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Editorial

I am sitting at the computer with outside temperatures of 24C and it has rained all day. For once I have a 

good idea about the subject of my editorial. As a typical Englishman I am going to talk about the weather! 

Well sort of! 

It was only 10 days ago that I heeded the advice from the NBU, regarding starvation and the ‘June Gap’. 

I duly visited all my hives and Nucs and checked they had enough stores. 

Many of the Nuc boxes needed some feed added but the main hives were OK. 

This weekend and yesterday I experienced 2 torrid apiary sessions during the heat and humidity. On Sunday 

even Mrs. B felt sorry for me and rushed to help me disrobe and cool off. Judging by the state of my clothes 

I must have lost more fluid than a Scandinavian in a Sauna. 

Why was I putting myself through such torture? Well there was important tasks to carry out. Task number 1 

was to move four frames of brood to a new box on top of the hive. The nurse bees will follow the brood up 

and on Monday I could create 2 Nucs to receive some sealed queen cells from Debbie. 

OK so far. 

What I have not mentioned was that there are 3 full supers on this hive and a lot of bees. Seven other hives 

were in a similar situation and required the addition of supers. I have never been in this position before 

where the majority of my full hives have so much honey early in the season. Normally I rely on the 

blackberry for the bulk of my crop. The local ones, on the old village dump, that probably originate from a 

cultivated variety, have been flowering for about 10 days and are reaching their peak.  

Memo to self you had better prepare more supers just in case. 

Monday’s task was to set up the Nucs for the queen cells. All went well, with help from Debbie. We then 

went to two of my out apiaries. The grass was above waist height and I was pleased that Debbie was using 

her 4X4. 

I then decided to move a Nuc into a full hive. 

Remember 10 days ago when I was supplementary feeding them, now the box was full to brimming and 

they were not enjoying the hot humid weather at all. 

I don’t know who was more agitated them or me? 

Earlier in the year one of my Carniolan queens unexpectedly swarmed. Yes we all make mistakes! 

The swarm took up residence, with a little encouragement, in an empty hive. 

I had 4 large queen cells in the original hive. 

I left one in the hive. 

I removed 4 frames of brood and set up two 3 frame Nucs with a queen cell in each. 

The 4th queen cell I added to a queen-less swarm. 

All new queens emerged and appear to be mated well. I have had to put a super on 2 of the new colonies 

already. 

Why had the original colony swarmed? They had ample space, it was a 2018 queen and came from non-

swarmy stock. The answer was that the bees sensed she was failing. In her new hive she only laid drone 

brood! 



Therapeutic Bee Keeping 

In a former life before I became old and decrepit I worked on an IT contract for the armed forces. 

I have always had great respect for our service men and women. As Wellington was reputed to have said, ‘I 

don't know what effect these men will have upon the enemy, but, by God, they frighten me.’ 

Many of our service personnel today have seen and suffered terrible sights on the battlefields of the Middle 

East. Also our civilian service personnel the Police, Fire and Ambulance services suffer injuries and 

traumatic experiences as part of their duties. 

Early in the Spring Jim, of ‘Bees Knees’ fame, asked me if I would help with the setting up of a therapeutic 

bee keeping club at Westcott Venture Park. He felt that I had some wisdom to offer and said would I 

initially mentor and advise the members. I said yes, but deep down I wondered if it would come to fruition. 

The expense of setting up an ambitious idea I felt may be a stumbling block. 

About 2 weeks ago Jim rang me to tell me that WVP have given a building FOC for use of this venture. It 

has a kitchen area, and area that can be used for small meetings and things such as honey extraction and a 

workshop storage area. 

On the same day I was phoned by the public relations company for the incinerator plant at Greatmoor. They 

are about to burn their 1,000,000th ton of waste and wanted to mark the occasion. The idea of the workers at 

Greatmoor was to sponsor a million bees. They had spoken to MBBKA committee members and the plan 

from a public relations company was very nebulous. I was going to dismiss this as a silly stunt but later had 

the thought that this may be a way of kick starting Jim’s project.  

