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Winter 2019 

First Event 
Wednesday 18th. September 

Jemma Batten on  

‘The Bee Roads Project’  

Church of the Good Shepherd 



Editorial

It is a glorious day outside and I have spent the morning harvesting, raspberries, tomatoes, beetroot and 

sweetcorn on the allotment. 

The one harvest we as beekeepers cannot have a surplus of is honey. I have had my best year for some time 

and harvested just under 300lbs.  

Some of my apiaries did very well but from 2 of them there has been no honey crop worth taking off. 

I suppose a lot depends on the year and the forage available but I am glad I have my hives in a variety of 

locations. 

My new queens have not fared as well as I had initially hoped. The hot weather they experienced during 

their journey from Germany I think may be the main contributing factor. One died immediately after they 

were released by the bees, one has never laid and another was superseded immediately. 

The wasps have been a real problem this year in one apiary. I exchanged NUCs for stronger hives that had 

more guard bees and could defend themselves better. I also installed wasp traps on the fence posts 

surrounding the apiary. For 10 days the traps filled with a large number of wasps and then the invasion 

abated as I was removing their foragers ‘en masse’. This week there has been an upsurge in numbers again 

so I have renewed the ‘brew’ and will remain vigilant. 

My ‘Brew’ 

 A jar of fruit jam.

 A can of cheap cider

 Fruit juice if available

 Sugar syrup

 Table spoon of vinegar (Vinegar is attractive to wasps but repels bees)

 Make up to a gallon with water.

County Show 

This year I attended the County Show as usual. My friend runs the Aylesbury Vale Prostate Cancer Support 

Group who, by luck, always get a pitch next to the BUCKS BKA . Nadia and I always erect the gazebo for 

this group and I was asked to supervise the volunteers on show day as my friend was not available. 

As is usual with our beekeepers several of them pitched in on Wednesday evening to help with the gazebo. 

Nadia and I were very grateful. 

Spending all day at the show I kept calling in on the beekeepers. Their stand was busy all day and it’s good 

to have a chat with fellow beeks and the general public. 

It then struck me that with very few exceptions I knew most of the people manning the stand. It was a case 

of the ‘same old faces’ from across the County.

We trained 40 people on the beginners’ course last winter and judging by the response from the public at the 

show we will be oversubscribed next year. 



 

My question is WHY IS IT ALWAYS THE SAME OLD FACES??? 

Answer? 

 Some people are too shy to get involved 

 Some people feel they are excluded. 

 Some new members feel that they do not know enough 

 We are not asking for volunteers in the correct manner 

I don’t know the reasons but I am sure we can come up with a strategy to encourage more members to help. 

From personal experience I have found that asking people results in a positive in many cases. I rapidly fill 

the swarm collectors list with volunteers by asking people directly but get few extra bodies from general 

pleadings in the newsletter. 

I have asked people individually to help with several projects this year and the response has been amazing.  

SO Come On! Volunteer! And the old faces twist a few arms!!! 

TALKING OF GETTING INVOLVED DON’T FORGET 

THE CLUB SOCIAL NEXT WEEKEND  

 

 

 

At the County Show I was waylaid by an acquaintance who works for Farol Agricultural Engineers. 

Invited to their stand I was shown some impressive machinery. The little articulated loader below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This rather nice ‘Big Boy’s Toy’ has an 

attachment for beekeepers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am starting my list to Santa today. 

Yes, I also need another 500 hives to make it worthwhile!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

  





Bucks County Show 2019 

By Sean Stephenson 

 

A big thank you to all the Bucks County Beekeepers who helped with the setting up, running 

and tear down of our stand the county show on 29th August. A lot of effort goes into the 

preparation for and the running of the event and all the support is appreciated. 

The stand is the opportunity for Beekeepers from across the county to promote our craft to 

the public as well as give Beekeepers the opportunity to discuss the current season and 

exchange knowledge about our passion. 

After slow and cloudy start to the day the weather improved, and the visitors flooded in. As 

with many shows across the country the attendance was not as high as in previous years. This 

did not seem to affect the popularity of our stand. 

