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Editorial 

Firstly may I apologise for the late publication of the November newsletter. This is entirely my fault. I have 

allowed the broadcasting of the Rugby World Cup to interfere with my routine!!! 

Approaching the end of October we have experienced a very wet month. We have had 2 frosty mornings this 

week but the rest of the month has been mild and wet. 

The mild weather means that many bees have remained active in the hive and only loosely clustered. They 

will have been consuming more stores and the rain has prevented them from replenishing them. 

Two weeks ago on a dry morning I inspected about half my hives. In one apiary, where I had not removed 

any honey this year the hives were light and the stores low. In another a few miles away which had yielded a 

honey crop the supers had been refilled. 

A colleague rang me to discuss similar variations in winter stores in her hives. In the light of this lack of 

stores so early in the season I have placed large pieces of fondant on my hives and recommend other to do 

the same. 

I have a check list for this month. Most of the tasks we should have carried out already. 

 Stop liquid feeding. We have experienced some frosts and cold liquid can lead to the bees 

experiencing diarrhoea. 

 Remove the queen excluders and place a super under your brood box if this is your normal practice. 

 Put your mouse guards on. 

 If the stores are light place fondant in the hive. I normally place this directly on the frames above the 

bees. 

 Add winter insulation. I know some people wrap their hives but I just use a cellotex insulator pads, 

as devised by Bill Fisher, to cover the fondant and keep the bees warm. 

 If you have suffered Green Woodpecker attacks in the past take measures to protect hives. 

 Take off empty dry supers and wrap and store them. Remember drawn comb is a most valuable asset 

next year. 

 Strap down hives as necessary. I have lost roofs to high winds in the past and on one occasion had to 

rescue an over-wintering poly Nuc that was floating down the stream. The bees survived!! 

 Refurbish and clean up surplus equipment. Don’t put it off or you may be caught out in the Spring. 

 If we have a cold spell and brood is minimal or absent and the bees are clustered treat the hives with 

oxalic acid products to get rid of varroa. I used to do this between Christmas and New Year but 

following a winter talk at the Association several years ago I heeded the advice from the speaker that 

the earlier the treatment was carried out the better the Spring build up. 

 On those cold wet days check through your records and make plans for next year. Remember the 

Beekeeper plans and the Bees laugh!!!! 

 

Later in the Newsletter there is a clarification of Bee Disease Insurance and I have included, in full, an 

update of the insurance situation for BBKA members received this week from the BBKA. 

  



 

The National Honey Show 

I went to the honey show on Thursday this year. I took Sean Kirwan and met several of our members in the 

trade hall. Sean met a large number of the Irish contingent of friends and I joined him for several interesting 

discussions over cups of tea. 

I chose Thursday this year. There was the small matter of a World Cup Rugby match that ruled out Saturday 

and the thought of Friday on the M25 fills me with horror.  

Thursday was a good choice as far as the show and lectures were concerned but the M25 gremlins conspired 

to make a 90 minute journey into a 4 hour one. 

I attended 2 lectures this year. 

John Donoghue on ‘managing bees for the honey crop’ 

Ralph Buchler, ‘Environmental adaptation on honey bees and its consequences for selection’ 

The lecture by John was an enjoyable insight into how he manages his bees. Based in Ireland the weather is 

obviously more variable on a day to day basis and John outlined the procedures he carries out which he 

adapts for the vagaries of weather. John is very amusing in an understated manner and the hour passed 

rapidly. His talk elicited a large number of questions. He was asked by one audience member, an apprentice 

bee farmer, how he decided to add extra supers on top or underneath existing supers during a honey flow. 

John’s answer was that it was purely ‘how he felt on the day’. He just had a feeling based on past 

experience. 

Ralph was giving a series of the lectures over the period of the show. He outlined an experiment carried out 

across Europe into evaluating local bees and bees of other races from specific sites. It was notable that the 

UK and Ireland did not take part along with many northern European areas. The most northerly site was, 

however, in Finland, and this provided an upset to the general results. In most cases the local populations of 

bees outperformed the test bees from other sites. In Finland AMC bees from an Austrian research centre 

outperformed the local bees. In many cases local bees were not necessarily the indigenous population but 

bees that had been used here for many years, (locally adapted mongrels??). The bees in Finland had been 

bred over many years from AML bees originating in Italy. Because of the seasonal patterns in Finland the 

honey crops are huge. 