Last week I met Russ, who you may remember as one of the people in RAF uniform, who attended the 

beginners course a couple of years ago. He is one of the ‘partners’ on the project and filled me with 

enthusiasm. He told me that many service personnel have difficulty in adapting to civilian life because of 

their limited contacts and friends outside of the services. He believes beekeeping and the preparation and 

maintenance of equipment and the social interaction Jim and his team will be providing are most important. 

So having played ‘match-maker’ and put both parties in touch with one another I pondered the logistics. 

A million bees is approximately 20 hives, frames and ancillary equipment. Asked by both sides to come up 

with a shopping list I have done just that and we are hoping the sponsor will purchase the hives and ancillary 

equipment before their millionth ton of waste goes up in smoke. 

It is a little late in the day for obtaining the bees this year but they will be pre-ordered for delivery next year.  

If all goes according to plan I will collect the first couple of hives from the supplier and a Nucleus of bees. 

They are planning ‘the big publicity day’, which for one side is the reason for their generosity, and for Jim’s 

group it will be a glorious start.  

I am tasked with placing the bees in the hive for all to see and the press to take pictures!!! (I have to keep my 

hood on so that the photos are not ruined!!!!!) 

Fellow members, I have volunteered to help and I asked another member on Monday and they were very 

keen. If you would like to give a little of your time and help with this project then please let me know. 



Association Honey Extracting Equipment 

Hopefully with this warmer weather 

we can start to think about 

extracting some honey! 

The Association has several pieces 

of extracting equipment available 

for loan; two tangential manual 

extractors (one with built in filter 

and settling tank, a 9-frame 

electric extractor, uncapping tray 

which can be used for melting 

down crystallised honey in the 

comb and bucket with plastic 

filters. 

If you would like to borrow any of 

these items, please contact Sean 

Stephenson at 

sean@wendover.co.uk. 

Have you seen the orchids this year? 

The display of orchids at 

the BBOWT Aston Clinton 

Ragpits site are particularly 

impressive. See if you can 

find the Bee Orchid. 

mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/aston-clinton-ragpits
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/aston-clinton-ragpits


Swarm Collection 2019 

The number of swarm calls has dropped off considerably. I have asked a couple of members to collect small 

swarms that have turned up and last week I collected a swarm in Thame during torrential rain. 

I have also had a call about a suspected Asian Hornet , Vespa Velutina, nest in Aylesbury. 

Don’t Panic it was a small wasp nest in a shrub. The elderly 

gentleman had never seen a wasp nest built outside like this 

before and having looked it up on the internet was 

convinced it was a 

Primary Asian 

Hornet nest. I don’t 

think he approached 

closely enough to 

see the wasps 

entering and 

leaving. 

Whilst on the subject of ‘The Scourge from the East’ several newspapers carried reports of an Asian Hornet 

being seen, and photographed, in Barnstable.  

Out of curiosity I investigated the online reports and viewed the 

photographs. It was clearly a European Hornet, Vespa Crabro. The article 

I read in ‘The Sun’ did correctly identify it towards the end of the article. 

Prior to this there was the usual hype. Paul told me that it was the ‘Page 3 

pin-up’ in ‘The Metro’. (Never let the facts get in the way of a good 

story!!!) 

More seriously, please keep up your vigilance. Beekeepers are probably 

the first line of defence against incursions by this non-native species.  

Do you know your Cabro from your Velutina????? 



Summer Events, Fetes and Fairs 

As we move into summer we are looking forward to attending a number of local events across our region.  

These events are a great opportunity for us to meet and talk to the general public about all aspects of 

beekeeping and to sell local honey.  The observation hives are always popular with both adults and children.  

The table below shows the confirmed events for the remainder of the year.  If one of these is your local show 

then do come along and say hello, or if you have a couple of hours to spare come and help run and/or set up 

the stall.  If you can help out at any of the events just drop me a mail, Chairman@MBBKA.org.uk, and I can 

put you in touch with the person running the event.    Even if you are new to beekeeping you will still know 

a lot more than the general public so please do consider helping out for a couple of hours, they are usually 

good fun and gives you a chance to speak to other beekeepers. 

