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Church of the Good Shepherd 



Editorial

In contrast to the day when I was eulogising about the weather in the September newsletter it is pretty damp 

out there today. I did managed to get down to the apiary and top up the feeders on some smaller colonies but 

spent most of the day in the workshop. 

Sale of our honey are coming to an end. We have only about 25 jars left. In some ways it will be a relief 

when bring in the sign for the final time this year. (I will be able to sneak an afternoon nap without being 

disturbed!!) 

The wasp situation has been well under control for a couple of weeks. I had half a bucket of dead wasps in 3 

days a fortnight ago but the traps have had fewer wasps in them since and I have only seen one wasp 

bothering a hive last week. 

I am leaving the piece about Asian Hornet week in this month’s newsletter. I know the week has passed but 

I don’t believe Asian Hornets can read!!!! 

We should all remain vigilant. I have spotted a couple of European Hornets in one apiary but a fellow 

member believes she saw something more sinister but she failed to get a photo for evidence and nothing has 

been seen since. 

Russ Shearman a MBBKA member and swarm collection volunteer always asks me ‘Has the fat lady sung 

yet?’ referring to the end of the swarm season. On Saturday 14th. September was called to a swarm Thame. 

Yes it was a swarm! The householder completed our beginner’s course a couple of years ago and knew what 

he was talking about. He has a nest in his chimney and they had swarmed into a shrubbery by his drive. I 

tried in vain to get them in the box and a one point even saw the queen. Alas they had a different plan and 

relocated elsewhere. 

Russ, I believe I can hear a soprano!!!! 

In the newsletter I refer to two projects, The Bee Roadz and Therapbee, which aim to improve habitats for 

bees and other insects and animals. Companies are being ‘encouraged’ to be greener. Colin Theobald, from 

Westcott Venture Park, spent time discussing their efforts and the implications of green initiatives for 

landowners and in industrial environments with myself and others. Since our million bees day we have 

received 2 requests to site hives on industrial parks. These initiatives go hand in hand with changing farming 

practices and countryside stewardship schemes. 

I spent a while with Bill Chapple OBE, Cabinet Member for Planning and Environment at Buckinghamshire 

County Council, at the Greatmoor presentation day. We discussed the potential for re-wilding of grass 

verges in Buckinghamshire. I talked to him about the Lincolnshire initiative and he has promised further 

discussions with his colleagues. 

I often feel that as individual beekeepers and an Association we may not be doing enough to promote out-

apiary use and working with likeminded organisations. Why not make it a resolution for 2010 to look at our 

list of out apiaries on offer, or speak to a local farmer and place a couple of hives somewhere else? 

Well done to Tina and Lisa who organised the Bee Social. I called in for a while and spoke to some 

members who I had never seen ‘sans a bee suit’ before. 



 

Other Items of Interest Included cover the present position on the availability of Certan the wax moth 

treatment. 

Module study groups. Jonathan is organising 2 study groups for the BBKA module exams. These are most 

informative and even if you decline to take the exam the extra knowledge you gain will inform your 

beekeeping decisions. 

Many of you know Roy Brunswick who is our nonagenarian life member and still an active beekeeper. 

Jonathan has included a piece from 1990 from the Bucks County Association Yearbook. An article by Roy, 

who was first name on the swarm collectors list until last year, highlights the ‘mad escapades’ that make 

beekeeping enjoyable process and how we can all learn from our own and other people’s mistakes. 

 

 

 

Honey Exhibitors Beware!!!! Will the Judges be testing your entries in the 

Association Honey Show this year?????  

I have a report from Dr. Martin Kunz, FRSA on issues with honey exhibited at the Apimondia 2019 in 

Montreal. 

Seriously the article below covers some important points on the adulteration of honey. It is obviously a 

world-wide issue. I have included it for your information. 

Reprinted with permission from International Bee Research Association (IBRA). 

Martin Kunz Management Committee member IBRA. 