Ralph also outlined the ‘Smart Bees’ initiative and said that results and analysis from these experiments will 

be published by COLOSS and IBRA. 

Ralph talked about the importance of maintaining viable stocks of bees native to their regions. He made 

particular reference to the Maltese sub-species A M Ruttneri. These bees are very calm and have developed 

to live in the harsh climate, hot dry summer, of Malta. A film of them quietly moving around their brood 

box was shown. They were quiet, calm bees. A species of Oriental Hornet, not VV has been endemic on 

Malta for many years. One appeared in the film. Immediately the bees rushed and clustered together in order 

to repel the invader. Ralph says this is a local adaptation to the threat and wonders whether other bees 

exposed to the VV threat, which has now reached central Germany, will eventually develop a defensive 

mechanism to repel VV. 

Lectures from the National Honey Show are recorded and can be viewed on-line!! 

  



 

The Trade Show. 

I had a good walk around the Trade Show just browsing at many of the stalls. The Inspector on the NBU 

stand was Pete D and I have talked to him on many occasions. He has been in charge of the hunt for the 

Dorset hornets’ nest recently and also updated me on other sightings this year. The siting at Tamworth led to 

the discovery of a primary and secondary nest which were destroyed as did the Dorset siting. The sighting in 

Ashford was only of a single hornet and monitoring of the area is continuing. This is thought to be a rogue 

hornet brought in by a train or car. 

The good news is that DNA analysis shows that the Dorset and Tamworth hornets are not related to nests 

located and destroyed in 2018. This means that they must be newly introduced. Neither nest had reached the 

point of Queen and Drone production. These results point to the NBU successfully controlling this pest at 

present. Well done the NBU and everyone who remains on alert for this non-native species. The NBU 

website says that over 5000 reports of potential sightings have been received this year!!! 

 

 

Always Read the Small Print 

Those of you who attended the AGM will recall that the Helen said that there was an error in the minutes 

from last year. 

At the AGM in 2017 and 2018 we had discussed the position of the Association with regard to Bee Disease 

Insurance(BDI). 

It has been stated in the past, by myself and others, that membership of the BBKA provides bee disease 

insurance for two hives. This statement is incorrect. 

In conversations with the BBKA and indeed in some older promotional material this insurance is listed as a 

benefit of BBKA membership. 

The ‘small print’, which I and others have misunderstood, assumes that the Association takes part in the BDI 

scheme. 

The MBBKA does not take part in this scheme and I and others have erroneously led members astray. 

We do not have BDI automatically through BBKA membership. 

Is this an issue?  

Hopefully not! When the committee reported back at the 2018 AGM they had given consideration to the 

benefits and drawbacks of the BDI scheme. It would increase significantly the workload of the membership 

secretary who would have to act as agent on behalf of BDI and the benefits were not quite as expected. If 

you experience EFB or AFB and equipment has to be destroyed you do not get ‘New for Old’ but the age 

and condition of the equipment is assessed by the NBU Bee Inspector and your claim adjusted based on this 

assessment. 

Jonathan Palmer, our Bee Inspector at the time, also gave an opinion that in our area the risk of Foul Brood 

disease is low with very few reported instances. In the last 12 years I can only recollect 1 case of AFB and 2 

cases of EFB. These were in neighbouring Association areas. 

  



BBKA INSURANCE for the period 1st October 2019 -30th September 2020 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Over the years a number of queries have arisen about the insurance cover the BBKA has arranged 
for its Members.  The following information provided by the BBKA is designed to help Members 
understand the cover they have.   

As with all insurance, these FAQs should be taken as indicative answers only – the final wording is 
that contained in the policy and the interpretation rests with the insurance company.  You can find 
policy documents and certificates on the BBKA website: www.bbka.org.uk/public-liabiity-insurance 

Any questions not answered here should be addressed to the BBKA office at bbka@bbka.org.uk.  