Date Venue Time 

20th July The Lee Flower Show 

The Lee Manor Park 

From 13:45 

3rd August Monks Risborough Horticultural Society 

Football Ground, Peter's Lane 

 Monks Risborough. 

11:00 - 17:00 

29th August Bucks County Show 

Weedon Park,  Weedon, Aylesbury 

08:00 - 18:00 

Wescott Fun Day 

Add another date to your diary. Jonathan Matthews has volunteered Brian and some other

members to have the MBBKA stall at this event on Sunday 7th July in the afternoon. We would appreciate 

some further help. Come on members please volunteer. 

mailto:Chairman@mbbka.org.uk?subject=Help%20at%20events
https://buckscountyshow.co.uk/


Adult Honey Bee Diseases and Pests Day 13th July 

Following on from the brood disease day in 2018 the Bucks County Beekeepers Association will be running 

an Adult Honey Bee Diseases and Pests Day on 13th July 2019 at Butlers Cross Village Hall, HP17 0TX.  

The day has been split into 9 x 1 hour sessions for small groups of up to 10 Bucks Beekeepers, to learn 

about adult honey bee diseases and pests through mixture of lectures, demonstrations and hands on 

investigation. 

If you are a member or associate member of one of the Buckinghamshire Beekeepers Association you are 

eligible to come along to the event for free, independent of your beekeeping experience. 

To register for the event please use this link to access the Eventbrite booking system 

The feedback from the event last year was excellent and this really is a great opportunity for members to 

learn about the pests and diseases that can affect our colonies. 

The Day Explained 

The Adult Honey Bee Diseases and Pests Day will start with a lecture focussed on adult honey bee diseases 

and pests which will be followed by an in depth look at Nosema.  We hope to have live examples of other 

diseases on display.  Finally there will be a diseases quiz with a prize of a bottle of Champagne.  Tea and 

coffee will be available throughout the day. 

If you would like to have one of your colonies tested for Nosema on the day please bring along the 

abdomens of 30 older honey bees ideally collected from the entrance of the hive. Your analysis of the 

sample will then be included in your Nosema section of the session. 

Administration 

The first session will start at 9:00 am and the last at 3:15pm. 

Places are limited to 90 people, so if you book a session and cannot for some reason make it, please cancel 

your reservation in order to make your place available to another Bucks beekeeper. 

For further information please contact Sean Stephenson at sean@wendover.co.uk 

https://mbbka.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b3a9955a9ade5298d0b8bda79&id=9f3e9ef1b7&e=580200ff08
mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk


MBBKA and Bucks County Beekeepers Vacancies 

Our Association and the County Association rely on the dedication and hard work of volunteers, both on 

and off the committees to make them successful. We are currently looking to fill a number of positions  

Mid Bucks 

Programme secretary; Sarah Turner who has organised our speaker programme for the past 6 years is 

stepping down as she has served her 6 year term.  The role entails contacting potential speakers for our 

monthly meetings (5 or 6 per autumn/winter season).  Potential speakers are usually identified by 

members of our own or other associations and the programme secretary would then contact them and 

arrange suitable dates. 

Beginners Course Organiser; Our annual beginners course is an important part of our education 

programme, providing training for 40 new beekeepers each year.  We are looking for someone to manage 

the course organisation for the 6 theory sessions and to work with the education officer and apiary 

manager for the practical session.  The Beginners course organiser will not be required to present at any of 

the meetings or lead the practical sessions and a full handover will be provided. 

Bucks County Beekeepers Association 

Secretary; The role of secretary involves taking the minutes at the County Meetings (approximately 6 per 

year) and acting as the contact point for questions coming into the county.  The secretary would then pass 

these queries to the relevant county committee members to respond. 

Vice Chair; This is a new role for the county to provide a contact/stand in if the Chair is not available. 

