Mid Bucks Beekeepers Association
July 2018 Newsletter

In this month’s issue we have:
• Requests and Information
o Editorial
o Advance News
• Summer Shows – Help Required
o Monks Risborough Horticultural Society
Show
o Countryfile Live at Blenheim Palace
o Bucks County Show
• Swarm Line update
• Hives for sale
• July in the Apiary
o July Association meeting
o Beesuits for Sale
o Adding Supers
• What’s Going On?
o Bee Disease Day 11th. August
o Bucks County BKA Events
o Bucks County Beekeepers Honey Show
• Reminders
o Out Apiaries Available
o Registration on BeeBase
• Asian Hornet – New BeeBase Recording Feature
• Never Give Up
• Video of the Month
• Africanised Honey Bees

Summer 2018
Programme of
Events
Association Meeting
Brood Disease Inspection
18th July
Association Apiary
7:00pm

Editorial
I Know that no-one reads my editorial or the Newsletter, - You just let me ramble on!!
I am always asking for members contributions!! Go on write something that may be of interest to others!!!
I apologise for the late publication, there has been a small issue of a ‘World Cup’ and I am busily planning
for the arrival of some new queens
Yesterday I had one of those few moments that lift the spirit of anyone who loves the environment. I have
several hives on farms where the farmer is part of the Countryside Stewardship Scheme. The field headlands
are 9 metres wide and 3 metres are mown each year to ensure there are flowering plants of differing ages.
The one drawback is that sometimes the plants are so tall I am unable to get my car to the hives. Thursday
morning I was passing and decided to walk the 200 metres to the hives.
I was greeted by a profusion of wildflowers and clouds of butterflies. I counted 10 species in a few metres.
My heart soared and all was right with the world!
The wonderful Spring weather has turned into a hot, dry summer. The once green road verges, lawns and
gardens are looking very parched. The blackberries are in flower and my bees are feeding on these but there
is little else on offer.
I am surrounded by lime trees at home and the bees enjoy a feast most years. This year they bloomed about
10 days early and obviously produced little or no nectar as all the bees, even the bumbles, ignored them.
The weather this year has accentuated the ‘June Gap’!!
The Met office 30 day forecast promises no respite from the continuing hot and dry weather.
If you are considering removing honey from your hives please be cautious. Past experience tells me that
when rainfall returns the plants that start to bloom again do not have a good nectar flow and you may have
to feed your bees in late summer!!!
My e-mail address is

newsletter@mbbka.org.uk

I have the basics of 3 hives for sale! You can purchase individual components
and mix and match
1 National Brood box – refurbished - £20
1 National Super – refurbished - £10
2 14X12 national Brood boxes (Fragile Planet –
Plywood), New - £20 each3 National Supers (Fragile
Planet – Plywood), New - £10 each
1 Thornes Roof refurbished - £15
2 Apex roofs, (Fragile Planet –reworked), 1 New 1 Refurbished - £15 each
As always these stands are available at £20 each
(I will place these, with Kevin’s permission, in the apiary shed, for you to look at)

Association Apiary Meeting 18th July

7pm 18th July Association Apiary Meeting
The July Association Apiary Meeting will be led by Jonathan Palmer, our Seasonal Bee Inspector. it will
focus on carrying out a brood disease inspection. Jonathan will demonstrate how to carry out the inspection
and what to look for, we will then split into small groups to carry out inspections on colonies within the
Association Apiary.
The meeting is open to all members, even if you have been to one of these sessions before it is worth coming
along as there is always something new to learn and practice!
Hope to see you at the meeting on 18th July starting at 7pm at the Association Apiary.
The meeting will also help as a primer for the county Bee Disease Day on 11th August.

Bucks County Show 30th August
Each year the Bucks Beekeeping Associations run a stand at the Bucks County Show promoting the
Beekeeping activities across the county. This year the show will be held on 30th August. We are looking for
volunteers to help on the stand for up to 2 hours. In return any volunteer will receive free entry to the show.
On the stand we have candle rolling, honey tasting, observation hives, honey sales, information on
beekeeping and Bees Abroad. You do not need to be an experienced beekeeper to to help on the stand. There
will be volunteers from all the Associations in Bucks manning the stand throughout the day.
If you would like to be part of the event please contact Sean at chairman@mbbka.org.uk.