The stand included displays from each of the county Associations, three Observation hives 

(two in use at any one time), candle rolling, honey tasting and the sale of honey from across 

the county. It was amazing how popular the stand has become at the show; at any one time 

we would have a young (and not so young) person rolling candles, families tasting honey and 

people within the marquee talking about Beekeeping and the environment. 

There is a great deal of interest in Honey Bees and pollinating insects in general, promoting 

Beekeeping as county organisation meant we could appeal to a wider audience. Several 

extremely interesting apiary sites were offered and there was great interest shown in the 2020 

Beginners courses offered by each Association. 

All in all, a successful event which we hope to attend again next year. 

Thank you again to all those members who supported the event. 



Asian hornet week 2020 

This year, Asian Hornet Week takes place between the 9th to the 15 

September, to raise awareness of this invasive species. 

September is the time of year when 

Asian hornets start hawking 

honeybees at hive entrances. The 

early autumn is the last chance we 

will have to prevent the emergence 

of new Asian hornet queens. 

A further reminder that if we are to have any chance of stopping Asian 

Hornets from becoming established in the UK all Beekeepers, AHATs 

and local BKAs need to be prepared and spend periods of time being on 

the look out for Asian Hornets at apiaries throughout this autumn. 

Please find the ASIAN HORNET IDENTIFICATION PDF HERE 

With members of the public on alert you may, as a beekeeper be asked 

to look at a hornet. If you are unsure contact Brian Bush or Jonathan 

Palmer who will be willing to help.

Do you know your Asian 

Hornet from your 

European Hornet? 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=b3c1c2e5-8058-4e63-bbfb-15f7bd1bd2ee


Preparing Exhibits for a Honey Show 

Honey – There are classes for runny and set honey.  What is important is putting the honey in the right class. 

On the day of the show, there will be someone there to help you choose in which class the honey should 

entered.  Grading glasses are used to grade the honey colour, which can be light, medium or dark. You can 

enter more than one honey in a class in the show if you have honey from different hives or supers.  

There are a few important pointers in presenting your honey:- 

1. the surface of the honey should be clean.  If there are surface bubbles, you can skim them off using a

teaspoon to pull the bubbles to one side and scooping them out of the jar.

Alternatively, push a piece of cling film onto the surface of the honey and gently pull it off and the 

bubbles will stick to the cling film. 

2. Make sure the jars and lids are clean and not sticky.

3. The honey jars are full and there is no visible air gap between the surface of the honey and the

bottom of the lid of the jar.

4. Use a torch to look through the honey to make sure there is no debris or particles in the honey

5. Make sure you use the correct jar - most classes require you to use the traditional 1lb jars.



 

Wax 

Wax should be filtered and not overheated.  Ideally use cappings wax for showing as this gives the nicest 

coloured wax. 

Choose clean and dry moulds to pour the wax into. 

Make sure your wax cakes/blocks are the correct weight according to the schedule.  

Rolled candles. Look on the internet to find a whole variety of ideas of what can be made using coloured 

beeswax foundation. 

 

Baking.  

There is a  fixed recipe in the schedule.  Make sure you follow them and don’t add anything extra!  

Use the correct sized tin for the cake.  

Just be careful as honey burns easily, so be prepared to cover the cake towards the end of the cooking so that 

the cake cooks through but doesn’t burn. 

 

Miscellaneous 

Photograph;. It is fairly easy to take pictures of bees on flowers, so look for an image that is a bit unusual. 

Home produced goods – the judge will look for presentation as well as the variety and complexity of making 

the goods on display.  

Frame of honey for display.  You will need to borrow a display case for the frame(the association has a 

number available), which should be completely capped and the frame edges cleaned (the judge will take the 

frame out of the case to examine it, so they don’t want to get sticky!).  Make sure there is no evidence of 

wax moth on the frame. 

 

Beginners 

Please have a go!! 

In the Mid Bucks show we have a beginners class. You only need one jar of honey – you will get it back. 