If you are interested in any of these roles (MBBKA or County) please contact me at 

mailto:chairman@mbbka.or.uk.  

Mentor Required 

At last Monday’s Beginners Apiary Session one of the new members asked if I would advertise a request for 

a mentor on her behalf. The member lives on the edge of our area near Tylers Green. If anyone wishes to 

help please contact Jonathan at  

education@mbbka.org.uk 

or Brian at 

swarm@mbbka.org.uk 

mailto:chairman@mbbka.or.uk
mailto:education@mbbka.org.uk
mailto:swarm@mbbka.org.uk


WBC Hive for Sale 

Only £120:00 

I am about to complete the refurbishment of this WBC hive. You can view a similar one I 

completed earlier in the Association Apiary 

I have replaced damaged legs 

I have built a new brood box and super. 

I have sourced a used crown board and queen excluder and repaired them as necessary. 

I have built a new roof. 

The lifts are in excellent condition and I am going to treat them with white wood stain. 

I also will be replacing the central roof strip 

Extra lifts £20 each made to order 

Extra super £15 each made to order 



 

I also have some hive stands for sale. 

# 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Single hive stand, as pictured, £17:50 

 

Double hive stand: £25:00 

 

Phone or text Brian on 07767304067 



New Newsletter Editor Required 

On a personal note I am cutting back on my commitments to the MBBKA. 

As most of you know I fulfil a number of non-committee roles within the Association. 

The editing of the newsletter was one I took on from January 2018 because I sensed it was a difficult 

monthly burden for the Chairman. 

I had high hopes of expanding the newsletter to include as much information about the Association and 

beekeeping in general. I feel that I have succeeded in some of my aims, even if the only feedback I received 

is light-hearted joking about the number of pages. 

The newsletter is only as good as its contributors and many Association members have been most supportive 

in providing reports and news about club activities.  

One member regularly forwards information on scientific articles from all over the world and I have smiled 

with satisfaction when the BBKA Newsletter landed in my letterbox with a ‘hot news’ article that we had 

published in the MBBKA Newsletter 2 months before. I will always be particularly indebted to Sean who 

has provided content every month. 

Over the past 18 months my family circumstances have changed and I feel it would be prudent to find a new 

editor for January 2020. 

My other role is as swarm officer. I have been doing this for at least 5 years and I have thoroughly enjoyed 

the job most of the time and it has given me a long list of stories to bore you all with at meetings.  

I have a significant birthday in January 2020 and found myself questioning the sense in standing a-top a 

stepladder collecting a swarm the other day 

I will see out this swarm season but hope the Association can find a volunteer to take on this role. I am very 

willing to give help and guidance if someone wants an ‘Apprentice Season’ and will of course continue to 

collect. 



Countryfile Live Event 

Dear Beekeepers, 

The BBKA are again exhibiting at  BBC Countryfile Live Event at Blenheim Palace between 

1st and 4th August 2019. 

We have a few vacancies for Stewards at this event, so may I ask if you would circulate your 

members with a copy of this mail for them to consider if they would volunteer for being a 

Steward for one of the sessions. 

Many thanks 

Gordon Robbins 

BBKA Shows Committee 

Dear Beekeepers, 

The BBKA are again exhibiting at BBC Countryfile Live at Blenheim Palace between 1st and 

4th August 2019. 

https://www.countryfilelive.com/ 

We currently have a few vacancies for Stewards at this popular show, so the BBKA is 

inviting Beekeepers at all levels of experience to interface with the public on the various 

exhibits we have concerned with Beekeeping. 

If you have been a Steward before, you will know that we have morning or afternoon 

sessions, thus allowing free time to enjoy the rest of the show. Also, if you do volunteer to be 

a Steward, we will provide access to the event/s for a chosen partner. 

To volunteer, please fill in the form at the following link: 

https://forms.gle/ZFQV7Ex7Np4eJ2Ck9 

If you would like to do more than one day/session please complete the form again as many 

times as you wish to attend. 

I will allocate on a first come basis, so if your chosen session is full, I will contact you to seek 

alternative sessions. 

