beekeeping courses.

We are now looking for someone who is an
experienced beekeeper who would like to keep a
hive on our site or be in charge of a communal hive
and to act as mentor to our new beekeepers.

If you have a member who is local to Chesham and
who might be interested, I would be very grateful if
you could pass our email on and ask them to
contact us.

Many thanks, Kate Hutchinson
Chair, Chesham Allotments Group.

(Please contact Godfrey for Kate’s email address if
you are interested)

British Made Bee Hives
The following email was received by the
Associa�on, take a look at their website if you are
interested.

We are a small hive making company based in
Kidderminster called Hyde Hives. We have been
keeping bees and making hives for almost 20 years
and we make almost any type of hive from Topbars
to Warre and Rose hives. All of our hives are hand
made by us and we also mill and season English
Cedar. if anyone wants something bespoke making
please let us know as we are fairly local and will be
able to deliver personally.
Kind regards
Ma� Shepherd

www.hydehives.co.uk

Bee Amazed #3
A honey bee will visit between
50 and 250 flowers on each
foraging flight.

https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/public/BeeDiseases/varroaCalculator.cfm
https://www.hydehives.co.uk
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‘Old fart’ in the out apiary.
I must admit I have not spent much �me in the apiaries since last month’s newsle�er. We have had high
winds, torren�al rain and a great deal of flooding. Walking several hundred yards to a pair of hives on a farm
I was amazed at the soil satura�on even as I went up a slope in the field. The dip in the bo�om was 6 inches
of mud under 6 inches of water. The venture was made worse because it turned out to be a total wasted
effort. The hives were upright and the bees s�ll had plenty of stores.

Bees in other apiaries were not faring as well. I have had to feed fondant to many hives and in some cases
have provided fondant blocks 2 or 3 �mes. This is unusual for me. I try and leave the bees with plenty of
their own stores and provide a ‘just in case’ block of fondant as a Christmas present. The unusually mild
weather has meant that the bees have remained very ac�ve this year. They have not clustered up and have
consumed much more of their stores. On Sunday 12th. January many of my hives were ac�vely flying. The
bees at home were foraging on the winter aconites and snowdrops.

Now we are experiencing some real winter weather. We have had frosty nights for 4 days in succession and
I just hope that all the bees are clustered and keeping warm. How does and ‘Old Fart’ survive with nothing
to do in the apiaries. I s�ll have plenty of �dying up to do and a hedge to trim at some point in one apiary
and those frames to boil when I can be bothered.

I have quite a few beehive and stand orders to complete so I have been enduring the cold. I have so much
equipment, hives, stands and miscellaneous hive parts in the garage that I am having to work with the doors
open to give me enough room to walk around. It should all be �died up before the end of the month as I
will finish all my current orders by the 25th. I would have accomplished this sooner but I find 2 hours in the
cold is as much as I can stand!!! I find myself wishing I was in the centre of a nice warm cluster of bees!!!

Next month sees the start of the 2020 beginners’ course. It was really good to meet a prospec�ve new
beekeeper at the talk last week. The lady comes from a village 3 miles away and asked me to be her mentor.
This got me thinking. Every year I find that a newbee a�aches themselves to me and I become their
unofficial mentor. This is good for me as I find myself having to think about different and unusual problems
and I hope that I am a help to those star�ng out. Those members who I have worked with over the years
form a good group and last summer, on several occasions, I enjoyed their company and a considerable
amount of help when I was struggling with some tasks. So I challenge all the ‘senior members’ to adopt a
newbee and all the newbees to make an exis�ng beekeeper your mentor.

I am now looking ahead
to the ‘swarm season’. I
will be e-mailing all my
current collectors
towards the end of
February, but I really
need to recruit some
more. I need some
collectors who are
available in the
day�me, maybe they
work from home or are
fit, young re�rees!!!!
Once I get my list etc.
together we can set it
up on the BBKA swarm
collectors’ web site

‘Old fart’ in the out
apiary.(AKA Brian Bush)
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Australian Stingless Bees by Jonathan Palmer
A friend in Sydney, Australia has sent the
photograph below of a hive built for the
Australian s�ngless bee, Tetragonula
carbonaria. The worker bees are about 4mm
long and Tetragonula are one of the few na�ve
Australian bees to form large nests. In the wild
these are found towards the tops of tall trees.
The dis�nc�ve ver�cal spiral of brood cells can
be seen clearly. More like the solitary bees,
the brood cells are stocked with honey and
pollen and a�er the queen has laid an egg,
they are sealed immediately. Also unlike Apis
melifera, the honey and pollen stores are not
placed in cells but in larger waxy pots arranged
around the brood (a common name for these
bees is sugarbag bees). A typical colony such
as this would contain about 10,000 workers. It
is possible to harvest the honey, which is quite
acidic and high in an�bacterial phenolic compounds. However, yields are very low with a colony yielding no
more than 1kg a year. And extrac�on from these hives makes our job with movable frames look very easy
and mess-free indeed!