There is also a class judged on the flavour of the honey and the aroma, again only one jar needed. 

 

Showing is fun and displays our craft to the highest standards.  The quality and number of exhibits in the 

MBBKA show has improved over the years and we would like to encourage more of our members to enter. 



 (based on an article by Sue Carter, Chalfonts Beekeepers Society) 

September and October Honey Show Dates 

show Date and Location Link to Schedule/Web site 

Bucks County 

Beekeepers 

Show and 

Autumn 

Meeting 

Saturday 28th September 

Seer Green Baptist Church, Seer Green 

Entries 2pm-2:45pm 

Open to all four Buckinghamshire 

Associations 

Schedule and entry form 

Advanced entries are encouraged but 

can be made on the day.  Contact: Helen 

Cave, 

membership@chalfontsbeekeepers.co.uk 

Mid Bucks 

Honey Show 

and AGM 

Wednesday 16th October 

Church of the Good Shepherd Aylesbury 

Doors open at 7pm for entries, the show is 

judged whilst we hold our AGM 

Schedule and entry form 

Advanced entries are encouraged but 

can be made on the evening. 

contact Ruth at: 

honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk 

National Honey 

Show 

24th - 26th October 

Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, Surrey 

Website 

All entries to made in advance please 

see the schedule for details of how to 

enter. 

https://mbbka.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/bucks-county-honey-showentry-form2019.pdf
mailto:membership@chalfontsbeekeepers.co.uk
https://mbbka.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MID-BUCKS-BEEKEEPERS-2019-Honey-show-schedule.docx
mailto:mailtomailtohoneyshow@mbbka.org.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/


Honey Extraction Workshop 

On the 24th August we held a honey extraction workshop and 14 people attended.  We were trailing a new 

format and venue this year by holding the session at Butlers Cross village hall on a Saturday.  The aim of the 

day was to show some of our new beekeepers how to uncap and spin down the frames from the honey 

supers.  We had 6 supers to extract, 2 from the association apiary and 4 from one of our members who has 

dislocated his shoulder and is unable to do any heavy lifting at the moment.  Following a short 

demonstration the attendees soon got stuck in and we made good progress with three uncapping stations and 

two extractors on the go.  Godfrey also demonstrated uncapping using a heat gun and a spiked roller; much 

less sticky if you are not worried about collecting and processing the cappings wax.  The new venue worked 

well and everyone enjoyed the session. 

Ready to go... Getting a bit messy now 

Honey! The hot air gun method 



mailto:Gill%20Peacock%20[gillstitch@gmail.com]


Photos following the Apiary meeting on 21st 

August 

On 21st August we held our last summer meeting at the Association apiary. The theme of the 

meeting was “preparing for winter” and we united a couple of colonies as part of the exercise. 

Below are a couple of photos showing the results of the successful exercise. 

There were two nucs on stand 5, we used the 

envelope method of uniting the colonies. The 

caged queen and her colony were enclosed at the 

front of the hive by a single page of the telegraph. 

The other queenless colony was placed to the rear 

of the brood box. 

This phot was taken 6 days later, all the dividing 

paper had been eaten away and the queen was 

laying on the frames to the rear of the colony. 

Success! 

 

 

 

 

The other 

uniting on stand 7 was more a classic paper method with 

the queenless colony placed above two sheets of 

newspaper and held down by a queen excluder. 

Again, all the dividing paper had been eaten through and 

can be seen as fine snow like paper beneath the open mesh 

floor. 

As this colony was separated by a queen excluder the 

upper colony had raised queen cells which were torn down 

before removing the excluder. 

Two of the key things to ensure a uniting is successful is 

to first make the queen safe by placing her in a queen cage 

with a fondant plug and to check for queen cells prior to 

removing any barrier. 

All of the summer meetings have been well attended this year and I hope that you have found 

them useful. We have already started planning next year’s summer meetings. If you have any 

comments on this season’s meetings or have suggests for next year please contact Helen at 

chairman@mbbka.org.uk. 

mailto:chairman@mbbka.org.uk


Challenging Bees!!! 