 

  





T.Q.D.
Dinh from
Vietnam,
one of the
few Asian

voices



 

 

 

 

 

Dear MBBKA Member, 

 

The Annual General Meeting and Honey Show of the Mid Bucks Beekeepers Association will take place on 

Wednesday 16th October,  at the Church of the Good Shepherd, commencing at 7.30pm (doors open at 7pm 

for the staging of honey show entries).  

 

If any member of the Association would like to add a specific item to the Agenda, please email the details to 

secretary@mbbka.org.uk by 2nd October.  The majority of the current members of the committee have put 

themselves forward for re-election, but any member of the Association can stand for any of the Committee 

posts. Should anyone wish to do so please email the secretary, secretary@mbbka.org.uk .  There is one vacant 

position on committee, that of Vice Chair. 

  

Please follow this link for the Agenda, 2018 AGM Minutes and the officers reports for 2019. 

 

The Mid Bucks Honey show will be judged whilst the AGM is being held and the schedule of classes and entry 

form can be found here. 

 

If you have entries for the Honey Show please drop Ruth an email at honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk with your 

completed entry form to let her know which Class(es) you would like to enter. You can still enter on the night but 

giving Ruth advanced notice will help avoid delays on the evening. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you on the 16th 

 

With best wishes 

 

Helen  

 

 

 

mailto:secretary@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mbbka.org.uk?subject=Committee%20positions%20nomination
https://mbbka.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b3a9955a9ade5298d0b8bda79&id=6bc0500787&e=e44a4bc6fa
https://mbbka.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b3a9955a9ade5298d0b8bda79&id=ac4a843423&e=e44a4bc6fa
mailto:honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk?subject=Honey%20Show


Is Certan being withdrawn? 

What is Certan? 

B401 (also known as Certan) is a preventative treatment that controls wax moth. It is a safe and 

environmentally friendly product based on a concentrated solution of Bacillus thuringiensis, a micro-

organism. 

B401 is used after the honey harvest, when the frames are stored and kills young wax moth larvae. It must 

therefore be used before a wax moth infestation. A single application will provide very high efficacy against 

wax moth right up through to the following season. 

Key Facts 

B401 is a concentrated solution of Bacillus thuringiensis subspecies aizawai, a micro-organism, harmless to 

man & honeybee alike. 

100 % efficacy against the larvae of the wax moth (Galleria mellonella). 

A 100% biological product that leaves no residue in wax or honey, does not alter the taste of honey, and is 

environmentally friendly. 

There have been rumours on the Beekeeping Forums for several weeks that Certan is not available and has 

been withdrawn from sale in the UK and EEC. 

This is true of B401 Certan. 

This is being replaced with an upgraded product B402 

The following extract is from Vita Bee Health’s web site 

https://www.vita-europe.com/beehealth/blog/wax-moth-control-product-to-be-superseded/ 

Wax moth control product to be superseded 

Developments are well underway to replace B401, the highly respected biological wax moth control product 

used by beekeepers, with a new and similar product B402. To comply with the new regulatory environment, 

B401 will not be available in the UK when current stocks run out. B402 is nearing completion of its 

development and is expected to go on sale in the USA later this year and, as soon as possible thereafter, in 

the UK. 

Sebastian Owen, commercial director at Vita Bee Health, said, “It’s disappointing that we have had to stop 

supplying B401 at such short notice. The product has been on the market for many years approved under an 

older regulatory regime, but the changing regulatory environment requires us to submit data that is not 

feasible to collect at this time. We have therefore decided to focus on the development of a similar and 

equally effective product, B402. We expect this to be available in the USA later this year and are currently 

investigating the quickest regulatory routes to market for B402 in the UK.” 

Like its forerunner, B402 is a preventative treatment to control wax moth. It is a biological product that is 

safe and environmentally friendly. Its application will be similar to that of B401 and, like its predecessor, 

will provide very high efficacy against wax moth. 

https://www.vita-europe.com/beehealth/diseases/wax-moth/
https://www.vita-europe.com/beehealth/blog/wax-moth-control-product-to-be-superseded/


September Meeting: 

About 35 members attended this talk by 

 Jemma Batten on The Bee Roads Project on the Marlborough Downs: 

I found this a most interesting talk about an interesting project. Gemma managed to get a large number of 

farmers together along with other interested parties to initiate a project to improve ecological diversity in the 

Marlborough Downs area of Wiltshire. They applied for and received £500,000 in funding and have worked 

hard to involve the whole community to improve the habitats in the area. 