1. As a member of the BBKA what am I covered for on the insurance arranged by the BBKA which
is included in the cost of my membership fees?

Third Party Public and Products Liability insurance from the BBKA  

The Third Party Public and Products Liability insurance policy automatically covers all Honorary, 
Registered, Partner, Junior, UK-resident Individual Members and constituent associations (referred 
to collectively as “Members”) against any financial loss caused by a successful claim against them by 
a third party for injury or other loss deemed to have been caused by the Member, or their bees, 
whilst undertaking beekeeping activities or through the normal use of their hive products.  The limit 
of this cover is presently £10,000,000 with each new claim carrying an excess of £250 for third party 
property damage claims that is payable by the Member. 

2. Does this policy cover my equipment against all risks including theft?

No. The BBKA has however negotiated special rates for beekeeping organisations and individuals to 
cover their equipment 

The “All Risks” Insurance policy is available for Associations, Branches and individuals to cover loss or 
damage to their beekeeping property or equipment.  The terms of the policy are flexible to suit the 
needs of each Association or individual by direct negotiation with the Insurer.  Cover under this 
facility is not automatic; for further information or a quote, go to www.beekeepersinsurance.co.uk. 
There is a special discount for BBKA member and premiums start at £12 per year. 

3. Does this policy cover me if my hives have American or European Foul Brood?

No.  Bee Diseases Insurance (BDI) provides optional insurance for the replacement of beekeeping 
equipment should it have to be destroyed due to an incidence of a notifiable disease, such as 
European or American Foul Brood. Further information about how Bee Diseases Insurance Ltd 
operates can be found on the BDI website  www.beediseasesinsurance.co.uk  

Please note, not all BBKA Associations and Branches offer BDI insurance – please check with your 
membership secretary. 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/public-liabiity-insurance
http://www.beekeepersinsurance.co.uk/
http://www.beediseasesinsurance.co.uk/


4. I’ve heard something about an excess; am I going to be charged for notifying a claim?   

The Liability policy’s £250 excess is a market-standard feature in the UK.  It exists to impose an 
element of responsibility on the insured person so as to minimise recklessness.   

The excess is limited in scope as it only applies to allegations of property damage. Claims alleging an 
injury are never subject to an excess.   
 
Additionally, the excess is not payable during the defence phase of the claim. Insurers will provide 
full assistance and defend against the claim as robustly as possible.  The excess is only payable when 
the decision is taken to make a payment to the Third Party. If the claim is successfully defended, no 
excess is payable.   

The Insurers review the level of excess regularly in conjunction with the BBKA, but this must be 
balanced with premium considerations, as insurers require higher premiums for lower excess levels.   

 

5. Are all Membership categories covered for insurance automatically?   

Registered, Partner and Junior members who are UK residents are covered automatically for 
insurance as part of their payment of membership fees. 

If you are in any doubt as to whether you personally are registered with the BBKA, you should 
consult with your association’s Membership secretary.   

  

6. Are members of the public who attend Taster Days or visit our apiary covered ? 

The public are covered on Taster Days when acting under the direct supervision of a member of the 
BBKA. 

 

7. Is it the bees or the beekeeper that is covered?   

Bees obviously cannot be sued, so it is the beekeeper that is covered.   

If a claim is made against BBKA Member, John, for a loss he caused while looking after Mary’s bees 
during her holiday, then John is covered even though the bees aren’t his.  Even if Mary isn’t a 
Member, as long as John is a Member he will be covered if he is named in the action.   

If it becomes apparent that it was actually Mary that was responsible for the loss and she is named 
in the action, the policy will only protect her if she is a Member.   

   

8. I am called by a member of the public to collect bees that have swarmed – am I covered?  
What happens if I charge for my services?   

You are covered provided, it is part of your normal beekeeping activities.  If you charge reasonable 
expenses then this will not affect your cover.  However, if you make a business out of swarm 
collection this would be viewed differently.  You would need normal Commercial Insurance for this 
business activity which is not covered by the BBKA policy.   