I look forward to hearing from you, and seeing you in the Summer. 

Best wishes 

Gordon Robbins 

BBKA Shows Committee 

https://www.countryfilelive.com/
https://forms.gle/ZFQV7Ex7Np4eJ2Ck9














 

Honey bee colonies down by 16% 

UNIVERSITY OF STRATHCLYDE 

The survey of 25,363 beekeepers in 36 countries found that, out of 544,879 colonies being managed at the 

start of winter, 89124 were lost, through a combination of circumstances including various effects of 

weather conditions, unsolvable problems with a colony's queen, and natural disaster. 

Portugal, Northern Ireland, Italy and England experienced losses above 25%, while Belarus, Israel and 

Serbia were among those with loss rates below 10%. There were also significant regional variations within 

some countries, including Germany, Sweden and Greece. 

The total loss rate was down from 20.9% in 2016-17 but was still higher than the 2015-16 figure of 12.0%. 

The total loss rate for Scotland increased over these three years, from 18.0% to 20.4% to 23.7%. 

In a departure from previous findings, beekeepers who moved their colonies in the foraging season, to 

access other forage or for pollination, faced fewer losses than those who kept their bees in the same place. 

Smaller-scale beekeeping operations also had higher losses than larger ventures. 

The study, based on voluntarily submitted information, covered 33 countries in Europe - including the four 

nations of the UK - along with Algeria, Israel and Mexico. 

It has been published in the Journal of Apicultural Research and was carried out by researchers in the 

colony loss monitoring group of the international honey bee research association COLOSS, which is based 

in the Institute of Bee Health at the University of Bern. 

Dr Alison Gray, a Lecturer in Strathclyde's Department of Mathematics & Statistics, led the study. She said: 

"Loss of honey bee colonies is a highly complex issue. It tends to be influenced less by overall climate than 

by specific weather patterns or a natural disaster affecting the colony. We observe colonies in winter but 

what happens to the bees then can be partly determined by the conditions of the previous summer. 

"Many are also lost when there are problems with a colony's queen - for example, if she goes missing or is 

not laying the fertilised eggs which go on to become worker bees. Most colonies are also under attack from 

varroa mites, a parasitic mite. 

"The impact of beekeepers migrating their colonies would be expected to be partly dependent on the 

distance travelled and the reasons for migration; this would be worth further investigation." 

The study had a focus on sources of forage, plants which bees visit to collect nectar and pollen, in six 

categories: orchards; oilseed rape; maize; sunflower; heather and autumn forage crops. These were 

potentially useful food sources for bees, which could help to build up a colony, but, by extending the active 

and brood-rearing season of the bees, forage which was available late in the season could also extend the 

reproductive cycle for varroa mites, weakening the bee colonies and making winter losses more likely. 

  



 

A combination of insecticides and mite weakens 

honeybees 

UNIVERSITY OF BERN 

 
IMAGE: A VARROA DESTRUCTOR MITE ON THE THORAX OF AN EXPERIMENTAL WESTERN 

HONEYBEE, APIS MELLIFERA.  

CREDIT: GEOFFREY R. WILLIAMS 

The Western honeybee is the most important managed pollinator globally and has recently experienced 

unsustainably high colony losses in many regions of the world. Synergistic interactions among stressors are 

believed to be primarily responsible. Despite the clear negative impact of certain neonicotinoids and the 

ubiquitous ectoparasitic mite Varroa destructor on exposed honeybees, no data existed to show synergistic 

effects between these two stressors. 

Current data that was collected at the University of Bern and Agroscope, in cooperation with the Auburn 

University (USA) and Chiang Mai University (Thailand), suggest a novel possible previously overlooked 

mechanism for recent unsustainably high losses of managed honeybee colonies. The results were published 

in "Scientific Reports", an Open-Access Journal of "Nature". According to the authors, the study underlines 

the importance of developing sustainable agro-ecosystem management schemes that incorporate reduced 

used of neonicotinoids and sustainable solutions for V. destructor mites. 