Bee Disease Day 11th August 2018
Introduction
The Bucks County Beekeepers Association with the support of our Seasonal Bee Inspector, Jonathan
Palmer, are running a Bee Disease Day on 11th August at Butlers Cross Village Hall, HP17 0TX. The
day has been split into 9 x 1 hour sessions for small groups of up to 10 Bucks Beekeepers, to learn
about Honey Bee diseases and to get the chance to see first hand brood diseases such as European
and American foulbrood.
If you are a member of a Buckinghamshire Beekeepers Association you are eligible to come along to
the event for free, independent of your beekeeping experience.
To register for the event please follow this link to the Eventbrite booking site.

Disease Day Explained
Jonathan has requested from the National Bee Unit, sample frames with brood disease to be
available for the Disease Day on 11th August. Assuming there have been detected outbreaks of
Notifiable Diseases, we should be able to attain sample frames. We have selected an August date to
give a better chance of material being available.
Once you have booked a session by following this Eventbrite link, please ensure you turn up at
Butlers Cross Village Hall, HP17 0TX, in a timely manner. The first 30 minutes of the session will be a
classroom revision of brood diseases; what causes them, how to recognise them and actions to be
taken if suspected. The second 30 minutes will be spent with Jonathan looking at sample frames,
hopefully cementing key characteristics in attendees’ minds.
Following the session there will be tea and coffee available and the opportunity to discuss the
diseases with other beekeepers.

Administration
The first session will start at 9:00 am and the last at 3:15pm. There will be a separate session the
County Microscopy Study Group.
Places are limited for the day, so if you book a session and cannot for some reason make it, please
cancel your reservation in order to make your place available to another Bucks beekeeper.
For further information please contact Sean Stephenson at chairman@mbbka.org.uk

Some guidelines on how and when I add supers
By Sean Stephenson
There is definitely a flow on just now which means I am considering how and when to add further super(s).
Do it too late the colony may start swarming preparations, do it too early, the colony may draw a chimney of
comb.
Once the colony recognises that it needs more space for stores it will draw comb and continue beyond the
immediate requirement. The colony also needs space to “hang” the honey as part of the process of removing
the water content.
Recognising when to super
As with everything in beekeeping there are no hard and fast rules but there are clear indications that help the
beekeeper decide when to add a super:
-

-

Bees on the top of the crown board, on removing the roof generally there will be one or two bees
on the crown board, if there are a larger number than usual this is a good indication the colony is
looking for space
Comb being built out of the porter bee escape holes
Bees working on 75% of the frames in a super, if the
beekeeper waits for the bees to be working all the frames
the colony is being denied drying space and the urge to
draw more comb may be supressed

So bees on the crown board and bees on 75% of frames in a super are
good indicators for considering adding a super.
1. Comb being built through crown board

Putting on the 1st super
The beekeeper should always try and supress the desire to add the 1st
super too early. If the super is added too early the colony may divert
attention from drawing brood comb to drawing super frames. The colony
is unlikely to draw brood comb later in the season so before adding the
first super the colony would ideally have drawn out all the brood frames,
being laying down stores in the outer frames and have brood across at
least 7 frames.
If not all the brood frames are drawn when the colony comes to prepare
for winter there could be issues for winter survival of the colony.
2 This colony needs another super

Adding a second super

At this time of year in most colonies in standard national brood boxes one
will find an arc in the 1 super above the brood nest, this arc is likely to be void of honey and have pollen
within some of the cells.
st

As the colony size reduces in the Autumn,
this 1st super arc will be filled with stores,
making the 1st super the ideal candidate for
the overwintering stores.
This arc is unlikely to occur on the 1st super
with colonies in deep national or commercial
3 Pollen stores in frame from 1st super, sealed honey surround in an arc
hives as they tend to lay down stores across
the top of the brood frame. The same applies for double brood or brood and half colonies.
So the strategy for adding the 2nd super may differ depending upon the type of hive employed:
-

In standard national the 2nd super is generally added above the 1st super, the 3rd super would be
added between the 1st and 2nd super
In colonies with a larger brood space the 2nd super is added directly above the brood box and
below the original super

The colony will more readily start work on and fill a super between full supers than on a super placed on top
of a stack. The closer the additional space is to the brood the less likely the colony is to instigate the swarm
urge.
Other considerations
There are some other rules of thumb I follow:
-

-

if using wired and unwired foundation, mark the frame as it is difficult to know once the comb is
drawn out. I use the dot on the lug(s) of the frame, one lug if wired and on both lugs if unwired.
The dots are the colour of the current queen year as record of when the frame was constructed
adding a super with unwired frames should be between two supers nearing completion
supers of only frames with new foundation use spacers
supers with drawn frames use castellation’s
mixing new frames and drawn frames in a super seems to encourage the bees to draw new comb

4 Super with new and drawn frames
Finally, I extract several times throughout the season which means that the number of supers required is
lower and the workload is spread. I will extract as soon as there are two complete supers on a hive.

