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Editorial 
I apologise if this edition is a few days late. I am blaming the weather!! Yes seriously the weather is to 

blame!!! 

I have been unable to face the computer in all the heat. My office has been an oven. 

I have been observing the reaction to the bees to the heat and noticed subtle changes in their behaviour. 

In the out apiaries there have been bees fanning at entrances and even spending time clustered outside when 

it has been particularly hot. 

At home the collection of water from the bird bath has provided a point of interest. 

Most years we have a few water collectors at the bird bath in warm weather as you would expect. This year 

there has been between 6 and 10 at any one time all day. 

It is the all day bit that I find intriguing. Normally the bees at home leave to forage between about 09:30 and 

18:00 hrs. During the past month they have been going out earlier. The water foragers have been at the bird 

bath from first light to dark. Water is obviously in great demand for cooling the hives. 

Two or three times a day I have to rescue an over-enthusiastic bee who is attempting the back stroke! 

Sometimes they are very ungrateful, but I always feel pleased with myself. 

These little cameos made me think about water sources for my other apiaries. 

The bees at home generally collect their water from the stream or my neighbour’s swimming pool. The 

stream has been dry for months and the swimming pool has been drained for repair. Bird baths in 

neighbours’ gardens have been very popular. 

In my out-apiaries I know that the residents of one gather water from the pond as the nearby stream has now 

dried up. In two other cases I have spied them at the side of the more persistent streams and at one they are 

using a cattle trough. The final one I have no idea! I shall have to explore a little further. 

So what am I getting at? Please make sure your bees have access to water. Try and make it safe by ensuring 

they can reach it without falling in. remember they like it to contain some organic matter and are not as keen 

when it comes straight from the tap. 

My e-mail address is  newsletter@mbbka.org.uk 
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A Thing of Beauty 

 

In mid-July I was working in the apiary and required a queen excluder. 

I approached an empty hive that I was using to store spare equipment. 

Lifting the roof off I could see something hanging on the queen excluder. 

Initially I thought it was a wasp nest. On further examination I spied a European hornet 

. 

 

Because of the location and the hornets were worrying a small NUC I reluctantly had to have it destroyed. 

The next day I had to clean the equipment of all poison.  

This is a hornets’ nest looking upwards.  

 



 

Nature is capable of producing the most fragile and beautiful things! 

  



 

MBBKA Honey Extraction Training  

 
 
The first of two Honey Extraction training sessions was held on 30th July. 4 supers off 3 hives from the 

apiary were processed, producing just over 90lb of honey.  

 

The poor weather over the weekend did not help with clearing the bees from the supers. On Saturday crown 

boards with porter bee escapes were placed below the supers that had complete frames of capped honey. 

Porter bee escapes get a bad press, for them to work properly there needs to be a gap not too small and not 

too large between the sides of the gates. The gates must move freely and most crucially the weather must be 

good. Warm weather encourages the bees to forage and for the honey packing bees to leave the super. The 

cold weather over the weekend meant 2 out of colonies had to have the shake and brush method of clearing 

employed on Monday afternoon.  

 

The honey extraction was carried out in the evening with members from this year’s New Beekeepers course 

in attendance. We set up two uncapping stations, the Association 9 frame electric radial extractor and the 

plastic tangential extractor. Efficiently uncapping frames of honey is key to a successful session and 

practicing on someone else’s frames is a bonus. Ruth and Karen guided the new Beekeepers through 

uncapping whilst John and Andrew oversaw the running of the extractors.  

 

Anecdotally the honey this year seems to have lower water content and is more viscous, this can cause 

issues with freshly extracted honey clogging up the filters.  

Although a long evening we were able to follow the whole process from frame to jar, with several attendees 

taking home the fruits of their work. Some of the honey extracted will be on sale at the Monks Risborough 

Horticultural Show on 4th August.  

Thank you to everyone who turned up to attend the session. For those interested, we will be running another 

session on 20th August to book your place please contact Jonathan at education@mbbka.org.uk.  

An old document summarising the process can be found here.  