9. Is there any restriction on working at height?   

The policy notes a maximum working limit of 3 metres (applying to the beekeeper, not the swarm).  
Broadly speaking, you should not attempt any work for which you do not have adequate equipment, 
training or experience.  The policy does not cover reckless acts, so if you are in doubt seek guidance 
from someone with the relevant experience or training, or preferably use an alternate method that 
would avoid you having to climb to height.   

   
10. I sell honey and wax products at farmers’ markets and local shows and they need proof of 

Third Party Public Liability and Product Insurance.   

 The Verification of Insurance document available for download and printing from the BBKA website 
is sufficient to satisfy this requirement.  You will need to log-in with your membership number and 
password to access the file, which can be found at  
http://www.bbka.org.uk/members/insurance/public_liability_insurance.   

   

11. I make a range of skin care products that I sell at markets and via retail outlets – am I covered 
for Product Liability if anyone makes a claim against me?    

The BBKA policy only covers primary hive products – defined as wax, honey and propolis with no 
other added ingredients.  Some examples of covered products are pure honey, lip balms consisting 
of honey and beeswax with no extra ingredients, and candles with no perfumes or colourings.   

The restriction applies because if a product with added ingredients proves to be faulty, it is difficult 
and sometimes impossible to prove whether it was the hive ingredient or additive at fault.    

For instance, if cakes were covered, the insurance company would require lists of all products made 
and ingredients used by each and every member, and every product would need to comply with 
food hygiene and production standards.  Premiums would be payable on an individual basis and 
therefore prohibitively high.   

   

12. The number of my hives has grown over the years and I now supplement my income from 
beekeeping – am I covered?   

The policy is designed for hobbyist BBKA Members, not commercial ventures or bee farmers.  With 
40 colonies or more you would be eligible for Membership of the Bee Farmers’ Association (BFA).    

As such, cover is provided up to a limit of 40 hives per person.  If you tend more than 40 hives by 
yourself you should apply for membership of the BFA.   

If you share responsibility for the hives with another member, then the hives can be treated as 
shared between you for insurance purposes.  Cover will not be invalidated as long as there are not 
more than 40 hives per person.   

 Additionally, insurers view any operation with any direct employees as a commercial venture, which 
cannot be covered by the policy.  

  



13. I pay a small extra premium with my subscription to my local branch each year for insurance.  
What is this for?   

This is a separate premium for Bee Diseases Insurance (BD I).  In the event of your bees and 
equipment having to be destroyed due to foul brood, then this policy will pay out a fixed amount to 
help you replace your equipment.  This is administered totally separately by BDI.  The costs of this 
policy are part of your main subscription to your local association.   

   

14. I joined my local association in January, when did my insurance cover start?   

As a Registered, Partner or Junior Member, your cover started the day you paid your local 
association subscription and received a receipt.   However, if a claim arose between the time of your 
payment and your registration with the BBKA by your association, you would need to provide 
definitive proof that payment was made before the incident arose for a claim to be accepted.   

 

15. I am a new direct UK Individual Member of the BBKA; when does my insurance cover begin?   

The insurance cover for a new individual Member of the BBKA begins six weeks after he/she is 
accepted for Membership.  When you renew your Membership, cover will start from the date you 
pay you renewal subscription to the BBKA.   

 

16. As Membership Secretary I update members details on the members register.  If some of the 
names on the list have lapsed or are awaiting renewal (ie have not paid me at the time) are 
they still covered?   

Technically they are in default and would not be covered.  However, if a claim arose, each case 
would be investigated and resolved on an individual basis.  In order to avoid this potential exposure, 
it is imperative that all associations ensure that their Members understand this exposure and are 
encouraged to pay all dues promptly.   

   

17. I am a Treasurer of my local branch, am I covered for any claims against me as a branch official 
as opposed to in my beekeeping activities?   

The BBKA policy includes what is commonly referred to as ‘Trustees Liability’ cover for all officials of 
the BBKA, associations and branches affiliated to the BBKA. It does not matter whether your 
organisation is a charity or not for this cover.  The amount covered is £2,000,000, with no applicable 
excess.   