Gemma summed it up better than I can!!! 

 In 2012 the farmers of the Marlborough Downs got together to Make Space for Nature on their 

farms.  In doing so, we've made lots of new friends from all walks of life including many local residents 

and people who work on or near the Downs, as well as specialist botanists, ornithologists, lepidopterists, 

entomologists, and various other ...ists too!  In 2014 we made contact with our local beekeepers, and 

since 2015 have been establishing new apiaries on our farms.  In 2017 we joined forces with local group 

Transition Marlborough and gained funding to deliver a year-long campaign to encourage everyone, 

farmers and friends alike, to provide foraging, nesting and hibernation habitat for bees and other 

pollinators along three Bee Roadzz across the Downs, a concept which is now gaining ground with 

communities across the country.  To find out more about the project, visit the website 

www.spacefornature.net, or www.facebook.com/MarlboroughDowns 

 

 

Winter Programme 2019 -2020 

Sarah has just released the list of speakers for our winter programme later this year. 

October Honey Show and AGM 

November: Professor Stevenson on Toxicology 

Title: Sex, Drugs and Ecosystem Services: the surprising 

effects of plant toxins in nectar on bees.   

 Phil's talk will cover aspects of his labs recent work researching nectar and pollen toxins and show how they 

have some surprising effects on bees and may actually help increase pollination services and even the health 

of bees.   Examples will include the toxins in Rhododendron nectar that are highly poisonous to honey bees 

but harmless to Bombus terrestris so conserving the nectar of this invasive species for bumble bees, the 

preferred pollinator for Rhododendron.  Another example will cover the amazing memory improving effects 

of caffeine from coffee and citrus nectar on bees with potential benefits including 

improved pollination of strawberries while also explaining the underlying reasons for mass bee deaths under 

Lime flower (Tilia spp.) trees. Finally, very recent work at Kew has shown how Calluna vulgaris (heather) 

nectar contains natural plant chemicals that act as prophylactic medicines for bees helping them to reduce 

their susceptibility to disease parasites. 

  

http://www.spacefornature.net/
http://www.facebook.com/MarlboroughDowns


 Biog: Phil Stevenson is Professor of Plant Chemistry at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, and at the 

Natural Resources Institute (University of Greenwich).  He leads research at both institutions on the 

ecological role of naturally occurring compounds in pants and how they mediate the interactions of plants 

with other organisms, especially pollinators.  The goal of Phil's work is to develop ways to use plants 

sustainably for enhancing ecosystems and improving horticulture and food security both in UK but also for 

small holder farmers in the tropics. He has published over 100 research articles including in a number of 

high profile journals including Science, Current Biology and Journal of Ecology and has also published a 

number of books and book chapters.  Phil has appeared on various radio and television programmes 

including Inside Science, Gardeners Questions Time, A year at Kew and Kew on a Plate. He 

has participated in public debates on food security for the Royal Society.  Phil is a Fellow of the Royal 

Entomological Society and a Member of the British Ecological Society.  He also has various editorial roles 

on a number of academic journals.  

January: Dr Tom Wood 'Pesticides and Honeybees'. 

February: Dr Mike Garratt and Elena Ciri on Bee health and crop pollination, the latest 

research from Reading University 

March: Margaret Murdin on Bee genetics 

April: Members' papers/talks 

. 

After 6 years in the role Sarah is stepping down as programme secretary at the next AGM.  On behalf of all 

association members who have attended the winter association meetings, I would like to thank Sarah for 

organising the interesting and varied speaker programme we have enjoyed over the past 6 years.  If anyone 

would be interested in volunteering for the role of programme secretary going forward please contact me at 

Chairman@MBBKA.org.uk. 