 

mailto:education@mbbka.org
https://mbbka.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Honey-Extraction-V2.pdf


  
Any member wishing to borrow the Association extraction equipment should contact Sean at 

chairman@mbbka.org.uk. We have three extractors, an uncapping tray and a selection of filters available for 

loan. The electric 9 frame extractor has a £5 rental charge, all other items are free.  
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Association Apiary Meeting 15th August  

The last Summer Association Apiary meeting will be held on 15th August, starting at 7pm in the 

Association Apiary.  

Following on from the successful disease inspections at the July meeting, this month we will be looking at 

what actions need to be taken to prepare the colonies for winter. In particular:  

• - Strength of colonies o Uniting where necessary  

•  

• - Level of stores o Discussing methods of feeding to build up winter stores  

•  

• - Varroa mite drop counts  

 

We will also be consolidating supers in preparation for the extraction session on 20th August.  

There will be quantities of MAQs and Apiguard on sale for those who have not already started their varroa 

treatments.  

The summer the Apiary meetings have been well attended and we hope that they have been informative. If 

you have any suggestions for next year please let Kevin know at apiary@mbbka.org.uk.  

 

 

Bucks County BKA Disease Day 11th August  

A quick reminder about the Bucks County Disease Day on 11th August at Butler’s Cross Village Hall. There 

are still places available for the afternoon sessions on 11th August, so if you have not already registered 

please do so here. The idea of booking sessions is to limit numbers and enhance the experience of those 

attending.  

The day will focus on brood diseases, each session is for an hour; the first half will be a classroom 

presentation on brood diseases and the second half will be with Jonathan Palmer, our Seasonal Bee 

Inspector, looking at example frames of brood disease and in particular foul brood diseases.  

There will be teas, coffees and cakes available whilst attendees complete a free to enter quiz on brood 

diseases. The winning entry drawn will receive a bottle of champagne.  

This is a unique event and we are extremely lucky that Jonathan and the NBU have agreed to make available 

diseased comb for us to examine.  

 

 

 

 

Honey for Sale at the Bucks County Show  

Thank you to those who have volunteered to help at the County Show on 30th August, we will be in touch 

closer to the time with details of the day.  

At the show we run a honey sales stand where we sell honey from across the county. If you have honey you 

would like to sell, please contact Sean at chairman@mbbka.org to arrange for it to be dropped off before the 

event.  

Finally there are still places available for members to help out on the day, so if you would like free entry and 

have a couple of hours to spare please contact Sean.  

 

  

mailto:chairman@mbbka.org
mailto:chairman@mbbka.org
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bucks-bee-disease-day-tickets-46580479468


 

What wasp bait works best for you?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sister-in-Law’s Whisky marmalade with water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

or Crab Apple Jelly with water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clearly these wasps do not have Scottish

 

heritage 😊

  

 

 

 

 

Seriously the wasps seem to be out early this year so time, if you have not already done so, to put out your traps. 

 

 

 

  

Thorne’s Asian Hornet trap



What are your bees foraging on now?  

Beekeepers have been expressing concern that the summer forage is all but over. Why not check what your bees are 

on, you might get a surprise. Below are photos taken over the last week or so:  

 

From top left; Thistle (admittedly not a honey bee), Hogweed, Eryngium, Wild Clematis, Marjoram, Knapweed.  

 

 

Bucks County Beekeepers Summer Events 

There are several events being planned for the summer, please put the dates in your diary: 

- 11th August Bucks County Disease Day, the day will be geared for small groups and include 

examples of notifiable diseases 

- 30th August Bucks Show, the county Association will again be running a stand at the Bucks 

Show 

- 19th September County Honey Show, Mid Bucks will be hosting the county Honey Show as part 

of our 1st 2018 winter meeting 

There will be separate communications relating to each event. 

  



 

Bee Suits for Sale 

It is always sad when Association members of many years decide that they have to give up beekeeping. 

Gilly Brewer sent me a message saying that Roger is no longer able to continue with beekeeping and they 

have two white and one Khaki bee suit for sale. The suits are all in excellent condition and I believe one is 

almost new. Gilly would like £30 for each suit. I believe at least one is a medium and one is large. 

If you are interested please e-mail me and I will give you Gilly’s number for you to contact her. 

 

 

Books 

How many Bee Books do you have? 

One or two? Less than ten? Too many to count? 

I fall into the last category and can never find the book I am searching for.  

I am a sucker for something different. When Northern Bee Books sent me their e-mail newsletter this month 

I was intrigued by this book. 