What do most of us want from our bees? 

I would probably say bees that gentle and easy to handle is most beekeepers priority, all other attributes are 

secondary. Most of you have probably learned to ‘switch off’ when I start leading off about the 

‘challenging’ local mongrels. 

The first swarm call this season was from a new member who completed the beginners’ course last winter. 

They already had a hive of bees and this early swarm was large and exceptionally bad tempered. 

I boxed it up and took it away and offered advice with regard to the colony and hoped that the new queen 

would be of a better temperament. Sadly she is not and it makes handling these bees a frightening chore. It 

has proved difficult for Julia all year and impossible to take the usual steps of replacing the queen, splitting 

the hive etc. 

Julia rang me last week to ask me to place an advert in the newsletter. She was willing to give away this 

colony of prolific, highly productive bees to any member who would take them on. I have thought about this 

and it occurs to me that we, as an Association, should be doing more to help members with this type of 

issue.  

I have several ideas to try to help with this hive but they would involve supplying 2 or 3 new queens and a 

short term loan of some equipment. It would also involve at least 2 of us with nerves of steel, to sort out the 

hive for Julia. Anyone with any ideas and who is willing to help please contact me and we will see what we 

can do. 

UPDATE 

I have had 2 offers of help but I have been so busy I have been unable to organise anything. 

I am going to suggest that the bees are left to their own devices until the Spring and then when there are 

fewer we can deal with them 



Advertisement 

All prices are approximate due to price variation in WRC. All items assembled using waterproof glue stainless steel 

screws. 

Contact Brian at brian.bush@btinternet.com or phone 07767304067 

Roof Flat - 

Super - £16 

Brood Box - 

Brood Box 14X12  - £33 

Open Mesh Floor - 

Stand - £20-

Queen 

Crown Board 

Roof Gabled - £30 Do you want to buy someone you 

love a hive for Christmas? I am 

taking orders now!!! 

mailto:brian.bush@btinternet.com


I also have some hive stands for sale. 

#
Single hive stand, as pictured, £17:50 

Double hive stand: £25:00 

Phone or text Brian on 07767304067 



Therapeutic Bee Keeping 

This is a project started by Jim Webster of Bees Knees and some serving and former members of the 

services. A number of MBBKA members have volunteered to assist and advise.  

The BCC contractors who run the Greatmoor Waste Incinerator are sponsoring the equipment for 1 million 

bees to mark the burning of the millionth ton of rubbish at the facility. 

Westcott Venture Park are providing facilities that include a meeting room, workshop, kitchen and toilet for 

the project and the hives will be positioned around the WVP site. 

I have collected the first 3 NUCs of Gloucestershire bees and 3 hives from Maisemore Apiaries. 

Tina and Lisa kindly painted the poly hives in Red White and Blue and the bees will be transferred to them 

this week. 

We are expecting the bulk of the equipment, 2 pallet loads to arrive early this week and as many of you 

know we have a pair of publicity events next Friday. 

I need to urgently make up some brood frames when the new equipment arrives. 

Jim Webster and a team from RAF Halton are erecting a Marquee for the WVP event and Nadia has washed 

my best bee suit as I will have to handle the bees for the presentation. 



New Newsletter Editor Required 

On a personal note I am cutting back on my commitments to the MBBKA. 

As most of you know I fulfil a number of non-committee roles within the Association. 

The editing of the newsletter was one I took on from January 2018 because I sensed it was a difficult 

monthly burden for the Chairman. 

I had high hopes of expanding the newsletter to include as much information about the Association and 

beekeeping in general. I feel that I have succeeded in some of my aims, even if the only feedback I received 

is light-hearted joking about the number of pages. 

The newsletter is only as good as its contributors and many Association members have been most supportive 

in providing reports and news about club activities.  