   



 

What do your bees feed on? 

Nadia and I are often asked 

buy our honey customers 

what the bees have been 

feeding on this year? Up 

until 2016 it was quite 

evident that often the 

honey contained a lot of 

OSR. With the ban on neo-

nicotinoids OSR cannot be 

grown on the soils around 

Haddenham and the honey 

has a number of differing 

aromas. I know the bees at 

home feed extensively on 

the lavender in neighbours’ 

gardens as I can often 

smell it in the hive and the 

Magnolia Grandiflora down the road seems to have several flowers in bloom from March to September. The 

large nectaries of this bloom can be seen totally covered with bees on the days they are secreting. 

I talked to ladies from the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology at the show. They explained the National 

Honey Monitoring Scheme. You go to the website 

www.honey-monitoring.ac.uk 

Sign up to take part in the 

scheme and will be sent 

two collection phials and 

instructions. You take 2 

samples from one hive and 

send them in the postage 

paid envelope to the CEH. 

One phial will have the 

pollen content analysed 

and the results sent back to 

you and the other is stored 

for future use. You will 

know on which plants your 

bees have been feeding 

and the results will be used 

to map the occurrence and 

increase or decline of 

important nectar plants over a number of years.  

The only drawback is that, at present, you can only test 1 hive in 1 apiary. 

 

http://www.honey-monitoring.ac.uk/


 

 

 



Cups, Trophies & Prizes 

Honey Show 2019 

Judged by: Sue Lang 

Caroline Luxford swept the board at the MBBKA honey show. Well done to 

Caroline and all those who entered the various classes. 

 

TROPHY/PRIZE WINNER(S) 

STUCHBERRY SHIELD 

BEST IN SHOW SOFT SET 

HONEY (CLASS 5) 

CAROLINE LUXFORD 

LAURIE WEBB ROSEBOWL 

MOST POINTS IN ALL 

CLASSES 

CAROLINE LUXFORD 

LAURIE WEBB CUP 

BEST FRAME (CLASS 7) 

SEAN STEPHENSON 

PETER SMITH PRIZE 

BEST WAX CAKE (CLASS 12) 

JONATHAN PALMER 

W E JONES CUP 

BEST HONEY CAKE (CLASS 15) 

SUSANNA GEOGHEGAN 

APIARY CUP 

BEST BEGINNERS HONEY 

(CLASS 14) 

PAUL AND JANE NEWMAN 

BARBARA TWEEDIE CUP 

BEST TASTING HONEY 

(CLASS 6) 

GODFREY CLEMENTS 

 

  



 

JUDGED BY HALL ATTENDEES 

 

FOOD ITEM CONTAINING 

HONEY (CLASS 16) 

PAUL SPENCER 

BEE RELATED 

PHOTOGRAPH (CLASS17) 

ALISTAIR DUNBAR 

CRAFT ITEM (CLASS 18) CAROLINE LUXFORD 

PINK LADY PLATE 

OTHER HIVE PRODUCT 

(CLASS 19) 

CAROLINE LUXFORD 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Matter 

In the November Issue of the BBKA News there is an article, written by me on ‘One Million Bees for 

Buckinghamshire’. Page 386. 

As you read this BBKA News I would like to draw your attention to an article on Page 373 

Written by Eric Martin entitled ‘Second Year Panic?’ I found this a most interesting read and remember 

many of the experiences in my own beekeeping. 

 

Australian researchers are close to developing a Bee Sting Vaccine 

https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2019-07/fu-abs071519.php   

https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2019-07/fu-abs071519.php


Bucks County Autumn Meeting and Honey Show 

The Bucks County Autumn Meeting and Honey show was held on the 28th September.  This year the show was at Seer Green 

Baptist Church and was hosted by the Chalfonts Beekeepers.  The meeting was well attended and whilst the honey show was 

judged (by Hazel Blackburn from Berkshire) attendees were able to listen to two very interesting presentations, the first from Pam 

Hunter who talked about poisonous honey and the second from Sean Stephenson who talked about drones and the importance of 

them to the colony. 

The results of the honey show are shown below. 