Bucks County Beekeepers Summer Events
There are several events being planned for the summer, please put the dates in your diary:
-

11th August Bucks County Disease Day, the day will be geared for small groups and include examples of notifiable
diseases
30th August Bucks Show, the county Association will again be running a stand at the Bucks Show
19th September County Honey Show, Mid Bucks will be hosting the county Honey Show as part of our 1 st 2018
winter meeting

There will be separate communications relating to each event.

Bee Suits for Sale
It is always sad when Association members of many years decide that they have to give up beekeeping.
Gilly Brewer sent me a message saying that Roger is no longer able to continue with beekeeping and they
have two white and one Khaki bee suit for sale. The suits are all in excellent condition and I believe one is
almost new. Gilly would like £30 for each suit. I believe at least one is a medium and one is large.
If you are interested please e-mail me and I will give you Gilly’s number for you to contact her.

Swarm Line Update
Calls to the swarm line have continued in a steady manner and there has been no upsurge in the number of
swarms. We were expecting a rush sometime in June but it has not materialised. I have collected 3 myself
and other club members have brought 2 swarms to me. One I collected from Oakley was a reasonable size
swarm in this chaotic season and I passed this on. I collected a swarm from an Infants School in Aylesbury
that was causing some members of staff to panic. I feel we need to do a school visit for the benefit of the staff
next year!! I collected a mug size remnant from a stack of pallets at a tyre depot and added it to the small
swarms/remnants box.
Clare bought me a swarm she had to remove from a rosebush in High Wycombe and they are not a very
happy bunch and I am still unable to locate a queen or signs of one.
Last week Dorrie collected a lovely swarm of quiet docile Italian bees that had invaded her apiary. My joy
was short lived as they decided they preferred the outside of a NUC box to the inside. Unperturbed I reboxed them and transferred them early in the morning to an Omlet Beehive in one of my farm apiaries. That
afternoon I received a text from the farmer to say they had clustered on the outside again. Once again I
moved them inside. I have not been to check since but suspect they may have absconded.
We have had a number of calls from the border with Bedfordshire and Caroline Luxford has attended a
number of these. I do not think the quality/quantity of the swarms have been particularly good! Caroline’s
last comment was ‘I am fed up with making visits to old ladies who just want a chat!’ or words to that
effect!
The majority of calls are still bumble bees in walls, soffits, bird boxes, the ground etc. We advise the public
on these and pass on the numbers of our friendly pest controllers.
The chances of an upsurge in swarm numbers and quality is diminishing by the day.
In answer to the last e-mail I received from Russ Shearman,

Yes I think, ‘The Fat Lady Has Sung’, for 2018

Monk’s Risborough Horticultural Show
on 4 August
MBBKA are hosting a stand at this show again in 2018. We are looking for volunteers to help out for a short
while in the afternoon. This is an excellent opportunity to explain all aspects of bee keeping to the general
public and promote our local association. The more volunteers we have the less of a load that we have to
carry and we can all have on opportunity to look around and enjoy a cup of tea or an ice cream!
Earlier in June, 5 association members ran our stand at Boarstall Fete. We were exceptionally busy and our
stand really seems to catch the imagination of the general public from the very youngest to the more elderly
members of society.

BBC Countryfile Live at Blenheim Palace
Dear Association Secretary

I should be grateful if you would forward this e-mail or otherwise advise your members of the opportunity to
steward on the BBKA stand at this year's BBC Countryfile Live Show at Blenheim Palace. Relatively local
to your Association at OX20 1PP, stewards can enjoy free entry to the show with a partner in return for just
a few hours talking bees. Novices are just as welcome as old hands at the craft; guidance will be given and
participants are likely to come away with great memories.
I suggest applicants click on ' Fill out in Google Forms' immediately below. In case of difficulty or query,
they should contact Gordon Robbins the BBKA Stewards Co-ordinator at bbkasc@gmail.com Tel. 07900
852236

Visit
https://countryfilelive.com/
to see what the show has to offer for a great day out.

Kind regards,

Douglas Nethercleft
BBKA Shows Committee

Contact: Honeyshow@MBBKA.org.uk

Advance News
Sarah Turner has already finalised some interesting speakers for the winter program 2018-2019
September.

Ash Samuelson on her research into bumble bees and the waggle dance.

November.

Paul Walton - 'B+-Breeding Better Bees'

January.

Dr Gemma Batten - ‘The Bee Road Project.’

February.