  



A negative combination 

Two stressors having a clear negative impact on the health of honeybees are insecticides and the ubiquitous 

ectoparasitic mite Varroa destructor. These mites originated from Asia, and have switched hosts from 

Eastern honeybees Apis cerana to Western honeybees Apis mellifera to become the most serious biotic 

threat to Western honeybees globally. Similarly, there is evidence for negative impact of widely used 

neonicotinoid insecticides. However, no data existed so far to show synergistic effects between these two 

stressors. 

In the present work, honeybee colonies exposed to two neonicotinoids (thiamethoxam and clothianidin) via 

pollen paste feeding, did not affect honeybee worker mass or longevity. However, when in combination with 

V. destructor infestation, a synergistic negative effect was observed. Whilst a negative synergism was 

observed for body mass in both summer and autumn, it was only observed for survival 16 weeks post 

neonicotinoid colony exposure. The revealed results suggest a previously overlooked time-lag effect of 

neonicotinoid exposure. Because honeybee colonies in temperate regions must produce significant quantities 

of long-living winter bees to survive, the observed negative synergistic effects on individual winter 

honeybee longevity are most likely compromising colony survivorship. 

Sustainable solutions required 

"Beekeepers in many regions of the world face losses of their colonies, which are far too high", says Prof. 

Peter Neumann of the Institute of Bee Health at the University of Bern, co-author and president of 

COLOSS. Due to the present evidence for interactions between insecticides and mites, the authors stress the 

importance of developing sustainable agro-ecosystem management and varroa-management schemes. 

"Reduced usage of insecticides and sustainable solutions for V. destructor mites in agriculture and 

beekeeping are urgently required", adds Dr. Lars Straub, first author and Post-Doc at the Institute of Bee 

Health. 

The study was financially supported by the Swiss Federal Office for the Environment (FOEN), Agroscope, 

the Vinetum Foundation, the ETH Global Foundation, the Chiang Mai University, the USDA National 

Institute of Food and Agriculture and the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNF). The study was 

performed by scientists working at the University of Bern (Institute of Bee Health, Vetsuisse Faculty), 

Agroscope (Swiss Bee Research Centre), Auburn University, as well as Chiang Mai University and Mae Fah 

Luang University of Thailand. 

COLOSS 

COLOSS (Prevention of honey bee COlony LOSSes) is an international, non-profit association that focusses 

on improving the well-being of honey bees at a global level. COLOSS is composed of over 1200 scientific 

professionals that include researchers, veterinarians, agriculture extension specialists and students from >95 

countries. https://coloss.org/ 

 

  

https://coloss.org/


 

 

 

 

 

Winter Programme 2019 -2020 

Sarah has just released the list of speakers for our winter programme later this year. 

September: Jemma Batten on The Bee Roads Project 

November: Professor Stevenson on Toxicology 

January: Dr Tom Wood on Challenges that intensive agricultural beekeeping poses 

February: Dr Mike Garratt and Elena Ciri on Bee health and crop pollination, the latest 

research from Reading University 

March: Margaret Murdin on Bee genetics 

April: Members' papers/talks 

 

After 6 years in the role Sarah is stepping down as programme secretary at the next AGM.  On behalf of all 

association members who have attended the winter association meetings, I would like to thank Sarah for 

organising the interesting and varied speaker programme we have enjoyed over the past 6 years.  If anyone 

would be interested in volunteering for the role of programme secretary going forward please contact me at 

Chairman@MBBKA.org.uk. 

 

 

  

mailto:Chairman@MBBKA.org.uk


 

Book of the Month 

This month I have an alternative suggestion for Book of the 

Month. 

I normally receive two American Beekeeping magazines 

electronically each month. Hey are the American Bee Journal 

and Bee Culture. Renewing my subscription to Bee Culture I 

accidentally ticked an incorrect box and have received, by post 

two copies of Bee Culture’s ‘Beekeeping – Your First Three 

Years’ 

I know some of you regard me as an ‘old hand’ at this 

beekeeping but I must say I have enjoyed and learnt a great 

deal from this magazine. 