Class  First Second Third 

1. Light Honey Nick Grey Summers Family Alan Roberts 

2. Medium Honey Edward Townsend Peter Buck Alan Roberts 

3. Dark Honey Bill Fisher Catherine Bryant Paul Burke 

4. Crystalised Honey Bill Fisher Helen Palmer Sue Carter 

5. Soft Set Honey Jonathan Jones Bill Fisher Sean Stephenson 

6. Chunk Honey Helen Cave Anne Barefield Summers Family 

7. Flavour only Nick Grey Tony 

McCaugherty 

Gillian Jones 

8. Frame of Honeycomb Sue Carter Bill Fisher Paul Hurley 

9. Cut Comb Sue Carter Bill Fisher Helen Cave 

10. Bottle of Sweet Mead Nick Grey Bill Fisher Paul Hurley 

11. Bottle of Dry Mead Sean Stephenson Jonathan Palmer Summers Family 

12. Cake of Beeswax Helen Palmer Jonathan Palmer Bill Fisher 

13. Five Beeswax Blocks Bill Fisher Nick Grey Anne Barefield 

14. Two Matching beeswax Candles Sue Carter Helen Cave Bill Fisher 

15. Beginners - one jar of honey Katharine McIntosh Anne Salther Stephen 

O’Connor 

16. Honey Cake Sean Stephenson Sue Carter Chris Barefield 

17. Photomicrograph  Summers Family Sue Carter Jonathan Palmer 

18. One Microscope Slide     Gwynn Marsh 

People's Choice Classes 

19.Decorative Item Graham Burford Catherine Bryant Linda Samme 

20. Something to Eat Helen Cave Marta Hernik Nick Grey 

21. A Photograph Sarah Walker Alistair Dunbar Summers Family 

22. A Hive Product not in other 

classes  

Gwynn Marsh Anne Barefield   

23. A Honey Label Ewan Family Gillian Jones Howard Cave 

Tweedie Sliver Skep Chalfonts BS BCBKA branch 

with most points 

  

Peggy Cup Bill Fisher Most Points in 

Show 

  

Margery Parker Trophy Sean Stephenson Best Honey Cake Class 16 

John Raven Award Nick Grey Best exhibit class 

1-5 

Class 1 

 

 

  



 

BBKA Modules 2 & 6: Study Groups 

The Association will run two Study Groups this winter, one for BBKA Module 2 Honey Bee 
Products & Forage and the other for BBKA Module 6 Honeybee Behaviour.  They will meet on 
alternate Mondays, so you could join both if you wish.  Each group will meet six times, and 
perhaps once more for revision for those who wish to take the BBKA exam on 20th March 
2020.  All meetings will start at 7:30 p.m..   

The Study Group for BBKA Module 2 Honey Bee Products & Forage, led by Gill Peacock, will 
meet in South Aylesbury starting on 18th November 2019.   

A Study Group for BBKA Module 6 Honeybee Behaviour, led by Sean Stephenson and Deborah 
Campbell, will meet near Wendover starting on 18th November 2019. 

Editors Note: 

I believe the starting date for one of these study groups to be in correct!! I do not 
know which one! I believe one starts on the on 25th November! Please check!! 

If you would like to join one or both of these Study Groups, please let Jonathan Matthews know on 
education@mbbka.org.uk. 

You can find notes on Module 2 here, and on Module 6 here. 

I would also like to ask for interest in joining a Basic Assessment course next year 

BBKA Basic Assessment 

If you've kept bees for at least 12 months you're eligible to take the BBKA Basic Assessment.  The 
syllabus, here, covers all the basic things that you should know, and qualifies you to take other 
BBKA exams and assessments.  We'd like to run a Basic Assessment course next summer, 
consisting of a couple of training sessions before the formal assessment for those who'd like to 
take it.  If you'd be interested in such a course in 2020, please let Jonathan Matthews know on 
education@mbbka.org.uk. 