Colin Oakes - 'Plants and Archaeology, Green Fingers and Science'

Recommended Video of the Month. Watch on Youtube.
"C1801 Rearing of queen bees"
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm7RqXJD4_w

AFRICANIZED HONEY BEES HAVE A DIFFERENT CHEMISTRY THAN
NON-AFRICANS.

Journal of Proteome Research
Africanized honeybees, commonly known as “killer bees,” are much more aggressive than their European
counterparts. Now researchers have examined neuropeptide changes that take place in Africanized
honeybees’ brains during aggressive behaviour. The researchers, who report their results in the Journal of
Proteome Research, also showed they could turn gentle bees into angry ones by injecting them with certain
peptides.
In the 1950s, researchers in Brazil bred Africanized honeybees by crossing European and African bees. In
1957, swarms of the bees were released, and they have been buzzing their way across the Americas ever
since. Scientists currently don’t understand what makes these bees so aggressive, but the behavior appears to
involve a complex network of genetic and environmental factors, regulated by neuropeptides. So Mario
Sergio Palma and his colleagues wanted to examine neuropeptide differences between the brains of bees
displaying aggressive and non-aggressive behaviour.
The researchers stimulated Africanized honeybees to attack by hanging spherical, black leather targets in
front of their colonies. Angry guard bees quickly attacked the targets, becoming embedded in the leather by
their stingers. Meanwhile, gentler bees kept their distance. The researchers collected both groups of bees and
analyzed their brains by mass spectral imaging. In the brains of aggressive bees, two longer neuropeptides
were cleaved into shorter ones, but this did not happen in the gentler bees. The researchers then injected the
shorter peptides into anesthetized, non-aggressive bees, which became combative upon waking. The study
provides new insights into the neurological basis for aggressive honeybee behaviour, the researchers say.

Out Apiaries
We continue to receive offers from members of the public with
potential apiary sites. The latest being in Addlington to the north of the county. We now have a total of
13 available sites across the whole area that Mid Bucks covers. John Dadswell, our President, is the
custodian of the list of potential sites. John can be contacted at john.dadswell@gmx.com. It would be
good if as an Association we could take advantage of these offers from the public.
Editors Note: Why not contact John and see where out apiaries are available.

Are You Registered?
Registering your hives on BeeBase is free. You will be automatically
informed of disease outbreaks. The Bee Inspectorate may include you in
their testing surveys which can be most helpful. Subsidy from the EU,
which helps pay for the NBU, is based on the number of hives
registered nationally. (http://www.nationalbeeunit.com )

Update Beebase Records
Every colony needs to be recorded on Beebase, log on here and update records if necessary.

Asian Hornet – New Feature on BeeBase
The National Bee Unit (NBU) has added a new BeeBase feature to help understand UK Asian hornet
surveillance.
In April 2018 a single Asian hornet queen was photographed by a member of the public in Bury, Lancashire,
on a cauliflower which was traced back to a farm in Boston, Lincolnshire. The NBU has continued to
monitor for the hornet’s presence in both counties but to date, has found no Vespa velutina at either of these
sites.
Many Beekeepers are monitoring for Asian hornets and BeeBase apiary records have been improved so
beekeepers can record when traps are located in their apiaries. Please update your records to help us
understand where traps have been placed across the UK in the ‘my apiary’ tab. Guidance on how to use the
new recording feature, as well as additional information about how to log into your BeeBase account can be
found in our Beekeeper Pages FAQ.
The NBU will continue to update you on Asian Hornet surveillance throughout the year.
Kind regards,
National Bee Unit.

Never Give up Hope. A Cautionary Tale

Earlier this Spring when I was assessing the remnants of my hives following the long winter I opened a hive
to find a queen and about 20 bees.
I had entered the winter with this as one of my strongest hives. They had a very large colony in a 14X12
brood box and 2 full supers of stores on top.
Checking regularly they had plenty of stores and bees were seen.
You can imagine my disappointment when I saw these few survivors. I considered moving them into a
mating NUC but thought they must be on their ‘last legs’ and ‘wrote them off’ as another colony loss.
2 Weeks ago I was cutting the grass in the apiary and thought I would clean up the hive and remove the
frames for boiling. I had completely forgotten about the small number of bees I had left in the hive.
I lifted the lid and removed the top super, ‘Sans bee suit’ to be confronted by an enormous colony of bees.
I replaced the super and roof and retreated.
The following day I returned with bee suit and smoker. What was going on? My first thought was that a
swarm had invaded the empty hive. On closer inspection I located my dear old queen, still clearly marked
with her blue dot. She must be approaching her 4th. birthday.
What a star she is! There must be over 50,000 bees in the colony and there were six 14X12 frames of brood.