‘An Economico-philosphical discourse on Bee Culture’, by J.F.E. Albrecht (1770). 

What could I learn from a nearly 250 year old book about bees? 

The answer is a great deal. 

Albrecht’s understanding and observations in 1770 are very similar to our own. They provide an insight into 

how accomplished beekeepers were in the 18th century and in many ways how little has changed. 

I particularly like the short descriptions of the procedures we still use in our day to day management of bees. 

Below I have photocopied a couple of interesting pieces.  

I recommend that we all should read this small book. It only takes about an hour and it will fill you with joy. 

LXX/1. Remedies against bee stings 
If a bee stings, it is going to die at once, unless it does not have time to insert the sting deep enough, because 

they drive it in gradually and bit by bit. The place from which you must first pull out the sting should be 

plastered for a time with cold and wet earth. The bee which has lost its sting, together with the adhering part 

of its gut, is lost. It is not a true statement that they then become water gatherers, for indeed, without their 

sting, they are still able to gather honey and wax substance. (i.e. Rub some mud on the site of the 

sting!!!!!) 
  



 

XL/II. How bees can be strengthened 

If bees are weak in the springtime, specially at the time when cherries or apples are in blossoms they suffer 

sometimes from diarrhea or dysentry, spattering the hives with yellow spots. From time to time, therefore, 

the following remedy should be administered to them. It will fortify them so that they are able in due course 

to go out and resist their enemies. 

Rec. One drachm of spignel root 

The peel of a pomegranate 

About one scruple of fennel seed 

Let them be ground and mixed. 

A pound and a half of honey, 

Half a drachm of camphorated spirits of wine And of essence of castoreum. 

Four ounces of reputable wine, 

Or instead of wine, two ounces of spirits of wine, 

Mix them and digest in a warm place.* 

* {Old apothecaries' weights - 

20 grains = 1 scruple= 1.2 grams 

3 scruples = 1 drachm = 3.5 grams 

8 drachms = 1 OZ. = 28.4g. or 28.4 cc.) 

(Meu = mew or spignel Meum athamanticum Jacq' belongs to the apiaceae family 

of the order Umbelliferae as do carrot, fennel, lavage, celery etc. - Aromatic herb 

30 to 50 cm. high, grows in Scotland, N. England and Wales and Northern Europe, excluding Scandinavia. 

Castoreum, - bitter orangy-brown, very pungent extract of the inguinal glands of beavers, similar to musk. 

Used medicinally as a stimulant and anti-spasmodic and in perfumery.") 

Two spoonfuls of this mixture should be administered from time to time to each hive and mixed with an 

equal portion of pure honey. Furthermore the hives destined for the treatment should occasionally be lightly 

smoked (XLVIII & XXXVII) (Perhaps Kevin will provide this mixture next Spring!!!!!) 

  



 

Swarm Line Update 

We have had 3 calls to swarms this month along with the usual number of calls about bumble bees. 

Two of the calls were dealt with by other members and I attended one myself in Haddenham. 

The Haddenham swarm was the best one I have seen this year. As I boxed it up I was thinking that the only 

person who could have a colony to provide a swarm this large within a short distance was me. Sure enough 

on the next inspection I found queen cells in one of my hives. This was presumably where the swarm 

originated. I informed the club member to whom I have given the swarm that he has one of my best queens! 

In answer to the last e-mail I received from Russ Shearman, 

Yes I think, ‘The Fat Lady Has Sung’, for 2018 
 

 

 

Monk’s Risborough Horticultural Show  

on 4 August 

MBBKA are hosting a stand at this show again in 2018. Preparations are well underway and Jonathan has 

been sending missives with the jobs the volunteers have to do to make the stand a success.  

Looking at the list of volunteers I note that it is in general the same members who come forward. I wonder if 

other members think that it is a ‘closed shop’. It most certainly is not. We are always looking for volunteers 

to help out for a short while on these days. This is an excellent opportunity to explain all aspects of bee 

keeping to the general public and promote our local association. The more volunteers we have the less of a 

load that we have to carry and we can all have on opportunity to look around and enjoy a cup of tea or an ice 

cream! 

 

.  