Module Study Groups 

We hope to be running study groups for BBKA Module 2 (Honey Bee products and forage) and 

Module 6 (Honey Bee Behaviour) this autumn, with the option to take the exams next March 

mailto:Chairman@MBBKA.org.uk


The MBBKA 29 Years Ago and a Salutary Lesson 

I recently came across the Bucks County Beekeepers Association Yearbook for 1990 and on browsing 

through it, it was interesting to note how, in some ways, little has changed over the intervening 29 years, but 

how other aspects of beekeeping have changed dramatically.  One comment in the review of the year was 

that Lawrie Webb had given a talk (with slides – remember those?) on the varroa mite; at the time 

something that only occurred “abroad”.  A bit like Small Hive Beetle now.  Little did the 1989 audience 

know that in April 1992 varroa would be found in the UK for the first time?  And newer beekeepers are 

probably not aware that from 1992 until March 2006, varroa was a notifiable pest in the UK.   Now we all 

have to live with the presence and effects of varroa on a daily basis.   

Similarly our Association still runs in much the same way with indoor winter meetings and summer 

meetings in the apiary, providing beginner’s courses and attending shows.  Interestingly, there is no mention 

of education beyond the beginner’s course, something that is now a particular strength of the MBBKA.  We 

have also grown significantly as beekeeping has become more popular again. Back in 1990 our membership 

stood at about 60 whereas now we are about 250 strong.  

Also in the Yearbook was an article written by one of our now Life Members, Roy Brunswick.  This stood 

out as both amusing, sad and as relevant today as when it occurred, 44 years ago.  This is reproduced below.  

Thank you Roy for writing about your experiences and providing us all with a salutary lesson on the fragility 

of our charges. 

Jonathan Palmer 

I NEVER DID HIVE THOSE BEES 

With an attitude of tackle anything in my first year of bee-keeping, I found myself one summer’s day in '75 

gazing up at a chimney - so obviously the home of many Apis Mellifera. 

The previous owner had replaced the chimney pots with a concrete slab, and with poor jointing of the 

chimney below, had left three entrance holes, making an ideal natural hive.  Visualising a balancing act in 

bee clobber, bee equipment and masons tools, l carefully made my exit, suggesting it as a job for a builder. 

One week later, a phone call from the lady owner told me that two builders had viewed the position - one 

“Wouldn't get up there at any price”, the other observed, “I’m not that mad Madam”.  Since the bees had 

arrived the previous year, I enquired - “Why bother to shift them?”, “Well at first there was only a few, now 

there are many”.  By now the rather charming lady was frantic, her property was up for sale - the surveyor 

was due any day and she was sure it would not receive a clean bill of health - would I please help? 

Next evening - late (no one would see me then) the venture started.  Suitably protected and with smoker, 

empty brood box - fixed to plywood base with entrance trap, loose plywood top including vent holes, a 

carving knife, three pound hammer and cold chisel, we ascended what had appeared to be a helluva distance 

above terra firma. 

Three sharp bangs with hammer and chisel then slight lifting of the concrete slab enabled two long 

horizontal slices to be made with the carving knife severing the comb from the concrete top.  Since by now 

there were a few bees about, the most difficult task was positioning the concrete in a safe position, wedged 

between roof and chimney.  The seven most beautiful natural combs were attached also to the side walls, 

cutting these out and standing them in the brood box was easier than l thought.  There were many bees still 

left further down in the chimney. 

The brood box with bottom trap open and top cover in position was now placed over the chimney with the 

concrete slab on lop to hold all in position. 



Early next morning, the entrance trap was closed, inspection showed no bees in the chimney; to my delight 

they were all in the brood box.  I hadn’t thought too much about fixing the top board down, so this was 

secured with sellotape. 

That evening it was a most happy beekeeper driving home, applauding himself for getting the bees, when, 

through Amersham, a car shot out from a side road.  I hadn't done an emergency stop for years; seconds later 

on reaching fourth gear, I knew that something was wrong - very wrong.  The sellotaped cover had ripped 

right off the brood box; the bees had just burst out. 