  

mailto:education@mbbka.org.uk
https://blog.mbbka.org.uk/2017/11/07/updated-module-2-study-notes/
https://modulenotes.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/module-6-study-notes.pdf
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=0d1879b0-777b-4677-9751-9d036c3e7c51
mailto:education@mbbka.org.uk


 

November Meeting : Professor Stevenson  

Title: Sex, Drugs and Ecosystem Services: the surprising 

effects of plant toxins in nectar on bees.   

 Phil's talk will cover aspects of his labs recent work researching nectar and pollen toxins and show how they 

have some surprising effects on bees and may actually help increase pollination services and even the health 

of bees.   Examples will include the toxins in Rhododendron nectar that are highly poisonous to honey bees 

but harmless to Bombus terrestris so conserving the nectar of this invasive species for bumble bees, the 

preferred pollinator for Rhododendron.  Another example will cover the amazing memory improving effects 

of caffeine from coffee and citrus nectar on bees with potential benefits including 

improved pollination of strawberries while also explaining the underlying reasons for mass bee deaths under 

Lime flower (Tilia spp.) trees. Finally, very recent work at Kew has shown how Calluna vulgaris (heather) 

nectar contains natural plant chemicals that act as prophylactic medicines for bees helping them to reduce 

their susceptibility to disease parasites. 

  

 Biog: Phil Stevenson is Professor of Plant Chemistry at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, and at the 

Natural Resources Institute (University of Greenwich).  He leads research at both institutions on the 

ecological role of naturally occurring compounds in pants and how they mediate the interactions of plants 

with other organisms, especially pollinators.  The goal of Phil's work is to develop ways to use plants 

sustainably for enhancing ecosystems and improving horticulture and food security both in UK but also for 

small holder farmers in the tropics. He has published over 100 research articles including in a number of 

high profile journals including Science, Current Biology and Journal of Ecology and has also published a 

number of books and book chapters.  Phil has appeared on various radio and television programmes 

including Inside Science, Gardeners Questions Time, A year at Kew and Kew on a Plate. He 

has participated in public debates on food security for the Royal Society.  Phil is a Fellow of the Royal 

Entomological Society and a Member of the British Ecological Society.  He also has various editorial roles 

on a number of academic journals.  

  



 

January: Dr Tom Wood 'Pesticides and Honeybees'. 

February: Dr Mike Garratt and Elena Ciri on Bee health and crop pollination, the latest 

research from Reading University 

March: Margaret Murdin on Bee genetics 

April: Members' papers/talks 

. 

After 6 years in the role Sarah is stepping down as programme secretary at the next AGM.  On behalf of all 

association members who have attended the winter association meetings, I would like to thank Sarah for 

organising the interesting and varied speaker programme we have enjoyed over the past 6 years.  If anyone 

would be interested in volunteering for the role of programme secretary going forward please contact me at 

Chairman@MBBKA.org.uk. 

  

mailto:Chairman@MBBKA.org.uk


 

I receive a regular e-mail update from Gary and Margaret at Kiwimana in New Zealand. Some years ago I 

became involved with a young ‘Kiwi’ chef who worked at Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons, Raymond Blanc’s 

restaurant in Oxfordshire. On a visit home he took some of my honey and contacted Gary and Margaret and 

gave them my e-mail. 

I enjoy reading their missives particularly as their beekeeping seasons are opposed to ours. As I am writing 

about the preparations for winter they are discussing the start of the swarming season.. I dread its arrival but 

in a peculiar way I look forward to it at the same time. 

 

This Spring there are obviously some starvation issues following the southern hemisphere winter and 

elsewhere in this newsletter I have mention potential issues with winter food stocks in Buckinghamshire. 

 

I recently contacted Gary and Margaret asking for permission to reprint some of their advice and 

comments.’ They readily agreed. I talked to Caroline Luxford at the National Honey Show and she has met 

Gary and Margaret and I believe stayed with them when visiting New Zealand. 

They have asked me to join their ‘Roving Reporter Team’ to provide snippets from Buckinghamshire 

 

This is an extract from an October newsletter 

 

It has been an interesting couple of weeks.  

 

Bee Aware month in New Zealand has now come to an end, we now head into the middle of Spring, it's been 

a very slow start for us. 