September County Honey Show 

Hopefully your bees will have coped with the long hot summer and you now will have extracted 

or be thinking about extracting your honey harvest. It is also time to start thinking about the 

honey shows that will occur through the autumn.  The first for Mid Bucks will be the Bucks 

County honey show on the 19th September.  The county show will be hosted by Mid Bucks at 

our first monthly Autumn/winter monthly meeting at the church of the Good Shepherd in 

Aylesbury.  The doors for the show open at 19:00 and whilst the judging takes place there will 

be a talk by Ash Samuelson titled: Urban bees: foraging behaviour and colony success in 

a modern world.  Ash's research has covered both bumble bees and the waggle dance and 

she will be sharing her latest results.  After the talk there will be time to socialise with a glass 

of wine or a cup of tea before the results of the show and prizes are presented.  The honey 

show schedule of classes can be found on the county website along with details of how to 

enter.  If you have any questions about the show please contact Helen at 

honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk  

mailto:honeyshow@mbbka.org.uk


 

 
 

Contact: Honeyshow@MBBKA.org.uk 
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An Inspector Calls 

 

 

Every month I urge members to ensure they are registered on BeeBase. This lets the Inspectorate know 

where your bees are and gives you access to information and assistance when you need it. 

A couple of weeks ago I received an e-mail from Phillip Spillane, Seasonal Bee Inspector for Oxfordshire. 

He wanted to inspect all my apiaries and hives for disease. 

This is the second time in 12 years I have been ‘pulled out of the hat’ and, despite my usual misgivings I 

was looking forward to his visit.  

I had never met Phillip before but we allowed him to cross the County boundary for the day. 

I think he was prepared to have a gentle morning inspecting a few hives. Six separate apiaries and 20 plus 

hives and NUCs on a hot day was not what he was expecting but we gamely did the full tour. 

What was achieved you may ask?  

I was very pleased that all my colonies received a clean bill of health. It is important and reassuring to have 

an experience eye passed over your bees. Phillip spotted a small area of Bald Brood in one hive that I had 

not seen. He then found the culprit a wax moth larvae. 

Everything else was OK and he made some suggestions about comb change and timing of moving NUCs 

into full size hives. 

The reassurance that there are no obvious signs of disease amongst my bees was most welcome and the 

BeeBase system really does work. 

  



 

An Inspector Calls Again!! 

Having spent 5 hours on Tuesday with Phillip I received an e-mail on Wednesday from Jonathan Palmer the 

Regional Bee Inspector. 

What was wrong?? 

I was expecting delivery of 2 pedigree queens from The Celle Institute in Germany. These are Neuwerk 

Island mated Carnolian Queens and very expensive. 

The Institute had sent all the relevant TRACES documentation, on the day of dispatch to APHA, who had 

placed it on BeeBase.  

Jonathan had seen this and wanted to arrange an inspection of the bees. 

This information is not normally available until after the bees arrive and the inspectorate would have to wait 

several weeks before they could inspect. 

Jonathan was e-mailing me before they had arrived. Arrangements were made for Jonathan to view them on 

the day of arrival which was the Thursday.  

He came over for a few minutes and shone a torch through the travelling cages to check that there were no 

unwanted visitors, i.e. small hive beetle! 

Yes the Inspectorate really does work!!! Sign up to BeeBase 

 

Are You Registered? 

Registering your hives on BeeBase is free. You will be automatically 

informed of disease outbreaks. The Bee Inspectorate may include you in 

their testing surveys which can be most helpful. Subsidy from the EU, 

which helps pay for the NBU, is based on the number of hives 

registered nationally. (http://www.nationalbeeunit.com ) 

 

Every colony needs to be recorded on Beebase, log on here and update records 

if necessary. 

 

 

Recommended Video of the Month. Watch on Youtube. 

" C13136 Selection of Honeybees Honey Yield & Behaviour” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm7RqXJD4_w 

  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/


 

Advance News 

Sarah Turner has already finalised some interesting speakers for the winter program 2018-2019 

September. Ash Samuelson on her research into bumble bees and the waggle dance. 

November. Paul Walton - 'B+-Breeding Better Bees' 

January.  Dr Gemma Batten - ‘The Bee Road Project.’ 

February. Colin Oakes - 'Plants and Archaeology, Green Fingers and Science'  

 

 

 

Out Apiaries 

We continue to receive offers from members of the public with potential apiary sites. One of the latest being 

is below 

Here at our home in Butlers Cross we are developing a Wild Flower meadow in part of our extended garden. 