To say that l was petrified was a mild understatement - I was immovable.  lf I stopped the car and opened 

the doors or windows, I would lose the bees, my jacket and bee equipment were in the back, and in seconds 

anyway the bees were all over everything, so I just sat and drove - and prayed.  Carefully, I closed the front 

windows and rolled down my shirtsleeves.  The majority of the bees made for the front windscreen, being on 

an angle, the light attracted them much more than the side windows.  It would have helped it the car maker 

had put the wipers on the inside, one cluster had formed, hanging from the trafficator stalk almost to my 

right knee.  I shall never forget the expression on another car driver's face as he drove alongside on passing 

at Wendover. 

Home at last to an astonished wife, wearing a look “Well, he's overdone it this time”.  I removed my person 

from the car being most grateful to be out of it, and like a silly, left the windows closed, brushed off many 

bees and went to dinner. 

During my meal I had it worked out that perhaps the queen was still in the box, and that if the car windows 

were now opened, then towards dusk all would settle and return to the box.  However, this was not to be.  

Forty minutes later, on approaching the car, l was puzzled that I could see no bees.  On opening the door, 

they were all dead.  It was a hot day, and the heat build-up was such that in those forty minutes, I had lost 

the lot, there was not even one alive.  Believe me, I could have wept. 

Regrettably, and most sadly, I had been responsible for the loss of a good colony - the advice of two of our 

old 'uns came through to me as their opinion was sought beforehand, “leave 'em in the chimney, they had 

said.  

Ah, well. We did have a try, and as wifey says, “We all have to learn”. 

For those who are wondering? Throughout the whole episode, I did not receive one sting. So you see - I 

never did hive those bees. 

Roy E Brunswick 



At last! The Permanent Roof for our 8ft x 12ft shed is on 

Hi to All. These photos are of the ‘Famous’ or is it ‘Infamous’ ex-Chalfont’ shed. A select and dedicated 

team of ‘Wubber Woofers’ assembled at the Apiary on Saturday 28th to attach said item in the morning .  

Somewhat chasing the threat of imminent rain, this 

slick group of ‘rubber aficionados!’ went into action 

and got the job done. 50mm x 50mm overhang 

battens were attached on three sides to roof edge.  

We didn’t need to do back edge as a previous bit 

of freestyling by the assembly crew left it with 

sufficient overhang at rear.   

The gaps in roof original roof boards were covered 

with ply sheets at nailed down. 

Roof covered with EPDM (Look it up) 1.5 mm roof 

membrane glued in place on top and edges. Battens 

securing this under edges. It will probably outlast the 

shed! And it didn’t rain while fixing. It was severely 

tested Sat /Sun night. 

Many thanks to Rob, Peter, David, and Mike for giving up their Saturday morning to do it. The continuous 

idle banter and mick taking made it all tolerable. Thanks also to team a RubberRoofs.com for their help and 

advice. 

Thanks again guys. Kevin 



 Apiary - Bulk winter Order Reminder 

Reminder:  Saturday October 5th at 12:00 midday is Closing date for members to take part in Bulk Order

process for Winter Varroa Treatment and Fondant  

We currently have some 27 members taking parts with an order value of £230. Please get your order in 

before the actual closing date 

Repeat link to Order form and Apiary manager e mail as before 



Asian hornet week 2020 

This year, Asian Hornet Week takes place between the 9th to the 15 

September, to raise awareness of this invasive species. 

September is the time of year when 

Asian hornets start hawking 

honeybees at hive entrances. The 

early autumn is the last chance we 

will have to prevent the emergence 

of new Asian hornet queens. 

A further reminder that if we are to have any chance of stopping Asian 

Hornets from becoming established in the UK all Beekeepers, AHATs 

and local BKAs need to be prepared and spend periods of time being on 

the lookout for Asian Hornets at apiaries throughout this autumn. 

Please find the ASIAN HORNET IDENTIFICATION PDF HERE 

With members of the public on alert you may, as a beekeeper be asked 

to look at a hornet. If you are unsure contact Brian Bush or Jonathan 

Palmer who will be willing to help.