One member regularly forwards information on scientific articles from all over the world and I have smiled 

with satisfaction when the BBKA Newsletter landed in my letterbox with a ‘hot news’ article that we had 

published in the MBBKA Newsletter 2 months before. I will always be particularly indebted to Sean who 

has provided content every month. 

Over the past 18 months my family circumstances have changed and I feel it would be prudent to find a new 

editor for January 2020. 

My other role is as swarm officer. I have been doing this for at least 5 years and I have thoroughly enjoyed 

the job most of the time and it has given me a long list of stories to bore you all with at meetings.  

I have a significant birthday in January 2020 and found myself questioning the sense in standing a-top a 

stepladder collecting a swarm the other day 

I will see out this swarm season but hope the Association can find a volunteer to take on this role. I am very 

willing to give help and guidance if someone wants an ‘Apprentice Season’ and will of course continue to 

collect. 



Winter Programme 2019 -2020 

Sarah has just released the list of speakers for our winter programme later this year. 

September: Jemma Batten on The Bee Roads Project

Bee Roadzz on the Marlborough Downs: 

In 2012 the farmers of the Marlborough Downs got together to Make Space for Nature on their farms.  In 

doing so, we've made lots of new friends from all walks of life including many local residents and people 

who work on or near the Downs, as well as specialist botanists, ornithologists, lepidopterists, entomologists, 

and various other ...ists too!  In 2014 we made contact with our local beekeepers, and since 2015 have been 

establishing new apiaries on our farms.  In 2017 we joined forces with local group Transition Marlborough 

and gained funding to deliver a year-long campaign to encourage everyone, farmers and friends alike, to 

provide foraging, nesting and hibernation habitat for bees and other pollinators along three Bee Roadzz 

across the Downs, a concept which is now gaining ground with communities across the country.  To find out 

more about the project, visit the website www.spacefornature.net, or 

www.facebook.com/MarlboroughDowns 

November: Professor Stevenson on Toxicology 

January: Dr Tom Wood on Challenges that intensive agricultural beekeeping poses 

February: Dr Mike Garratt and Elena Ciri on Bee health and crop pollination, the latest 

research from Reading University 

March: Margaret Murdin on Bee genetics 

April: Members' papers/talks 

. 

After 6 years in the role Sarah is stepping down as programme secretary at the next AGM.  On behalf of all 

association members who have attended the winter association meetings, I would like to thank Sarah for 

organising the interesting and varied speaker programme we have enjoyed over the past 6 years.  If anyone 

would be interested in volunteering for the role of programme secretary going forward please contact me at 

Chairman@MBBKA.org.uk. 

http://www.spacefornature.net/
http://www.facebook.com/MarlboroughDowns
mailto:Chairman@MBBKA.org.uk


Sean’s Foundation 2019 Price List 

I always keep spare stock of foundation, frames and hive parts. The foundation is particularly well priced. If 

you are in a rush for an item of Beekeeping equipment please contact me as I may already have it. 

Item Price 

Foundation 

Brood 14 x12, wired, 10 sheets £17.50 

Brood Deep National wired, 10 sheets £10.50 

Super wired, 10 sheets £6.70 

Super unwired, 10 sheets £5.50 

Frames (seconds) 

14 x 12, per 10 frames £11.50 

DN4/5, per 10 frames £10.00 

SN1, per 10 frames £8.00 

Hive Parts 

National Brood Box £30.00 

National Super £20.00 

Open Mesh Floor (Pine) £21.00 

Framed queen excluder £17.00 

Other Hive parts and Beekeeping bits Price on Request 

Contact: Sean Stephenson, sean@wendover.co.uk or 07867787800 

mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk


Are You Registered? 

Registering your hives on BeeBase is free. You will be automatically 

informed of disease outbreaks. The Bee Inspectorate may include you in 

their testing surveys which can be most helpful. Subsidy from the EU, 

which helps pay for the NBU, is based on the number of hives 

registered nationally. (http://www.nationalbeeunit.com) 

Every colony needs to be recorded on BeeBase, log on here and update records 

if necessary. 