(Early stage of development!), 

We would really love to "play host" to a bee colony and would be willing to purchase the necessary hive 

provided we can find someone with the expertise, time and willingness to manage it for us. 

If there are such people around who do not have the space or opportunity of their own, can you put them in 

touch with us? Ideally someone in Butlers Cross itself would be great. 

We would be happy for you to forward this email to anyone interested or give our contact telephone number. 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Best wishes 

Anthony and Val Knight 

Plough Barn, 120 Chalkshire Road, Butlers Cross. Bucks HP17 0TJ 

Tel: 01296 612065 

In addition to Butlers Cross we've also been offered a site in Oving. 

We now have more than14 available sites across the whole area that Mid Bucks covers. John Dadswell, our 

President, is the custodian of the list of potential sites. There is a spreadsheet on Dropbox.  

John can be contacted at john.dadswell@gmx.com. It would be good if as an Association we could take 

advantage of these offers from the public. 
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27 UNKNOWN BEE VIRUSES DISCOVERED. 27! 

 

An international team of researchers has discovered evidence of 27 previously unknown viruses in bees. The 

finding could help scientists design strategies to prevent the spread of viral pathogens among these 

important pollinators. 

“Populations of bees around the world are declining, and viruses are known to contribute to these declines,” 

said David Galbraith, research scientist at Bristol Myers Squibb and a recent Penn State graduate. “Despite 

the importance of bees as pollinators of flowering plants in agricultural and natural landscapes and the 

importance of viruses to bee health, our understanding of bee viruses is surprisingly limited.” 

To investigate viruses in bees, the team collected samples of DNA and RNA, which is responsible for the 

synthesis of proteins, from 12 bee species in nine countries across the world. Next, they developed a novel 

high-throughput sequencing technique that efficiently detected both previously identified and 27 never-seen-

before viruses belonging to at least six new families in a single experiment. The results appear in the June 

11, 2018, issue of Scientific Reports. 

“Typically, researchers would have to develop labour-intensive molecular assays to test for the presence of 

specific viruses,” said Zachary Fuller, postdoctoral fellow at Columbia University and a recent Penn State 

graduate. “With our method, they can sequence all the viruses present in a sample without having any prior 

knowledge about what might be there.” 

Fuller noted that because the cost of high-throughput sequencing continues to decrease, the team’s approach 

provides an inexpensive and efficient technique for other researchers to identify additional unknown viruses 

in bee populations around the world. 

“Although our study nearly doubles the number of described bee-associated viruses, there are undoubtedly 

many more viruses yet to be uncovered, both in well-studied regions and in understudied countries,” he said. 

Among the new viruses the team identified was one that is similar to a virus that infects plants. 

“It is possible that bees may acquire viruses from plants, and could then spread these viruses to other plants, 

posing a risk to agricultural crops,” said Christina Grozinger, distinguished professor of entomology and 

director of the Centre for Pollinator Research at Penn State. “We need to do more experiments to see if the 

viruses are actively infecting the bees — because the viruses could be on the pollen they eat, but not directly 

infecting the bees — and then determine if they are having negative effects on the bees and crops. Some 

viruses may not cause symptoms or only cause symptoms if the bees are stressed in other ways.” 

https://www.beeculture.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/BUZZ-7-9-2018.jpg


 

Beyond identifying the new viruses, the team also found that some of the viruses exist in multiple bee 

species — such as in honey bees and in bumble bees — suggesting that these viruses may freely circulate 

within different bee populations. 

“This finding highlights the importance of monitoring bee populations brought into the United States due to 

the potential for these species to transmit viruses to local pollinator populations,” said Galbraith. “We have 

identified several novel viruses that can now be used in screening processes to monitor bee health across the 

world.” 

According to Galbraith, the study represents the largest effort to identify novel pathogens in global bee 

samples and greatly expands our understanding of the diversity of viruses found in bee communities around 

the world. 

“Our protocol has provided a foundation for future studies to continue to identify novel pathogens that infect 

global bee populations using an inexpensive method for the detection of novel viruses,” he said. 

The National Geographic Society and the USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service supported this 

research. 

 