Do you know your Asian 

Hornet from your 

European Hornet? 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=b3c1c2e5-8058-4e63-bbfb-15f7bd1bd2ee


Long Hives available - going free to a good home. 

One of our members of many years sadly passed away earlier this year.  Gill Peacock has been helping sort 

out some of his equipment and has two long hives that are available free of charge (perhaps a donation to 

cancer research) if anyone is interested.  They will need to be collected from a 

garden in Ford.  The hives take national size frames and are about the size of 

two national boxes side by side.  If you are interest please contact Gill at Gill 

Peacock [gillstitch@gmail.com] 

The picture shows a long hive in Gill's apiary but the two on offer are very 

similar. 

mailto:Gill%20Peacock%20[gillstitch@gmail.com]
mailto:Gill%20Peacock%20[gillstitch@gmail.com]


BEE   SOCIAL 

Stoke Mandeville Apiary 

Saturday 7 September 2019 

Thanks to everyone who attended the ‘Bring and Share’ event at the Apiary. We 

had over 20 members come and join in. The tables were laden with food that was 

contributed.  

Fortunately the weather was on our side and even the sun made an appearance. A 

good time was had by all and it was lovely to see new and old members which 

gave everyone a chance to meet and talk about bees without their bee suits! 



We are thinking of either having a BBQ or Pig Roast next year.  Either of these 

events will need a commitment on the part of members as we will need to book a 

firm to handle it on our behalf. If this of interest it would be nice to get some 

feedback to see whether it is viable. Please could you let me know on 

tinahoodliles@btinternet.com. 

My thanks go to Lisa Hurley who helped to organise and set up and also to Paul 

Spencer and his wife and to David Linley to help clear up. 

Tina Hood-Liles - Lisa Hurley 





2019 AGM and Honey Show Reminder 

The Annual General Meeting and Honey Show of the Mid Bucks Beekeepers Association will take place on 

Wednesday 16th October,  at the Church of the Good Shepherd, commencing at 7.30pm (doors open at 7pm 

for the staging of honey show entries). 

 If any member of the Association would like to add a specific item to the Agenda, please email the details 

to secretary@mbbka.org.uk by 2nd October... The majority of the current members of the committee have 

put themselves forward for re-election, but any member of the Association can stand for any of the 

Committee posts. Should anyone wish to do so please email the secretary, secretary@mbbka.org.uk .  There 

is one vacant position on committee, that of Vice Chair. 

Please follow this link for the Agenda, 2018 AGM Minutes and the officers’ reports for 2019. 

Honey Show 

The Mid Bucks Honey show will be judged whilst the AGM is being held and the schedule of classes and 

entry form can be found here. 

 If you have entries for the Honey Show, and I do hope you will consider entering this year, please drop 

Ruth an email at honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk with your completed entry form to let her know which 

Class(es) you would like to enter. You can still enter on the night but giving Ruth advanced notice will help 

avoid delays on the evening. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you on the 16th 

 

With best wishes 

 

Helen 

 

  

mailto:secretary@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@mbbka.org.uk?subject=Committee%20positions%20nomination
https://mbbka.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/AGM-Pack-Oct-2019.pdf
https://mbbka.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MID-BUCKS-BEEKEEPERS-2019-Honey-show-schedule.docx
mailto:honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk?subject=Honey%20Show


Preparing Exhibits for a Honey Show  

 

Honey – There are classes for runny and set honey.  What is important is putting the honey in the right class.  

On the day of the show, there will be someone there to help you choose in which class the honey should 

entered.  Grading glasses are used to grade the honey colour, which can be light, medium or dark. You can 

enter more than one honey in a class in the show if you have honey from different hives or supers.  

There are a few important pointers in presenting your honey:- 

 

1. The surface of the honey should be clean.  If there are surface bubbles, you can skim them off using 

a teaspoon to pull the bubbles to one side and scooping them out of the jar.  