Following our AGM our Committee for 2018/2019 

CHAIRMAN HELEN PALMER 

VICE CHAIRMAN CAROLINE WINDLEY 

SECRETARY GODFREY CLEMENTS 

TREASURER ANDREW SMITH 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY JONATHAN PALMER 

APIARY MANAGER KEVIN CRANGLES 

PROGRAMME SECRETARY SARAH TURNER 

LIBRARIAN JOHN THEOBOLD 

HONEY SHOW SECRETARY RUTH STEPHENSON 

EDUCATION OFFICER JONATHAN MATTHEWS 

NOVICE BEE KEEPER ROB SPILLER 

COMMITTEE MEMBER DORRIE TUTTON 

COMMITTEE MEMBER PAUL SPENCER 

COMMITTEE MEMBER TINA HOOD-LILES 

Brian Bush will continue as Swarm Officer for another year and will continue to 

try to edit the Association Newsletter. These are non-committee posts. 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/


Out Apiary Sites 

At the Bucks County Show on the 29th August some visitors to our stand 

offered a number of new sites for out apiaries.   

The first is a 30 acre nature reserve been developed in the Lee, Great Missenden. 

The second is a 17 acre meadow in Brill to the West of Aylesbury. 

The third is a new woodland and meadow are at Edgecott 

Please contact John Dadswell if you are interested as John keeps a list of all the sites that have been offered. 



Equipment available -  going free to a good home. 

David Jutson, one of our members of many many years, sadly passed away earlier this year.  Gill Peacock 

has been helping sort out some of his equipment.  David's family do not want payment for any of the items, 

they are happy for them to go to a good home but we would suggest a voluntary contribution to Cancer 

Research would be appropriate.   

Photos of the equipment are shown below 

If you are interest please contact Gill at Gill Peacock [gillstitch@gmail.com] 

The picture shows a long hive in Gill's apiary but the two on offer are very similar. 

Two long hives. 

They will need to be 

collected from a 

garden in Ford.  The 

hives take national size 

frames and are about 

the size of two 

national boxes side by 

side. 

A small eight frame 

national hive.  Solid 

and in good order.  

Frames not included. 

A small electric wax 

heater in good working 

order 

Two commercial nuc 

boxes.  No roofs.  

Each one comes with 6 

frames containing new 

foundation.  

8 boiled commercial 

frames. 

Wax melting can - 

looks new 

30 new furniture 

polish tins with labels. 

mailto:Gill%20Peacock%20[gillstitch@gmail.com]


Comb cutter with 

labels. 

Queen trapping frame. 

November BBKA Module Exams 

The November BBKA Module Exams will take place on Saturday 9th November and the deadline for 

BBKA to receive applications and payment for these is 30th September.  However, due to holidays and 

other commitments, the County Education Secretary must receive all completed module application forms 

no later than Thursday 19th September in order that they can be checked and sent off to BBKA in time. 

Key points that are often missed when filling in the application form are: 

 circle the module that you wish to take

 include your BBKA number where shown

 enter your details in the receipt box at the bottom right of the form

 enter the details of the Bucks County Education Secretary at the bottom left of the form (pre-

populated versions are available from the MBBKA website – see below)

Entry forms can be downloaded from BBKA (https://www.bbka.org.uk/exams-and-assessments-of-the-

bbka) or from the MBBKA website with the Country Education Secretary’s details pre-populated so that 

you do not need to do this. 

We recommend paying the exam fees (£30 per module) by card over the phone to the BBKA office (02476 

696679).  This works very well and ensures that BBKA know the candidate will be sitting the exam, even if 

there is a glitch with the paperwork.  However, if preferred, a cheque can be enclosed with the form.  All 

entry forms should be sent to: 

Jonathan Palmer 

BCBA Education Secretary 

14 Rook Wood Way 

Great Missenden 

HP16 0DF 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/exams-and-assessments-of-the-bbka
https://www.bbka.org.uk/exams-and-assessments-of-the-bbka
https://mbbka.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/BBKA-2019-Application-Form.pdf
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