Elsewhere in this newsletter I have included an article from the 

current edition entitled ’What Your Mentor Forgot’. I found 

this of great interest. Most of you will skip over the things that 

are only relevant to the New World but, I believe, Kevin may 

be interested in the piece about skunks! We all know of his 

fascination with wildlife, pygmy shrews, wax moths, 

Mongolian hamsters, etc. 

You can order your copy of this magazine at: 

www.beekeeping3.com 

  

http://www.beekeeping3.com/


Sean’s Foundation 2019 Price List 

 

I always keep spare stock of foundation, frames and hive parts. The foundation is particularly well priced. If 

you are in a rush for an item of Beekeeping equipment please contact me as I may already have it. 
 

Item Price 

  

Foundation  

  

Brood 14 x12, wired, 10 sheets £17.50 

Brood Deep National wired, 10 sheets £10.50 

Super wired, 10 sheets £6.70 

Super unwired, 10 sheets £5.50 

  

Frames (seconds)  

  

14 x 12, per 10 frames £11.50 

DN4/5, per 10 frames £10.00 

SN1, per 10 frames £8.00 

  

Hive Parts  

  

National Brood Box £30.00 

National Super £20.00 

Open Mesh Floor (Pine) £21.00 

Framed queen excluder  £17.00 

  

Other Hive parts and Beekeeping bits Price on Request 

 

Contact: Sean Stephenson, sean@wendover.co.uk or 07867787800 

  

mailto:sean@wendover.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

Are You Registered? 

Registering your hives on BeeBase is free. You will be automatically 

informed of disease outbreaks. The Bee Inspectorate may include you in 

their testing surveys which can be most helpful. Subsidy from the EU, 

which helps pay for the NBU, is based on the number of hives 

registered nationally. (http://www.nationalbeeunit.com) 

Every colony needs to be recorded on BeeBase, log on here and update records 

if necessary. 

 

Following our AGM our Committee for 2018/2019 

CHAIRMAN HELEN PALMER 

VICE CHAIRMAN  CAROLINE WINDLEY 

SECRETARY GODFREY CLEMENTS 

TREASURER ANDREW SMITH 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY JONATHAN PALMER 

APIARY MANAGER KEVIN CRANGLES 

PROGRAMME SECRETARY SARAH TURNER 

LIBRARIAN JOHN THEOBOLD 

HONEY SHOW SECRETARY RUTH STEPHENSON 

EDUCATION OFFICER JONATHAN MATTHEWS 

NOVICE BEE KEEPER ROB SPILLER 

COMMITTEE MEMBER DORRIE TUTTON 

COMMITTEE MEMBER PAUL SPENCER 

COMMITTEE MEMBER TINA HOOD-LILES 

 

 

Brian Bush will continue as Swarm Officer for another year and will continue to 

try to edit the Association Newsletter. These are non-committee posts. 

  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/


 

Out Apiaries 
We continue to receive offers from members of the public with potential apiary sites. One of the latest being 

is below 

Hello, 

 

I wonder if you can help?  

 

I have some land which I would like to offer to a bee keeper to keep some hives on. It’s 

around 14 acres in total, near a very large lake, I have some mature gardens, small 

orchard. I’ve just planted 2 acres of new trees. It’s not farmed at all. I cut the field 

grass on it once or twice a year I think it’s an ideal habitat for bees and want to help. 

Do you know anyone who may be interested? 

 

Cheers 

 

Andy 

Old Stable Yard 

Wotton Underwood 

Aylesbury 

HP18 0SB 

Tel: 01296 612065 

We now have more than14 available sites across the whole area that Mid Bucks covers. John Dadswell, our 

President, is the custodian of the list of potential sites. There is a spreadsheet on Dropbox.  

John can be contacted at john.dadswell@gmx.com. It would be good if as an Association we could take 

advantage of these offers from the public. 

 

mailto:john.dadswell@gmx.com?subject=Apiary%20Sites
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