An interes�ng Na�onal Geographic video of Tetragonula carbonaria in a hive which also shows the queen
can be seen here

A sad postscript to this tale is that all the hives belonging to this beekeeper were destroyed in the bush fires
that have devastated much of Australia recently.

Bucks County BKA Microscopy Group
Open Day - 15th February

The Bucks County BKA Microscopy Group meet regularly at Butlers Cross Village
Hall, HP17 0UP, on a Saturday morning 9am �ll midday. The Group comprises over
20 ac�ve members with varying degrees of skills from people new to Microscopy
to those who a�ained the BBKA Microscopy Assessment.

We are holding an Open Day on 15th
February for anyone to a�end and
experience Microscopy. We will
provide microscopes and all the
ancillary materials. Those who a�end
the Open Day will get the opportunity
to prepare a pollen slide and dissect a
honey bee for disease examina�on.
Experienced members of the group
will be on hand to guide a�endees
through the ac�vi�es.

If you would like to a�end please
contact sean@wendover.co.uk

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/news/2018/02/australian-stingless-spiral-bee-hive-construction-tetragonula-carbonaria-spd/
mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk


Page 14

Microscopy Study Group 2020
The county Microscopy Study Group meets from February through to November at Butler’s Cross Village
Hall, HP17 0UP . 2020 will be our 6th year.

The study group is open to all members of Bucks County BKA and
surrounding areas, no previous experience in microscopy is required. We
have over 20 members with varying degrees of experience from beginner
to experienced microscopists who have a�ained the BBKA Microscopy
Assessment.

There is a different theme to each
mee�ng so that we can encompass all
aspects of microscopy rela�ng to
beekeeping. The themes include honey
bee disease diagnosis, pollen slide
prepara�on, iden�fica�on of pollens
found in honey, dissec�on of the honey
bee and anatomical slide prepara�on.

There is an annual fee to cover the cost of materials provided and hire of
the hall for the mee�ngs of £30. Our Branch Associa�ons generously
provide some microscopes and tools to support new a�endees. The
mee�ng dates for 2020 are:

Term 1: 1/2, 15/2, 29/2, 21/3, 18/4, 2/5
Term 2: 8/8, 22/8, 5/9, 3/10, 17/10

For more informa�on and to register your interest please contact:

Sean Stephenson via email at sean@wendover.co.uk or telephone on 07867787800

mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk
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Excluder

Brood Box

Crown Board

Gabled
Roof £30

Flat
Roof

Super £16

Brood
Box 14x12 £33
Open Mesh
Floor

Stand £20

All prices are approximate due to

price variation in WRC. All items

assembled using waterproof glue

and stainless steel screws.

Contact Brian at

brian.bush@btinternet.com or

phone 07767304067

I also have
some hive
stands for sale

Single as
pictured £17.50

Double £25

Phone or text
Brian on
07767304067

For Sale

Sean’s Equipment Price List 2020

Founda�on Price

Brood 14x12 wired 10 sheets 17.50

Brood Na�onal wired 10 sheets 10.50

Super, wired, 10 sheets 6.70

Super, unwired, 10 sheets 5.50

Frames (2nds)

14x12 per 10 11.50

DN4/5 per 10 10.00

SN1 per 10 8.00

Hive Parts

Na�onal Brood Box 30.00

Na�onal Super 20.00

Open Mesh Floor (pine) 21.00

Framed Queen Excluder 17.00

Other Hive parts/equipment On request

I always keep spare stock of foundation,
frames and hive parts. The foundation is
particularly well priced. I may have other
pieces of equipment available, Contact Sean
Stephenson, sean@wendover.co.uk or
07867787800

mailto:brian.bush@btinternet.com
mailto:brian.bush@btinternet.com
mailto:brian.bush@btinternet.com
mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk
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Swarm Coordinator: Brian Bush 07770 370132 swarm@mbbka.org.uk

Newsle�er: Godfrey Clements - items for inclusion to secretary@mbbka.org.uk

Website: h�ps://mbbka.org.uk/

MBBKA Commi�ee 2019-20

Chairman Helen Palmer chairman@mbbka.org.uk

Vice-Chairman Godfrey Clements

Secretary Godfrey Clements secretary@mbbka.org.uk

Treasurer Andrew Smith treasurer@mbbka.org.uk

Membership Secretary Jonathan Palmer membership@mbbka.org.uk

Apiary Manager Kevin Crangles apiary@mbbka.org.uk

Honey Show Secretary Ruth Stephenson honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk

Educa�on Officer Jonathan Ma�hews educa�on@mbbka.org.uk

Programme Secretary Liz Tice

Librarian/Webmaster Jon Theobald library@mbbka.org.uk

Novice Beekeeper Anton Chambers

Commi�ee Member Tina Hood-Liles

Commi�ee Member Paul Spencer

Commi�ee Member Sarah Turner

mailto:swarm@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mbbka.org.uk
https://mbbka.org.uk/
mailto:chairman@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:membership@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:apiary@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:education@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:library@mbbka.org.uk