 

In West Auckland, News of starvation of colonies is sadly too common in our neck of the woods at the 

moment. 

 

This is the first time in our beekeeping journey of over 10 years that our colonies have eaten through 90% of 

their honey frames. It is an alarming reality that this is purely down to the weather challenges we have faced 

- with constant rain and the return of Winter temperatures. 

 

The fact is that if bees are confined indoors, they still need to eat to get energy to ventilate and keep the 

brood warm, for that energy they eat their honey + add to that, when there is bad weather there is no nectar 

collection and with colonies trying to build up their population it is a delicate balance to survive through 

this situation. 

 

That's why it's best practice to keep honey frames aside for exactly times like these… we all know that the 

best food for Honey Bees is their own honey ! 

 

But when the sun comes out the girls are singing this SONG as they forage on the blooming buttercups  

 

In our view (and we think the Bees would agree) that Sugar-Syrups should always be your last resort, there 

is no nutritional value in sugar-syrups but better than starvation but can affect gut-health. Mostly sugar-

syrup feeds are used to stimulate wax-comb-building. 

 

  

https://kiwimana.acemlna.com/lt.php?s=3960674a62e23a595db8bb521b12f4ac&i=311A326A2A3251


 

 

 

Advertisement 

 

 

 

I have this attractive 

Double Brood Box, 

Highly Insulated 8 frame 

per box Cottage Beehive 

for Sale 

£125.00 ONO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Brian at brian.bush@btinternet.com or  

Phone or text Brian on 07767304067  

mailto:brian.bush@btinternet.com


 

 

 

Sean’s Foundation 2019 Price List 

 

I always keep spare stock of foundation, frames and hive parts. The foundation is particularly well priced. If 

you are in a rush for an item of Beekeeping equipment please contact me as I may already have it. 
 

Item Price 

  

Foundation  

  

Brood 14 x12, wired, 10 sheets £17.50 

Brood Deep National wired, 10 sheets £10.50 

Super wired, 10 sheets £6.70 

Super unwired, 10 sheets £5.50 

  

Frames (seconds)  

  

14 x 12, per 10 frames £11.50 

DN4/5, per 10 frames £10.00 

SN1, per 10 frames £8.00 

  

Hive Parts  

  

National Brood Box £30.00 

National Super £20.00 

Open Mesh Floor (Pine) £21.00 

Framed queen excluder  £17.00 

  

Other Hive parts and Beekeeping bits Price on Request 

 

Contact: Sean Stephenson, sean@wendover.co.uk or 07867787800 

  

mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk


Are You Registered? 

Registering your hives on BeeBase is free. You will be automatically 

informed of disease outbreaks. The Bee Inspectorate may include you in 

their testing surveys which can be most helpful. Subsidy from the EU, 

which helps pay for the NBU, is based on the number of hives 

registered nationally. (http://www.nationalbeeunit.com) 

Every colony needs to be recorded on BeeBase, log on here and update records 

if necessary. 

 

 

 

Following our AGM our Committee for 2019/2020 

Chairman  Helen Palmer 

Vice-Chairman Godfrey Clements 

Secretary Godfrey Clements 

Treasurer  Andrew Smith 

Apiary Manager  Kevin Crangles 

Membership Secretary  Jonathan Palmer 

Programme Secretary  Liz Tice 

Librarian  Jon Theobald 

Honey Show Secretary  Ruth Stephenson 

Education Officer  Jonathan Matthews 

Novice Bee Keeper  Anton Chambers 

Committee Member  Sarah Turner 

Committee Member Tina Hood-Liles 

Committee Member Paul Spencer 

 

Brian Bush will continue as Swarm Officer for another year T is a non-

committee post. 

  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/


Out Apiary Sites 

At the Bucks County Show on the 29th August some visitors to our stand 

offered a number of new sites for out apiaries.   

The first is a 30 acre nature reserve been developed in the Lee, Great Missenden. 

The second is a 17 acre meadow in Brill to the West of Aylesbury. 

The third is a new woodland and meadow are at Edgecott 

Please contact John Dadswell if you are interested as John keeps a list of all the sites that have been offered. 
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