 

             

 

Alternatively, push a piece of cling film onto the surface of the honey and gently pull it off and the 

bubbles will stick to the cling film. 

 

            

 

2. Make sure the jars and lids are clean and not sticky. 

 

3. The honey jars are full and there is no visible air gap between the surface of the honey and the 

bottom of the lid of the jar. 

            

 

4. Use a torch to look through the honey to make sure there is no debris or particles in the honey 

5. Make sure you use the correct jar - most classes require you to use the traditional 1lb jars. 

 



 

Wax 

Wax should be filtered and not overheated.  Ideally use cappings wax for showing as this gives the nicest 

coloured wax. 

Choose clean and dry moulds to pour the wax into. 

Make sure your wax cakes/blocks are the correct weight according to the schedule.  

Rolled candles. Look on the internet to find a whole variety of ideas of what can be made using coloured 

beeswax foundation. 

 

Baking.  

There is a fixed recipe in the schedule.  Make sure you follow them and don’t add anything extra!  

Use the correct sized tin for the cake.  

Just be careful as honey burns easily, so be prepared to cover the cake towards the end of the cooking so that 

the cake cooks through but doesn’t burn. 

 

Miscellaneous 

Photograph; It is fairly easy to take pictures of bees on flowers, so look for an image that is a bit unusual. 

Home produced goods – the judge will look for presentation as well as the variety and complexity of making 

the goods on display.  

Frame of honey for display.  You will need to borrow a display case for the frame (the association has a 

number available), which should be completely capped and the frame edges cleaned (the judge will take the 

frame out of the case to examine it, so they don’t want to get sticky!).  Make sure there is no evidence of 

wax moth on the frame. 

 

Beginners 

Please have a go!! 

In the Mid Bucks show we have a beginner’s class. You only need one jar of honey – you will get it back. 

There is also a class judged on the flavour of the honey and the aroma, again only one jar needed. 

 

Showing is fun and displays our craft to the highest standards.  The quality and number of exhibits in the 

MBBKA show has improved over the years and we would like to encourage more of our members to enter. 



 

 (Based on an article by Sue Carter, Chalfont’s Beekeepers Society) 

 

September and October Honey Show Dates 

 

show Date and Location Link to Schedule/Web site 

   

Mid Bucks 

Honey Show and 

AGM 

Wednesday 16th October 

Church of the Good Shepherd Aylesbury 

Doors open at 7pm for entries, the show is 

judged whilst we hold our AGM 

Schedule and entry form 

Advanced entries are encouraged 

but can be made on the evening. 

contact Ruth at: 

honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk 

National Honey 

Show 

24th - 26th October 

Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, Surrey 

 

Website 

All entries to made in advance 

please see the schedule for details of 

how to enter. 

 

  

https://mbbka.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MID-BUCKS-BEEKEEPERS-2019-Honey-show-schedule.docx
mailto:mailtomailtohoneyshow@mbbka.org.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
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All prices are approximate due to price variation in WRC. All items assembled using waterproof glue stainless steel 

screws. 

Contact Brian at brian.bush@btinternet.com or phone 07767304067 

Roof Flat - £25 

Super - £16 

Brood Box - £25 

Brood Box 14X12  - £33 

Open Mesh Floor - £15 

Stand - £20-£25 

Queen Excluder 

- £10 

Crown Board - 

£5£30 

Roof Gabled - £30 

mailto:brian.bush@btinternet.com


 

I also have some hive stands for sale. 

#  
Single hive stand, as pictured, £17:50 

Double hive stand: £25:00 

Phone or text Brian on 07767304067  



 

Therapeutic Bee Keeping - Update 

We had the great presentation day on the 6th. September. Thank you to all the MBBKA members who came 

to one or both of the two events. I really appreciated your support. (It must be said that your ability to eat 

two buffets in a day is a little suspect!!!) A full report on this presentation will be appearing in the 

November issue of the BBKA magazine. 

As I forecast in the last newsletter 2 pallet loads 

of equipment arrived a couple of days before the 

presentation along with several boxes with 

smokers, hive tools and bee brushes. Before I 

could carry them all into the building a 

consignment of 6 large boxes containing 3 Omlet 

Beehaus hives arrived. Finding a home to store all 

this equipment in the rooms we occupy in the 

building was fun but Westcott Venture Park came 

up with another large storage room for us to use. 

 

 

In the next few weeks BBC TV want to film a 

piece about this venture. I will be in touch with 

volunteers with proposed dates as soon as I have 

them.  

 

The TherapBee is a project started by Jim 

Webster of Bees Knees and some serving 

and former members of the armed forces. 

A number of MBBKA members have 

volunteered to assist and advise.  

The BCC contractors who run the 

Greatmoor Waste Incinerator are 

sponsoring the equipment for 1 million 

bees to mark the burning of the millionth 

ton of rubbish at the facility. 

Westcott Venture Park are providing facilities that include a meeting room, workshop, kitchen and toilet for 

the project and the hives will be positioned around the WVP site. 

 

  

Figure 1 Presentation of hives and Bees at Greatmoor 

Figure 2Jim Webster (Mr Bees Knees) and Colin Theobald (Manager of WVP) 

Figure 3Hiving Bees and moving spectators at WVP 



 

 

 

Sean’s Foundation 2019 Price List 

 

I always keep spare stock of foundation, frames and hive parts. The foundation is particularly well priced. If 

you are in a rush for an item of Beekeeping equipment please contact me as I may already have it. 
 

Item Price 

  

Foundation  

  

Brood 14 x12, wired, 10 sheets £17.50 

Brood Deep National wired, 10 sheets £10.50 

Super wired, 10 sheets £6.70 

Super unwired, 10 sheets £5.50 

  

Frames (seconds)  

  

14 x 12, per 10 frames £11.50 

DN4/5, per 10 frames £10.00 

SN1, per 10 frames £8.00 

  

Hive Parts  

  

National Brood Box £30.00 

National Super £20.00 

Open Mesh Floor (Pine) £21.00 

Framed queen excluder  £17.00 

  

Other Hive parts and Beekeeping bits Price on Request 

 

Contact: Sean Stephenson, sean@wendover.co.uk or 07867787800 

  

mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk


Are You Registered? 

Registering your hives on BeeBase is free. You will be automatically 

informed of disease outbreaks. The Bee Inspectorate may include you in 

their testing surveys which can be most helpful. Subsidy from the EU, 

which helps pay for the NBU, is based on the number of hives 

registered nationally. (http://www.nationalbeeunit.com) 

Every colony needs to be recorded on BeeBase, log on here and update records 

if necessary. 

 

 

 

Following our AGM our Committee for 2018/2019 

CHAIRMAN HELEN PALMER 

VICE CHAIRMAN  CAROLINE WINDLEY 

SECRETARY GODFREY CLEMENTS 

TREASURER ANDREW SMITH 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY JONATHAN PALMER 

APIARY MANAGER KEVIN CRANGLES 

PROGRAMME SECRETARY SARAH TURNER 

LIBRARIAN JOHN THEOBOLD 

HONEY SHOW SECRETARY RUTH STEPHENSON 

EDUCATION OFFICER JONATHAN MATTHEWS 

NOVICE BEE KEEPER ROB SPILLER 

COMMITTEE MEMBER DORRIE TUTTON 

COMMITTEE MEMBER PAUL SPENCER 

COMMITTEE MEMBER TINA HOOD-LILES 

 

 

Brian Bush will continue as Swarm Officer for another year and will continue to 

try to edit the Association Newsletter. These are non-committee posts. 

  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/


 

Out Apiary Sites 

 

At the Bucks County Show on the 29th August some visitors to our stand 

offered a number of new sites for out apiaries.   

 

The first is a 30 acre nature reserve been developed in the Lee, Great Missenden. 

The second is a 17 acre meadow in Brill to the West of Aylesbury. 

The third is a new woodland and meadow are at Edgecott 

 

Please contact John Dadswell if you are interested as John keeps a list of all the sites that have been offered. 
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